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Value 
 Explicitly demonstrates early reading strategies, such as 

word-by-word matching 

 Demonstrates the processes of reading extended text 

 Involves children in an enjoyable and purposeful way 

 Provides models of different language structures in a variety 
of fiction and nonfiction genres 

 Provides social support from the group 

 Creates body of known text that children can use for 
independent reading and writing 

 Provides opportunity to participate and behave like a reader 

 

Definition 

An interactive reading experience that 

occurs when teacher and students have 

access to the same text and the students 

are supported by the teacher or other fluent 

readers. 

 

Purpose 
Allows students to experience text that they 

may not be able to read on their own as well 

as practice skills/strategies with the support of 

the teacher 

 

 

Key Elements 
 
 Text is above most students’ 

independent reading level. 

 The teacher models reading text 
out loud and invites students join in 
when appropriate. (Avoid round 
robin reading) 

 All students can see the enlarged 
text. 

 Same text is used over multiple 
days with a different focus each 
day. 

 

Shared Reading 

 

The Role of the Teacher is to: 

 encourage students to engage in accountable talk 

 read interesting and concept-rich materials with the students 

 help students build vocabulary 

 provide many opportunities for students to explore and identify sound-

letter relationships in meaningful contexts 

 model thinking aloud to develop specific reading behaviors and 

strategies  

 

Resources 

Variety of 

texts/genres 

Text 

Connections 

 (2) 

 

Magazines 

(National 

Geographic and 

Time for Kids) 

Comprehension 

Toolkit (1 and 2) 

Poems 

Big Books 

Nonfiction 

articles 

Big Book of 

Poetry 

Projected Text 

Shared Reading 

 The role of the student is to: 

 understand concepts about print such as the left-to-right and top-to-bottom progression of text 

 read along with the teacher 

 match spoken words with written ones 

 recognize sound-letter matches 

 become familiar with rhyming sounds and beginning and ending sounds of words 

 engage in reading grade level text with the support of the teacher 


