
 

 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 1: Becoming a Close Reader and Writing to Learn Grade Level 3 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 7 cycles (42 days) 

Developed By       

Desired Results  

Modules Objectives 

At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 
•  Determine the central message, lesson or moral in literary texts and explain how it is conveyed in the text 
• Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters 
• Write informative/explanatory texts, using strong organizational structures to convey ideas and information clearly 
• Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly with adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear pronunciation. 
• In this module, students learn about and practice how to close read and answer text-dependent questions.  Close readers "unpack" the text, paying close attention to what is printed and also understanding 

the meaning.  Students read within a variety of genres, often comparing and contrasting multiple texts by the same author. They also determine the criteria for a good conversation and practice discussing 
texts with their peers.  Students build their ability to write an informational piece using a simple structure:  developing a topic with facts, definitions, and details.  Academic vocabulary is filtered throughout 
the module where students are given multiple opportunities to engage in discussions. 

  

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.3.A -  
Determine the main idea of a text; recount 
the key details and explain how they 
support the main idea. 
CC.1.2.3.J -  
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, general 
academic, and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships. 
CC.1.3.3.A -  
Determine the central message, lesson, or 
moral in literary text; explain how it is 
conveyed in text. 
CC.1.3.3.H -  
Compare and contrast the themes, 
settings, and plots of stories written by the 
same author about the same or similar 
characters. 
 
Important Standards: 
CC.1.2.3.B -  
Ask and answer questions about the text 
and make inferences from text; refer to 
text to support responses. 
 
CC.1.3.3.J -  
Acquire and use accurately grade-
appropriate conversational, general 
academic, and domain-specific words and 
phrases, including those that signal spatial 
and temporal relationships. 
 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.3.D -  
Create an organizational structure that 
includes information grouped and 
connected logically with a concluding 
statement or section 

 
Important Standards: 
CC.1.4.3.F -  
Demonstrate a grade appropriate command 
of the conventions of standard English 
grammar and spelling 
 
CC.1.4.3.S -  
Draw evidence from literary or informational 
texts to support analysis, reflection, and 
research, applying grade level reading 
standards for literature and informational 
texts 
CC.1.4.3.T -  
With guidance and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, revising, and editing. 
CC.1.4.3.V -  
Conduct short research projects that build 
knowledge about a topic. 
CC.1.4.3.X -  
Write routinely over extended time frames 
(time for research, reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a 
day or two) for a range of discipline-specific 
tasks, purposes and audiences. 
 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.5.3.D -  
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or 
recount an experience with appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking clearly with adequate volume, 
appropriate pacing, and clear 
pronunciation. 

 
Important Standards: 
 

CC.1.1.3.D -  
Know and apply grade level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
• Identify and know the meaning of the most 

common prefixes and derivational 
suffixes. 

• Decode words with common Latin suffixes. 
• Decode multisyllable words. 
• Read grade-appropriate irregularly spelled 

words. 
CC.1.1.3.E -  
Read with accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension: 
• Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
• Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression on 
successive readings. 

Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading 
as necessary. 

Key Learnings: 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159867
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159876
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159949
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159954
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159868
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159956
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160080
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160081
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160095
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160096
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160098
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160100
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160180
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159807
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159808


 

 

CC.1.3.3.C- Describe characters in a 
story and explain how their actions 
contribute to the sequence of events. 
CC.1.2.3L- Read and comprehend 
literary nonfiction and informational 
text on grade level, reading 
independently and proficiently. 
CC 1.2.3.K- Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and multiple-
meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, 
choosing flexibily from a range of 
strategies and tools. 
CC 1.3.3.I- Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and multiple- 
meaning words and phrases based on 
grade-level reading and content, 
choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies and tools. 
 
CC. 1.2.3F- Determine the meaning of 
words and phrases as they are used in 
grade-level text, distinguishing literal 
from nonliteral meaning as well as 
shades of meaning among related 
words. 
 

 

*Indicate eligible content standards by bold. 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recount 
Convey 
Literary 
Volume 
Pacing 
 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

 
Evaluating Information 
 
Main Idea 
 
Organization for Writing 
 
Purpose, Audience and Task 
 
Theme 
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
 
 

I can learn and use content specific vocabulary and phrases. 
 
(Acquire and use accurately grade appropriate conversational, general academic, and domain-
specific words and phrases, including those that signal spatial and temporal relationships.) 
 
I can recognize how an author connects ideas in a text. 
  
(Describe how an author connects sentences and paragraphs in a text to support particular 
points.) 
 
 
I can figure out the lessons or morals of the stories that I have read. 
 
(Determine the central message, lesson, or moral in literary text; explain how it is conveyed in 
text. ) 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
I can show how the main idea is supported by details in the text. 
  
(Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the 
main idea.) 
 
 
 
I can stay focused and organized in my writing.   
(Informational: Create an organizational structure that includes information grouped and 
connected logically with a concluding statement or section. Opinion: Create an organizational 
structure that includes reasons linked in a logical order with a concluding statement or section. 
Narrative: Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, using temporal words and phrases 
to signal event order; provide a sense of closure.) 
 
 
 
I can report on a topic or tell a story with correct and appropriate facts.  I can speak clearly and at 
a good pace.   
 
(Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly with adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear 
pronunciation.) 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

 
DRA 
Writing Benchmark 
Closure activities 
Student samples 
 
Sample Questions Reflecting the PA Core Standards for Reading The purpose of these prompts is to provide teachers with sample questions that are similar in content to those asked on the reading portion 
of PSSA/Keystone Assessments. Rich discussions and writing tasks about what students read should be the focus of classroom instruction. The PA Core Standards in ELA provide an excellent framework from 
which to craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about what they read. Students who are engaged, critical readers and thinkers will be able to transfer those skills and be 
successful no matter the question format. (adapted from "Linking the Common Core for Reading, Classroom Instruction, and DCAS" Delaware Dept of Education) 
CC.1.3.3A (EO3A-K.1.1.1) Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 
Note:  These question stems are aligned with module focus standards that can be utilized with various text pieces. 

 Who finished the race first? Which sentence(s) from the story that support(s) your answer? 

 What is so special about Mario? Which sentence(s) from the story that support(s) your answer? 

 Where does the story take place? Which sentence(s) from the story that support(s) your answer? 

 When did Tiesha try out for the play? Which sentence(s) from the story support(s) your answer? 

 Why did Tyrone get an “A” on his test? Which sentence(s) from the story support(s) your answer? 

 How is John different from Paul? Which sentence(s) from the story support(s) your answer? 
CC.1.3.3.H Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

 How are the themes/plots/settings in books ________ (title) and________ (title) alike and different? 
CC.1.2.3A  Determine the main idea of a text; recount the key details and explain how they support the main idea. 

 What is the main idea of the article? What key details support this main idea? 

 What are the key details in the article? How do the key details support the main idea? 

 Why is ____ a good title for the article? How do the key details support the selection of this title? 
 (Resource: http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr3_2013.pdf)  

 

Summative Assessment 

For authentic practice items, the PDE website offers released item and scoring samples related to assessment anchors for grade 3. The Reading General Scoring Guidelines are also available following the link below. 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526  
(Click on the PSSA link and access 2013-2014 Assessment Anchors for Grade 3) 
Use the following passages and questions to address the focus standards taught in this module. The following items can be used: 
               Poetry readings followed by questions 3, 6, and 7 support CC 1.3.3.A 
       Passage 2 followed by questions 8, 10, 13, 16, 17, and 18 support CC 1.3.3.A 
               Passage 2 followed by question 15 support CC.1.3.3.H 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr3_2013.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526


 

 

               Passage 3 followed by questions 22, 24, 28, and 29 support CC 1.2.3.A 
               Passage 3 followed by questions 21 and 27 support CC 1.2.3.J 
               Narrative prompt followed by the scoring rubric support CC1.4.3.D 
The assessment document that is linked below includes three brief texts. To utilize this assessment, students will read each text piece and respond to multiple choice and the reader response items. This assessment 
focuses on students refering to the text and refering to the scene to answer a question. Two open-ended responses offers an opportunity for students to write using details related to the text. 
grade.3Mod1.summative.ex.docx 
(Adapted from http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ela-grade-3-sample-questions.pdf) 
 
 

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 
 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 
 

 

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/6/13/509655/file.aspx
http://www.engageny.org/sites/default/files/resource/attachments/ela-grade-3-sample-questions.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

