
EATS Strategies Summary 
 

KWL – Three section table in which students list what they Know about a concept, what 
            they Want to know about a concept, and then after the lesson, what they  
            Learned about the concept. 
 
Example: 

Know Want to Know (Need) Learned 
   
 
 
Word Splash – Students predict the relationship among a set of words and the topic to  
                         be studied.  While reading or learning about the topic students check 
                         their statements for accuracy and make revisions as necessary. 
 
Example: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

water  force   boiler 
 
 
 
gauge                                                    volume 
 
 
machine             James Watt            Industrial 
                                                         Revolution

Steam Engine 

Carousel Brainstorming – The teacher generates questions that require more than one 
                                         response.  Each question is written on a large piece of paper, 
                                         leaving plenty of room for student responses.  Paper can  
                                         either be posted around the room or placed at different  
                                         tables.  The students are then put into small groups.  Each 
                                         group is given a magic marker (of different color).  The  
                                         groups then move around the room responding to the  
                                         questions. 
 
Agree/Disagree – Students are given statements or ideas that they have to decide 
                             to agree or disagree with.  After the lesson is taught, students must 
                             re-evaluate their first answers. 
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Flexibility Style Brainstorming – This strategy of brainstorming enhances typical 
                                                      brainstorming by creating categories of ideas. 
                                                      Each idea added must be accompanied with a  
                                                      category, thus creating a longer list of categories  
                                                       that describe the topic.  After creating the idea/ 
                                                      category list, participants diagram a web of the  
                                                      information. 
Example: 

Rainforest 
Idea Category 

Tropical Climate 
Trees Plants 
Destruction Industry 
Gorillas Animals 
South America Location 
 
 
Five Words-Three Words – On their own, students list five words that come to mind  
                                              when they think of a topic.  Students get into pairs,  
                                              discuss their words, and then select three words to  
                                              explain to the class. 
 
Visual Synectics – Synectics takes what appears on the surface as unrelated and draws 
                              relevant connections.  Its main tools are analogies and metaphors. 
                              Visual Synectics involves using pictures to make analogies and  
                               metaphors. 
 
Inquiry – Teacher poses 5-10 questions to introduce a topic or review a topic.  Students 
                answer as to their prior knowledge or knowledge gained from the lesson. 
 
Literary Element Sort – Using a web diagram, students sort literary elements common 
                                        to genres of literature (drama, short story, novel, non-fiction, 
                                        poetry, etc.). 
 
Picture or Diagram – Students draw a picture or a diagram to represent a concept. 
 
Word Maps – Students use a graphic organizer to define a word, list some examples, 
                      and list what it is like.  See example attached. 
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Anticipation Guide – Students read statements about a topic or a concept before the  
                                concept is taught.  Students either agree or disagree with the 
                                statements and after reading or learning about the topic students 
                                rewrite their responses.  Statements can also be true or false. 
Example: 
Read each statement below.  If you agree put a check next to it.  If you disagree put an 
X next to it. 
 _____Kudzu is planted for roadside beautification 
 _____Kudzu grows better in its native China and Japan than in the U.S. 
 _____Kudzu can grow as much as a foot a day. 
 
 
Brainstorm and Categorize – Students brainstorm ideas they already know about a  
                                               topic on post-it notes or slips of paper.  After  
                                               brainstorming the words are placed in categories listed on 
                                               the board or on chart paper. 
 
Mental Imagery – Students mentally visualize a concept, idea, or action presented by 
                              the teacher.  Example: Close your eyes and imagine being of a safari 
                               in Africa, describe what you see, hear, feel, touch, etc. 
  
5-3-1 – Students list 5 of anything, 3 of anything, and 1 of anything.  For example: List 
              five things you learned about the lesson, three things that you do not know  
              from the lesson, and one question that you have. 
 
Four Box Synectics – Teachers provide students with four analogies for a main concept 
                                    or vocabulary term.  Each box contains one analogy along with an 
                                    explanation.  The students use this information to then create 
                                    an analogy on their own of the same concept or a similar concept. 
                                    See attached sample.                                     
 
Content Maps – Students use a content map provided by the teacher to preview and  
                          make predictions about the upcoming topics or unit.  
 
Which word doesn’t belong – Students use their previous knowledge to determine which 
                                              word from a list of words does not belong based on a  
                                              particular topic or certain characteristics. 
 
Create a Web – Students use concepts or words provided by the teacher and their 
                         previous knowledge to create a web diagram. 
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Word Pyramid – Students brainstorm words that are related to a concept.  The words 
                           must fit into the pyramid.  The pyramid starts with two boxes, then 
                           three boxes, four boxes, all the way to nine boxes. 
 
Collaborative Pairs – In collaborative pairs, students answer a question or complete a  
                                 task to activate their previous knowledge on a concept. 
 
Distributed Practice – During an acquisition lesson, allow time for students to practice  
                                     with teacher monitoring.  Example: 10 minutes of teach,      
                                     demonstrate, or model a skill; then 5 minutes of student  
                                     practice with teacher monitoring.  Distribute this practice  
                                     throughout the lesson. 
 
Numbered Heads – The teacher assigns students’ numbers.  The teacher uses the  
                               numbers to question students as individuals or as groups. 
 
Distributed Summarizing – During an acquisition lesson, have students periodically 
                                            summarize what they have learned. 
 
Jigsaw – The students in a history class, for example, are divided into small groups of 
               five or six students each.  Suppose their task is to learn about WWII. In one 
               jigsaw group, Sara is responsible for researching Hitler’s rise to power in 
               pre-war Germany.  Another member of the group, Steven, is assigned to cover 
               concentration camps; Pedro is assigned Britain’s role in the war; Melody is to 
               research the contribution of the Soviet Union; Tyrone will handle Japan’s  
               entry into the war; Clara will read about the development of the atom bomb. 
               Eventually each student will come back to her or his jigsaw groups and will try 
               to present a well-organized report to the group.  To increase the chances that 
               each report will be accurate, the students doing the research do not  
               immediately take it back to their jigsaw group.  Instead, they meet first with 
               students who have the identical assignment (one from each jigsaw group).  For 
               example, students assigned to the atom bomb topic meet as a team of  
               specialists, gathering information, becoming experts on their topic, and  
               rehearsing their presentations.  We call this the “expert” group.  Once each 
               presenter is up to speed, the jigsaw groups reconvene in their initial hetero- 
               genous groups.  The atom bomb expert in each group teachers the other group 
               members about the development of the atom bomb.  Each student in each  
               group educates the whole group about her or his speciality. 
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Dialogue – Students analyze the effectiveness and underlining aspects of the dialogue 
                 within a story or a novel.   
 
Model – Teacher used a model to illustrate key concepts or students create a model 
              to represent the key concepts. 
 
Demonstration – Teacher demonstrates a lab or an activity to activate student interest 
                           or previous knowledge. 
 
Verbal/Written Prompts – Teacher provides a verbal or written prompt (question) for 
                                          students to answer on a key concept. 
 
Guided Practice – During an acquisition lesson, allow time for students to practice with 
                             teacher monitoring.  Example: 10 minutes of teach, demonstrate, or 
                             model a skill; 5 minutes of student practice with teacher monitoring. 
                             This is basically the same as distributed practice.  In distributed  
                              practice, the practice is spaced out throughout the lesson. 
 
Reciprocal Teaching – Students are paired off into peer partnerships.  One student in 
                                    the pair acts as the player and the other acts as the coach.  The 
                                    player works to answer a set of questions prepared by the  
                                    teacher.  The coach checks the work of the player, providing  
                                    praise when the player is correct and helpful hints when the  
                                    player is incorrect.  When the player is finished, the two  
                                    partners reverse roles.  See sample attached 
 
Learning Centers – The teacher provides several learning centers that each involve a  
                               different task that focuses on a big idea or concept. 
 
Charts – The teacher and students use charts to take notes, make comparisons, and  
               summarize key concepts. 
 
Experiment – Students conduct an experiment to investigate or discover the key  
                      concepts of a lesson. 
 
Literature Circles – Students are divided into groups to discuss various assigned 
                                 literary elements and use of figurative language.  The small 
                                 groups then become one huge circle for sharing ideas and 
                                 discussion. 
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Lecturette & 2 Minute Pause – By using three two-minute pauses during a lecture 
                                                   (about every 13 to 18 minutes), the students are  
                                                    given the change to clarify, assimilate, and retain 
                                                    the information presented during the prior  
                                                    mini-lecture. 
 
Simulations – Teachers and/or students simulate an actual process or representation 
                       of a concept. 
 
Example:  To simulate the formation of sedimentary rock, students make a peanut  
                butter and jelly sandwich.  Students then describe how this process is similar 
                to the process of a sedimentary rock forming. 
           
Gallery Walk – Teams rotate around the classroom, composing answers to questions as 
                          well as reflecting upon the answers given by other groups.  Gallery Walk 
                          is similar to Carousel Brainstorming except that each group responds to 
                          the answers given by the other groups. 
 
Visual Imagery – Visual imagery concerns seeing in one’s mind an object as if it  
                             were right there, when in fact it is not. 
 
Framed Paragraph – Framed paragraphs are pre-writing tools which guide the  
                                  development of well-formed paragraphs.  They are skeleton 
                                  formats containing information about the main idea and transition 
                                  words that guide the organization and the development of 
                                  supportive details.  The structure of the framed paragraph 
                                  includes: a topic sentence that is a general statement or 
                                  opinion; three to five examples to develop the topic or opinion; 
                                   transitions when needed; a summary sentence at the end. 
 
Example:  One of the ____________________ aspects of the woodchuck’s 
                                                                         (adjective) 

                         _____________________________ is… .  For example, … . In addition, … . 
                                          (main idea) 

                [Concluding summary sentence]. 
                             

Chain of Events – A type of graphic organizer.  See attached sample. 
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T-charts – A combination of note-taking and graphic organizer.  On one side students 
                   take notes or important information provided by the teacher.  On the other 
                   side of the “T” students write a summary sentence or draw a picture to 
                   represent the concept.  See attached sample. 
 
Double column Note Taking – This strategy is very similar to the T chart.  Students  
                                                 write concepts and notes in one column; in the second 
                                                 column, students put notes in their own words. 
 
Focused Reading – Students read a passage that introduces the lesson concepts to be 
                               studied. 
 
Story Map/Pyramid – A type of graphic organizer.  See attached sample. 
 
Character Map – A type of graphic organizer.  See attached sample. 
 
Cycle Diagram – A type of graphic organizer.  See attached sample. 
 
Graphic Organizers – Teachers and students use diagrams and webs to represent  
                                    concepts. 
 
Advance Organizers – An Advance Organizer helps to organize new material by 
                                     outlining, arranging, and sequencing the main idea of the 
                                     new material based on what the learner already knows.   
                                     Advance Organizers use familiar terms and concepts to  
                                     link what the students already know to the new information 
                                     that will be presented in the lesson, which aids in the process 
                                     of transforming knowledge and creatively applying it in new 
                                     situations.  Examples include content maps, graphic organizers, 
                                     concept maps. 
 
Examples – Teacher uses examples of a concept to help students better understand the 
                   concept. 
 
Role Play – Students role play a concept or a situation to show understanding of a  
                   concept or to explore a concept (skits, commercials, songs). 
 
Comparing – Identifying the similarities among items. 
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Classifying – Students sort concepts, objects, or facts into groups based on similar 
                     characteristics. 
 
Induction – Inductive Reasoning is when students are inferring unknown generalizations 
                   from information or observations.  Inductive reasoning involves making 
                   inferences, predictions, conclusions, hypotheses, assumptions, etc. 
 
Example: What do you see? What are the details? What does this information tell you? 
               What is a likely conclusion?  Students in an art class use inductive reasoning to 
               draw generalizations about three types of art. 
 

Details  Patterns                 Generalizations 
 
Constructing Support - Constructing support involves developing a clearly stated  
                                       position.  The process involves three components: accurately 
                                       identifies a position that requires evidence rather than stating 
                                       facts which are obvious; provides ample, logical evidence for 
                                       the position; demonstrates provocative thought. 
 
Deduction – Deductive reasoning is when students identify specific examples to support 
                    a general statement, rule, or principle.  Deductive reasoning involves making 
                    conclusions, cause/effect, and prediction as well.  If the information in the 
                    premise is true and the reasoning is valid, the conclusions must be true. 
 
Example:  If you know that _____ has happened, then what do you know will have to  
                occur?  A science teacher asks students to use deductive reasoning about 
                whales being a type of mammal. 
 
       Proof   Proof    Proof 
 
 
 

Conclusion or Final Prediction 
 
Error Analysis - Students find and describe errors in their own thinking or  
                             performance and the performance of others. (latest trend on 
                             standardized tests) 
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Summarizing Essential Questions – To show understanding of a concept, students 
                                                          summarize the essential question of a lesson. 
 
Learning Logs/Journals – Learning logs are student written summaries that convey the 
                                         students’ understandings, confusions, and performances.   
                                         They also help students become more aware of their 
                                          strengths and weaknesses. 
 
Plus/Minus/Intriguing – Students complete a table that includes Plus, Minus, and 
                                       Intriguing.  In the Plus row describe/list what you think are 
                                       the positive things about the lesson/reading.  In the Minus row 
                                       describe/list what you think are some of the negative things 
                                       about the lesson/reading.  In the Intriguing row describe/list 
                                       some of the things you think are neat or different, or things 
                                       that you don’t fully understand. 
 
Example: 

Plus (+)  
Minus (-)  

Intriguing (?)  
 
 
The Important Thing – Students identify the most important information from a  
                                       concept or lesson in a structured format. 
 
Example: 
The most important thing about __________ is __________. 
Detail sentence about the topic: 
Detail sentence about the topic: 
Detail sentence about the topic: 
But, the most important thing about __________ is __________. 
 
KWL Revisit – Students complete the “L” on the K-W-L and summarize what has 
                        been learned. 
 
Portfolio Entry – Students produce a project, writing assignment, etc. worthy of  
                             his/her individual portfolio (ie. resume, application, letter, etc.). 
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Ticket Out the Door – Students respond to a prompt which they may turn in, share 
                                      with the class, or share with another pair. 
 
3-2-1 – Students write about 3 things, 2 things, 1 thing.  Ideas can go from general to 
               specific. 
 
Example: 
3 situations where you need to find perimeter 
2 ways to find the perimeter of a rectangle 
1 way that you’ll remember what perimeter is 
 
Lesson Reflection – This strategy is similar to many of the other strategies.  Students 
                                 simply write a reflection about the lesson.  The teacher can either 
                                 allow students to reflect on their own or give the students some 
                                 guidelines or questions to answer in their reflection. 
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Other Strategies not listed on the EATS Strategies Sheet: 

 
Activating Acrostic – Students spell the topic to be studied down the side of the page.   
                                    They then generate a word or phrase for each letter to tell  
                                     something they think they know about the topic. 
 

Example: 
E nglish explored America 

                                                 X tra adventurous 
                                                 P repare carefully 
                                                 L ewis and Clark 
                                                 O pen the way for settlement 
                                                 R iches are motivation 
                                                 E ncounter new things 
                                                 R isk their lives 
 
Dear Teacher – Students write a brief letter to the teacher describing what they  
                         already know about a topic. 
 
What’s Already in my Head? – Students fill in the though bubble with words and/or 
                                                pictures to show what they think about when they think 
                                                about a topic to be studied. 
 

Example: Weather 

wind
forecast

storm
 

 
 

Find Someone Who Can Tell You – Students walk around the room interviewing  
                                                      classmates about what they know about a topic. 
                                                      Signatures are collected for each item as someone 
                                                      is located who can respond to the topic. 
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Summaries on a Ring – Students write the essential question and a summary answer     
                                    on an index card.  Hole punch the index cards for students to 
                                    keep on an “O” ring as the unit progresses. 
 
Alphabetical Summary – Distribute magnetic, plastic, or wooden letters to each pair or 
                                       group.  The students must generate a sentence that tells an 
                                       important detail about the topic being studied that begins with 
                                       the letter assigned. 
 
Frayer Model Diagram – Vocabulary graphic organizer that identifies characteristics, 
                                       examples, non-examples, and the most important thing about a  
                                       topic. 
 
Error Analysis – Students find and describe errors in their own thinking or performance 
                           and the performance of others. 
 
Example:  In a math class, a teacher presents students with a triangle with degrees and  
                asks them to identify the errors.  After studying how Marie Curie handled  
                uranium, students are asked to identify the errors in her procedure. 
 
Give One, Get One – Students generate a list of examples, answers, facts, etc. to the 
                                 teacher’s questions.  Students then go to other students and give 
                                 one of their answers and get an answer in return.  
 
Task Rotation – The teacher provides students with a four box task sheet.  Each 
                          box has a task that focuses on a different learning style.  One box 
                          has a task that focuses on basic mastery.  A second box has a task 
                          that focuses on understanding.  A third box has a task that focuses 
                          on using interpersonal skills.  A fourth box has a task that focuses 
                          on being self-expressive.  Task rotation can be used as an introductory 
                          activity, review activity, or a form of assessment.  Teachers can use 
                          task rotation to differentiate instruction as well. See attached  
                          example. 
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Strategy for teaching Compare and Contrast- Students form two lines, facing one   
                                                                           another. Each student holds out their  
                                                                           hands and compares them to their  
                                                                           partners. Each pair discusses all of the  
                                                                           similarities and differences. They can  
                                                                           also use this activity with their eyes.   
                                                                           Once they are finished, students return  
                                                                           to their seats and write an essay  
                                                                           comparing and contrasting two concepts.   
  
Scavenger Hunt – The strategy engages students by allowing them to collaborate with a 
                              partner and move freely around the classroom.  Use the attached 
                              template.  The steps to scavenger hunt are: 
 
   1.  Letter (A, B, C…) Scavenger Hunt Sheets in the bottom left hand 
       corner. 
   2.  Shuffle the sheets so that the letters will no longer be in  
          alphabetical order. 
   3.  Write a question in the question box in the middle of the page. 
   4.  Turn to the next page and write the answer to the last question 
                  in the answer box in the top right hand corner of the page. 
   5.  Write a new question on this page.  Flip to the next page and  
        write this answer in the answer box.  Continue in this fashion until 
            you come to the last sheet. 
   6.  Write the answer to the last question in the answer box of the  
        first page. 
   7.  Make an answer key by writing the letters of each page in the  
        order in which you wrote the questions. 
   8.  Hang the sheets in random order around the room (on walls, filing 
        cabinets, bulletin boards, etc.) 
   9.  Students are put into pairs.  Each pair begins the Scavenger Hunt 
        at a different location.  They read the question and attempt to 
        answer it.  They then look for the answer on another sheet  
        somewhere in the room.  When they find the answer they answer 
        the new question. 
   10. Students keep a record of the letters they have traveled to in  
         order. 
   11.  The teacher can check the student letters and quickly know if  
         the students have answered the questions correctly. 
   12.  When the pair return to the original question, they are finished.  
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Card Round Robin – Also known as I Have, Who Has…Determine key vocabulary and   
                                 make vocabulary cards as shown in the diagram below.  It is best  
                                 It is best if there is one card per student or team of students. 
                                 Hand one card to each student or team.  Read the question on card 
                                 #1.  The student who has the answer to this question (which is 
                                 is located on the upper portion of the index card) stands and reads 
                                 the answer.  The student then reads the next question, which is 
                                 located on the bottom portion of his or her index card.  Play  
                                 continues until all cards have been read. 
 

 
What is a carnivore? 

 
 
Card #1 

An animal that eats only meat 
 

Who has an example of a 
producer? 

 
Card #2 

Plants 
 

Who has the definition of a 
herbivore? 

 
Card #3 

 
 
Password – Hand teams a set of index cards that have one vocabulary word written on  
                   each card.  Player #1 looks at the first word and begins saying words 
                   associated with this vocabulary word.  The goal is for the other player(s) to  
                   guess the word.  For example, the vocabulary word is “transpiration.”  Player 
                   #1 may say, “plants, breathing, carbon dioxide, oxygen…” until someone yells 
                   out transpiration.  A new person takes over the role of Player #1.  Play 
                   continues until all cards have been used. 
 
Pyramid – 10,000 Pyramid game is almost identical to the password game, except  
                 students are working in teams to do several passwords that lead up to a  
                 larger topic that the students have to guess. 
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Taboo – Index cards show not only the vocabulary word you want guessed, but also  
              words the student holding the card is not allowed to say in trying to get the  
              other person(s) to guess the word.  Presenters who use any form of the “taboo” 
              words on the card receive no points.  See the sample Taboo card below. 

 
 

Precipitation 
 

Words you cannot say: 
precipitate, rain, snow, sleet, 

hail, water cycle, sky, fall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Memory – Some cards have individual vocabulary words on them and others have their 
                 definitions.  Cards are placed face down.  Students turn cards over and  
                 match words to definitions.  To maximize effectiveness, provide students  
                 with a sheet listing all vocabulary words and their definitions.  By providing a 
                 cheat sheet, players are constantly reading vocabulary words and their  
                 definitions to ensure matches are correct.  This repetition increases  
                 retention. 
 
Fact/Fiction Game – Before assigning a reading section, play a few rounds of the  
                                  fact/fiction game.  This strategy not only activates prior  
                                  knowledge but also requires students to read texts in their 
                                  entirety.  Students play the game by moving to the right side of  
                                  the room if they think the teacher-read statement is fact and 
                                  to the left if they believe it is fiction.  As they read they must 
                                  come up with their own fact/fiction questions that can be used  
                                  later in the unit.  This is identical to an anticipation guide except 
                                  that students are physically moving instead of just writing it on 
                                  paper. 
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Mix, Freeze, Group – Strategy that can be used to introduce or review vocabulary 
                         or content.  Steps for Mix, Freeze, Group: 
 
1. Choose the vocabulary or content that you want to introduce or review.  You do 

not have to have a vocabulary word for each student in the class, but you need at 
least 10-12 words to make the activity work well. 

2. Write or type each of the vocabulary terms or content onto a card or sheet of 
paper.   

3. Divide the cards into groups.  The number of groups that you form can depend on 
the number of students in your class and the type of class that you have.  At 
least 10-12 helps to limit the number of students in the group.   

4. In order to ensure that students do not have the same words in their initial 
group, identify each group of cards with numbers or letters.  This will also help 
you sort the cards back into groups at the end of the activity. 

5. Place the groups of cards into bags. 
6. Once you have finished your preparations, you are ready to do the activity with a 

class. 
7. Divide or allow students to get into the number of groups that you need. 
8. Give each group a bog of cards. 
9. Each student takes a card and has to describe or define their word to the group.  

Students can either do this verbally or write it on the card. 
10. Once students have had time to come up with an answer (you need to walk around 

and check this before you move to the next step), allow them to check their 
answer either using a book or a handout that you provide. 

11. After all students have shared their answers with their group, explain the 
directions for the rest of the activity.  Make sure to include instructions for 
getting the student’s attention, where to put their personal materials during the 
activity, how to return to their desk, etc. 

12. Students get up and “Mix” around the class.  After a couple of seconds, tell the 
students to Freeze.  Call out a number to the class.  The students must then form 
a group of that many students.  For example, if you call out 3, then the students 
must get into groups of three.  Be aware of the number of students that you have 
in the class so that you can avoid a student without a group. 

13. Once the students Freeze and then regroup, they share their word and definition 
with their new group members. 

14. The teacher can mix, freeze, group as many times as needed. 
15. If students have been successful at mix, freeze, group for a couple of rounds, 

allow the students to change cards with another student and continue to do mix, 
freeze, group. 
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Dice Roll Sharing – After reading for a specific amount of time or a certain length  
                      of text, have students roll a die.  Each number on the die  
                                represents what you want them to write or share. 
    #1 – Predict what you may read next 

    #2 – Summarize what you have read 
    #3 – Write a question you want answered 
    #4 – Make a connection to a real event or something else you 
                                                have read 
    #5 – Draw a picture that reminds you of the passage 
    #6 – Your choice of 1-5 
 
Bottoms Up – Provide students with a question as well as the scoring rubric.  First, tell  
                       students to write a response to the question that would score them a  
                       zero on the rubric.  Many will choose to write nothing.  Next, they should 
                       answer the same question with a response that would score them a one on 
                       the rubric.  Continue bumping up until you reach the top score of the  
                       rubric.   
 
Nutty Professor – This activity combines the technique above.  Provide students with a 
                               question and the scoring rubric.  Play the role of the Nutty  
                               Professor and attempt to answer the question on the board, making 
                               mistakes along the way.  Kids need to correct the Nutty Professor 
                               and help answer the question to get full points.  Put on your acting 
                               cap because the goofier you act, the better the student responses. 
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