
 

 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 3: Researching to Build Knowledge and Teaching Others Grade Level 3 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 3 cycles (18 days) 

Developed By       

Desired Results  

Module Objectives 

At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 
 

• Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the same topic 
• Write informational/explanatory texts, using strong organizational structures to convey ideas and information clearly 
• Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade level topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly 
• Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly with adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear pronunciation 
 
 
 
This module is designed to prepare students for reading, writing, speaking, and listening in the context of informational reading.  Students begin the process with a whole group class study of a determined 
topic.  Utilizing graphic organizers, independent reading, and partner reading, students cite evidence from the various genres of the topic and develop a research project with a writing project that focuses on 
informational research to build knowledge and teach others.  Academic vocabulary filtered throughout the module where students are given multiple opportunities to engage in discussions. 
 

 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
earlier sections. 
CC.1.3.3.G -  
Explain how specific aspects of a text’s 
illustrations contribute to what is conveyed 
by the words in a story (e.g., create mood, 
emphasize aspects of a character or 
setting). 
CC.1.2.3.B -  
Ask and answer questions about the text 
and make inferences from text; refer to text 
to support responses. 
CC.1.2.3.G -  
Use information gained from text features 
to demonstrate understanding of a text. 
CC.1.2.3.I -  
Compare and contrast the most important 
points and key details presented in two 
texts on the same topic. 
CC.1.3.3.B -  
Ask and answer questions about the text 
and make inferences from text; refer to text 
to support responses. 
CC 1.2.3.K- Determine or clarify the 
meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade-level 
reading and content, choosing flexibly from 
a range of strategies and tools. 
Important Standards: 
CC.1.2.3.D -  
Explain the point of view of the author. 
CC.1.2.3.E -  
Use text features and search tools to locate 
and interpret information. 
 
CC.1.3.3.D -  
Explain the point of view of the author. 

Important Standards: 
CC.1.4.3.F & L- Demonstrate a grade-
appropriate command of conventions of 
standard English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling. 
• Capitalize proper nouns. 
• Use commas and apostrophes 
appropriately. 
• Spell words drawing on common 
spelling patterns. 
• Consult reference material as 
needed. 
CC.1.4.3.S- Draw evidence from literary or 
informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research, applying grade-
level reading standards for literature and 
informational texts. 
CC.1.4.3.T- With guidance and support from 
peers and adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, revising, and 
editing. 
CC.1.4.3.V- Conduct short research projects 
that build knowledge about a topic. 
CC.1.4.3.X- Write routinely over extended 
time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 
CC.1.4.3.A -  
Write informative/ explanatory texts to 
examine a topic and convey ideas and 
information clearly. 
CC.1.4.3.B -  
Identify and introduce the topic. 
CC.1.4.3.C -  
Develop the topic with facts, definitions, 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.5.3.D -  
Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or 
recount an experience with appropriate 
facts and relevant, descriptive details, 
speaking clearly with adequate volume, 
appropriate pacing, and clear 
pronunciation. 
 
Important Standards: 
CC.1.5.3.A -  
Engage effectively in a range of 
collaborative discussions on grade level 
topics and texts, building on others’ ideas 
and expressing their own clearly. 
CC.1.5.3.C -  
Ask and answer questions about 
information from a speaker, offering 
appropriate detail. 
CC.1.5.3.B- Determine the main ideas and 
supporting details of a text read aloud or 
information presented in diverse media 
formats, including visually, quantitatively, 
and orally. 

Focus Standards 

 CC.1.1.3.D -  

 Know and apply grade level phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 

 • Identify and know the meaning of 
the most common prefixes and 
derivational suffixes. 

 • Decode words with common Latin 
suffixes. 

 • Decode multisyllable words. 

 • Read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. 

 CC.1.1.3.E -  

 Read with accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension: 

 • Read on-level text with purpose 
and understanding. 

 • Read on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 

• Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 

Key Learnings: 



 

 

CC.1.3.3.E -  
Refer to parts of texts when writing or 
speaking about a text using such terms as 
chapter, scene and stanza and describe 
how each successive part builds upon 

details, and illustrations, as appropriate. 
CC.1.4.3.D -  
Create an organizational structure that 
includes information grouped and 
connected logically with a concluding 
statement or section. 
CC.1.4.3.E -  
Choose words and phrases for effect. 
CC.1.4.3.U -  
With guidance and support, use technology 
to produce and publish writing (using 
keyboarding skills) as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others. 
CC.1.4.3.W -  
Recall information from experiences or 
gather information from print and digital 
sources; take brief notes on sources and 
sort evidence into provided categories. 

*Indicate eligible content standards in bold. 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Chapter 
Dialogue 
Infer 
Inferences 
Scene 
Stanza 
Support 
 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

 
Analysis Across Texts 
 
Collaborative Discussion 
 
Content for Writing 
 
Organization for Writing 
 
Purpose, Audience and Task 
 
Text Analysis 
 
 
 
 
 

I can ask and answer questions to show that I understand the important details in a text.  I can 
use the text to find my answers. 
 
(Ask and answer questions about the text and make inferences from text; refer to text to 
support responses.) 
 
I can compare and contrast the most important points and details in two different texts on the 
same topic. 
 
(Compare and contrast the most important points and key details presented in two texts on the 
same topic.) 
 
I can have different types of discussions on 3

rd
 grade topics.  I can express my own ideas and 

build upon the ideas of others. 
 
(Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade level topics and texts, 
building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.) 
 
I can write an opinion piece about a topic or book.  I can give reasons that support my opinion.   
 
(Informational: Create an organizational structure that includes information grouped and 
connected logically with a concluding statement or section. Opinion: Create an organizational 
structure that includes reasons linked in a logical order with a concluding statement or section. 
Narrative: Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally, using temporal words and phrases 
to signal event order; provide a sense of closure.) 
 
 
 



 

 

I can write a narrative piece that introduces a narrator or characters.  I can order the events in 
my story in a logical, sequential order that makes sense. 
 
I can use facts and definitions in my informative writing. 
 
(Informational: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, details, and illustrations, as 
appropriate. Opinion: Support an opinion with reasons. Narrative: Establish a situation and 
introduce a narrator and/or characters.) 
 
I can report on a topic, tell a story, or retell an experience with the right facts and descriptive 
details.  
 
(Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience with appropriate facts and 
relevant, descriptive details; speak clearly with adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear 
pronunciation.) 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

 
DRA 
Writing Benchmark 
Closure Activities 
Student Samples 
 

The purpose of these prompts is to provide teachers with sample questions that are similar in content to those asked on the reading portion of PSSA/Keystone Assessments. Rich discussions and writing tasks about what 
students read should be the focus of classroom instruction. The PA Core Standards in ELA provide an excellent framework from which to craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about 
what they read. Students who are engaged, critical readers and thinkers will be able to transfer those skills and be successful no matter the question format. (adapted 
fromhttp://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr3_2013.pdf) 
CC.1.3.3.A    Ask and answer questions to demonstrate understanding of a text, referring explicitly to the text as the basis for the answers. 

 Who finished the race first? Which sentence(s) from the story supports your answer? 

 What is so special about Mario? Which sentence(s) from the story supports your answer? 

 Where does the story take place? Which sentence(s) from the story supports your answer? 

 When did Tiesha try out for the play? Which sentence(s) from the story supports your answer? 

 Why did Tyrone get an “A” on his test? Which sentence(s) from the story supports your answer? 

 How is John different from Paul? Which sentence(s) from the story supports your answer? 
CC.1.3.3.E   Compare and contrast the themes, settings, and plots of stories written by the same author about the same or similar characters (e.g., in books from a series). 

 How are the themes/plots/settings in Kevin Henke’s books _______(title) and ______(title) alike and different? 
 
 

Summative Assessment 

(CC.1.2.3.B) Students explain how the main idea that Lincoln had “many faces” in Russell Freedman’s Lincoln: A Photobiography is supported by key details in the text. 
sample.performance.task.gr3.1.2.3.B.docx 
  
(CC.1.2.3.B) Students read a description of life in a Masaai Village from Carmen Deedy's 14 Cows for America and demonstrate their understanding of the differences in an African village by asking questions pertaining to 
who, what, where, when, why, and how their life is different from life in a Maasai village by answering using key details from the story.  
Students will also identify the event that this story is centered around (INFERENCE).  
Students will also discuss the last sentence in the story.  What does it mean?  (INFERENCE) 
sample2.performance.task.gr3.1.2.3.B.docx 
 
(CC.1.4.3.A.) Students explain (in paragraph format) how the specific image of a soap bubble and other accompanying illustrations in Walter Wick’s A Drop of Water: A Book of Science and Wonder contribute to and 
clarify their understanding of bubbles and water. 
sample.performance.task.gr3.1.4.3.A.docx 
(CC.1.2.3.I) Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast details about bats from the two poetry samples.  How are the two poems alike?  How are they different? What are the most important details we can write 
about bats? 
sample.performance.task.gr3.1.2.3.I.docx 
(CC1.3.3.H)  Cynthia Rylant is a pet lover and currently has two cats. In the two passages about Mudge and Pandora, what are similarities in theme and setting? Write questions for the author about her pets, Mudge and 
Pandora? 
sample.performance.task.gr3.1.3.3.H.docx 
(CC.1.4.3.A) Students determine the main idea and write a summary utilizing facts and key details to support the premise of her text. How were we wrong about dinosaurs? Illustrate a portion of the summary. 
sample.performance.task.gr3.1.4.3.C.docx 
(CC.1.4.3.D) Students will create an accurate graphic organizer depicting global population using the information from David Smith’s, If the World Were a Village. Student’s graphic organizer will include a concluding 
sentence or paragraph (of the teacher’s choice, i.e., the student’s thoughts on global population? summary of the article?). 
sample.performance.task.gr.3.1.4.3.D.docx 
 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr3_2013.pdf
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/24/523079/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523238/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/24/523108/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523241/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523244/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523248/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523249/file.aspx


 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf 
For authentic practice, items the PDE website offers released item and scoring samples related to Assessment Anchors for grade 3. The Reading General Scoring Guidelines are also available following the link 
below.  (Click on the PSSA link and access 2013-2014 Assessment Anchors for Grade 3.) 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526  
Use the following passages and questions to address the focus standards taught in this module. The following items can be used: 
               Poetry readings followed by questions 3, 6, and 7 support CC 1.3.3.A 
               Passage 2 followed by questions 8, 10, 13, 16, 17, and 18 support CC 1.3.3.A 
               Passage 2 followed by question 15 support CC.1.3.3.H 
               Passage 3 followed by questions 22, 24, 28, and 29 support CC 1.2.3.A 
               Informative prompt followed by the scoring rubric support CC 1.4.3.B CC 1.4.3.C 
 
 
 

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

 

 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 
 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 
 

 

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_B.pdf
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

