
 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 2: Craft and Structure: How an Author 
Develops Ideas, Concepts, Characters, and Experiences  
(Part 1) 

Grade Level 2 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 5 cycles (30 days) 

Developed By Sara Lobaugh, Amanda Grove, Angela Friend, Mackenzie Rudy, and Sara Imes  

Desired Results  

Transfer Goal- 

Students will be able to: 
1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines.  
2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures  
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and            
    coherent message  
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  
5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order to  
    learn, reflect, and respond.  

 
 

 

Key Learnings 

 Students will learn how authors develop characters and express different points of view and then explain those differences and use the features or elements of different texts 
to demonstrate and clarify understanding. 

 Students will identify and develop an informational topic and write pieces with organized and sequential information including a conclusion. 

 They use narrative writing to describe experiences and events that show the response of characters to different situations. 
 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.2.E - Use various text features and 

search tools to locate key facts or 
information in a text efficiently.  

CC.1.2.2.F -  
Determine the meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used in grade level text 
including multiple-meaning words. 

CC.1.3.2.D -  
Acknowledge differences in the points of 

views of characters, including by speaking in 
a different voice for each character when 
reading dialogue aloud.  

 CC.1.4.2.N - Establish a situation and 
introduce a narrator and/or characters. 

CC.1.4.2.O - Include thoughts and feeling 
to describe experience and events to show 
the response of characters to situations. 

CC.1.4.2.P - Organize a short sequence of 
events, using temporal words to signal 
event order; provide a sense of closure. 

CC.1.4.2.R - Demonstrate a grade 
appropriate command of the conventions 
of standard English grammar and spelling. 

• Capitalize proper nouns. 
• Use commas and apostrophes 

 CC.1.1.2.D 
Know and apply 
grade level phonics and word 
analysis 
skills in decoding words. 

Distinguish long and short 
vowels when reading regularly 
spelled one- 
syllable words. 

Decode two-syllable words 
with long vowels and words with 
common prefixes and suffixes. 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#28463|0


 

 
Important Standards: 
CC.1.2.2.E -  
Use various text features and search tools 

to locate key facts or information in a text 
efficiently.  

CC.1.3.2.E -  
Describe the overall structure of a story, 

including describing how the beginning 
introduces the story and the ending 
concludes the action.  

CC.1.3.2.F -  
Describe how words and phrases supply 

rhythm and meaning in a story, poem, or 
song. 

 
 

appropriately. 
• Spell words drawing on common 

spelling patterns. 
• Consult reference material as 

needed. 
 

 

Read grade-level high-frequency 
sight words and words with 
inconsistent but common 
spelling- 
sound correspondences. 

Read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 
 
CC.1.1.2.E 

 Read with accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 

 Read on-level text with purpose 
and understanding.  

 Read on-level text orally with  
accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive 
readings. 

 Use context to confirm or self- 
correct word recognition and 
understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 
 

 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 
Unit Essential Questions: How does an author use craft and structure to develop ideas, 
characters, and experiences? (Part 1) 
 
Lesson Essential Questions: 

1. How can the use of text features or elements of different texts help demonstrate and 
clarify our understanding?  

2. How do we identify the major differences between literature and informational texts?  
3. How do authors develop characters and express different points of view?  
4. How do we write an informational piece about a topic that is organized and contains 

sequential information including a conclusion?  

 

Point of View 

Sequence 

Temporal words 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#28463|0


 

5. How can we write a narrative piece that describe experiences and events based on a 
character’s point of view?  

 
 

Multiple meaning words 

Narrator 

Closure 

Text Features 

Search Tools 

Facts 

Dialogue 

Character 

Commas 

Apostrophes  

Proper Nouns 

 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

 
Content for Writing 
 
Point of View 
 
Text Structure 
 
Vocabulary 
 
Writing Conventions 
 
 
 
 
 

Acknowledge differences in the points of views of characters, including by speaking in a 
different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade level text, 
distinguishing literal from non-literal meaning as well as shades of meaning among 
related words.  
 
Informational: Identify and introduce the topic. Opinion: Identify the topic and state an 
opinion. Narrative: Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.  
 
Informational: Develop the topic with facts and/or definitions. Opinion: Support the 
opinion with reasons that include details connected to the opinion. Narrative: Include 
thoughts and feeling to describe experience and events to show the response of 
characters to situations.  
 
Use various text features and search tools to locate key facts or information in a text 



 

efficiently. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

 
Formative Assessments: Select from these best practice options 

 Observations 

 Text-based Questioning 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Peer/Self Assessments 

 Discussion 

 Exit/Admit Slips 

 Summary Point Writing 

 Practice Presentations 

 Visual Representations 

 Pairing Activities 

 Four Corners 

 Individual Whiteboards 

 Quizzes 
 

Summative Assessment 

 
Informational Reading and Writing (CC.1.2.2.E, CC.1.2.2.F) 
Use various text features and search tools to locate key facts or information in text efficiently. (CC.1.2.2.E) 

 Using an informational text such as, Scholastic True or False: Butterflies and Caterpillars by Melvin and Gilda Berger, students will locate facts using text features with colored 
highlighter tape or sticky notes. 

Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade level text including multiple-meaning words. (CC.1.2.2.F)  

 Using an informational text such as, Bats by Gail Gibbons, students  determine the meaning of words based on how they are used in the text. 
o (What does _____________ mean in the sentence? Define the word _______________ from the story.) 
o Multiple Meaning Words (1).docx 

Literary Reading and Writing (CC.1.3.2.D, CC.1.4.2.N, CC.1.4.2.O, CC.1.4.2.P CC.1.4.2.R) 
Acknowledge difference in the points of views of characters, including by speaking in a different voice for each character when reading dialogue aloud. (CC.1.3.2.D) 

 Using a literary text such as, Two Bad Ants by Chris Van Allsburg, Dear Mrs. LaRue: Letters from Obedience School by Mark Teague, Cinderella’s Rat by Susan Meddaugh, Three 
Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas, students complete a graphic organizer to acknowledge the differences in character’s points of view.  

 Point of View.docx 
Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters.  (CC.1.4.2.N)  
Include thoughts and feelings to describe experience and events to show the response of characters to situations. (CC.1.4.2.O) 
Demonstrate a grade appropriate command of the conventions of Standard English grammar and spelling. (CC.1.4.2.R) 

 After listening to literature depicting a personal experience, students write a description of a personal experience or event using thoughts and feelings to describe the experience. 

http://websites.pdesas.org/allison_butler/2013/11/14/531361/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/allison_butler/2013/11/14/531359/file.aspx


 

Students provide three or more details, demonstrate organization, and provide a sense of closure using proper conventions. 

 Suggested literature to use includes: Thundercake by Patricia Pollaco, The Memory String by Eve Bunting, and The Relatives Came by Cynthia Rylant. 
Organize a short sequence of events, using temporal words to signal event order; provide a sense of closure. (CC.1.4.2.P) 

 After listening to literature depicting a sequence of events, students write a narrative using temporal words to sequence events. 

 Suggested literature to use includes: The Day Jimmy’s Boa Ate the Wash by Trina Hanks Nobel, Owl Moon by Jane Yolen and Fireflies! By Julie Brinckloe 

 Students respond to a narrative writing prompt, using temporal words to sequence events. 
 

 

Best Instructional Practices  

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
  

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 StoryTown 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 
 
 
 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&


 

 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

Learning Plan  

Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will 
you make sure the students know where they are going? 

      

How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit?       

What events will help students experience and explore the big idea and 
questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and 
knowledge? 

      

How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide 
them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work? 

      

How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing 
skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit? 

      

How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to 
optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without 
compromising the goals of the unit? 

      

How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize 
the engagement and achievement of ALL students? 

      


