
 

 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 1: Key Ideas and Details: Understanding What 
the Text Says Explicitly (Part 1) 

Grade Level 2 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 5 cycles (30 days) 

Developed By Sara Lobaugh, Amanda Grove, Angela Friend, Mackenzie Rudy, and Sara Imes  

Desired Results  

Transfer Goal- 

Students will be able to: 
1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines.  
2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures  
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and            
    coherent message  
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  
5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order 
to learn, reflect, and respond. 

 

 
 

 

Key Learnings 

 

 Students will learn how to determine the main idea when reading multi-paragraph texts.   

 Students demonstrate an understanding of the central message, lesson, or moral.   

 Through recounting the major events and challenges of characters, students will ask and answer questions to make connections using textual evidence. 

 In informational writing, students will identify and introduce a topic and write pieces that group important information and provide a conclusion.   

 In narrative writing, students will establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.  They begin to organize a short sequence of events, use temporal words to 
signal event order, and provide a sense of closure to their narrative writing. 

 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

 
*Indicate eligible content standards by highlighting 
 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.2.A –  
Identify the main idea of a multi-
paragraph text as well as the focus 
of specific paragraphs within the 
text.  

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.2.B -  
Identify and introduce the topic.  
CC.1.4.2.D -  
Group information and provide a 
concluding statement or section.  

Important Standards: 
CC.1.5.2.A -  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with peers and 
adults in small and larger groups. 
CC.1.5.2.B -  

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.1.2.D 
Know and apply grade level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
 
 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159855
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160054
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160056
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160170
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160171
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#28463|0


 

 

CC.1.2.2.B -  
Ask and answer questions such as 
who, what, where, when, why, and 
how to demonstrate understanding 
of key details in a text. 
CC.1.2.2.C -  
Describe the connection between a 
series of events, concepts, or steps 
in a procedure within a text.  
CC.1.3.2.A -  
Recount stories and determine 
their central message, lesson, or 
moral.  
CC.1.3.2.B -  
Ask and answer questions such as 
who, what, where, when, why, and 
how to demonstrate understanding 
of key details in a text. 
CC.1.3.2.C -  
Describe how characters in a story 
respond to major events and 
challenges.  

 
Important Standards: 
 

CC.1.2.2.E -  
Use various text features and 
search tools to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently.  
CC.1.2.2.L -  
Read and comprehend literary non-
fiction and informational text on 
grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
CC.1.3.2.E -  
Describe the overall structure of a 
story, including describing how the 
beginning introduces the story and 
the ending concludes the action.  
CC.1.3.2.K -  
Read and comprehend literature on 
grade level, reading independently 
and proficiently. 
 
 

 

CC.1.4.2.N -  
Establish a situation and introduce 
a narrator and/or characters. 
CC.1.4.2.P -  
Organize a short sequence of 
events, using temporal words to 
signal event order; provide a sense 
of closure. 

 
Important Standards: 

CC.1.4.2.A -  
Write informative/ explanatory 
texts to examine a topic and convey 
ideas and information clearly. 

 

Recount or describe key ideas or 
details from a text read aloud or 
information presented orally or 
through other media. 
CC.1.5.2.C -  
Ask and answer questions about 
what a speaker says in order to 
clarify comprehension, gather 
additional information, or deepen 
understanding of a topic or issue. 
CC.1.5.2.F -  
Add drawings or other visual 
displays to presentations when 
appropriate to clarify ideas, 
thoughts, and feelings. 
CC.1.5.2.E -  
Produce complete sentences when 
appropriate to task and situation in 
order to provide requested detail 
or clarification.  

 

Distinguish long and short vowels when 
reading regularly spelled one- syllable words. 

Decode two-syllable words with long vowels 
and words with common prefixes and suffixes. 

Read grade-level high-frequency sight words 
and words with inconsistent but common 
spelling-sound correspondences. 

Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 
words. 
 
CC.1.1.2.E 

 Read with accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

 Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding.  

 Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

 Use context to confirm or self- 
correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 
 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159856
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159857
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159938
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159936
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159937
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159859
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159866
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159940
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159946
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160066
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160068
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160053
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160172
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160174
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160175
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#28463|0


 

 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

Unit Essential Questions: How can we use key ideas and details to understand what the text 
says explicitly? (Part 1) 
 
Lesson Essential Questions: 

1. How can we determine the main idea and key details from multi-paragraph 
informational text and literature?  

2. How does questioning help us better understand the explicit meaning of informational 
text and literature?  

3. How can using text evidence help us to make the connection between a character’s 
thoughts and actions to the major events of a story?  

4. How can you describe the connections between events, concepts, and steps when 
reading non-fiction?  

5. How can we identify and introduce an informative topic, group important information, 
and provide a conclusion to write an informative piece?  

6. How can we write narrative pieces that establish a situation and introduce a narrator 
and/or characters?  

7. How does it help our writing when we apply capitalization and end punctuation in both 
informational and narrative pieces?  

 
 
Main Idea 
Key Details 
Facts 
Central Message 
Topic 
Moral 
Challenges 
Events 
Character 
Response 
Procedure 
Sequence 
Text-based 
Evidence 
Connections 
 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

 
Content for Writing 
 
Focus for Writing 
 
Main Idea 
 
Theme 
 
Writing Conventions 
 
 
 
 

 
Ask and answer questions, such as who, what, where, when, why, and how to 
demonstrate understanding of key details in a text. 
 
Describe how characters in a story respond to major events and challenges. 
 
Describe the connection between a series of events, concepts, or steps in a procedure 
within a text. 
 
Identify the main idea of a multi-paragraph text as well as the focus of specific 
paragraphs within the text. 
 
Informational: Identify and introduce the topic.  
 
Opinion: Identify the topic and state an opinion.  
 
Narrative: Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.  
 
Informational: Develop the topic with facts and/or definitions  



 

 

 
Opinion: Create an organizational structure that includes reasons and includes a 
concluding statement.  
 
Narrative: Organize a short sequence of events, using temporal words to signal event 
order; provide a sense of closure. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

DRA 
Anchor Words 
Writing Benchmarks 

 
 

Summative Assessment 

DRA 
Harcourt StoryTown Benchmarks 
 

Best Instructional Practices  

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&


 

 

 
 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

Integration of 21
st

 Century Skills  
Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance    
  
 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 StoryTown 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 
 

Learning Plan  

Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will 
you make sure the students know where they are going? 

      

How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit?       

What events will help students experience and explore the big idea and 
questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and 
knowledge? 

      

How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide 
them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work? 

      

How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing 
skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit? 

      

How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to 
optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without 
compromising the goals of the unit? 

      

How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize 
the engagement and achievement of ALL students? 

      

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

