
 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 4: Considering Perspectives and Supporting 

Opinions (emphasis on opinion writing comparing 

texts) 

Grade Level 4 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 4 cycles 

Developed By J. Behney, T. Chapman, S. Viguers 

Desired Results  

Module Objectives 
 
At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 

 Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text 
 Compare and contrast an event or topic told from two different points of view while integrating information from two texts on the same topic to 

demonstrate understanding 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts by providing reasons that are supported by facts and details following an organizational structure that 
includes related ideas grouped to support the writer's purpose 

 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions on grade level topics and texts, building on others ideas and expressing their own 
clearly 

  

 
 
In this module, students engage in reading, writing, listening and speaking to build knowledge.  Students begin by reading basic informational texts. 
 They then read out loud and perform a short Readers Theater (written for classroom use) while learning the structural elements of drama and 
practicing reading fluently.  Students have the opportunity to read science texts closely which gives them a chance to examine the structure, text 
features, and analyze concepts in scientific writing.  Students write routinely and explain their findings of scientific experiments.  An expanded writing 
piece will allow students to write an editorial expressing an opinion relating to the findings from their informational reading. 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 
Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Key Learnings 



 

Focus Standards: 
 

Cause/Effect (NF) 
CC.1.2.4.C -  

Explain events, 

procedures, ideas, or 

concepts in a text, 

including what happened 

and why, based on specific 

information in the text. 

 

Compare/Contrast 

(NF) 
CC.1.2.4.D -  

Compare and contrast an 

event or topic told from 

two different points of 

view. 

 

Supporting Points 

(NF) 
CC.1.2.4.H 

Describe how an author 

connects sentences and 

paragraphs in a text to 

support particular points. 

 

Integrate Information 

(NF) 
CC.1.2.4.I -  

Integrate information 

from two texts on the same 

topic to demonstrate 

understanding of that 

topic. 

 

Inferring (L) 
CC.1.3.4.B -  

Cite relevant details from 

text to support what the 

text says explicitly and 

Focus Standards: 
 
    

Opinion/Argumentative 
CC.1.4.4.G -  

Write opinion pieces on 

topics or texts.  

 

Idea Development 
CC.1.4.4.I -  

Provide reasons that 

are supported by facts 

and  

details. 

 

Organization 
CC.1.4.4.J -  

Create an 

organizational 

structure that includes 

related ideas grouped to 

support the writer’s 

purpose and linked in a 

logical order with a 

concluding statement or 

section related to the 

opinion. 

 

 
 

Important Standards: 
 

CC.1.4.4.X -  

Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for research, 

reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames 

(a single sitting or a day 

or two) for a range of 

discipline-specific tasks, 

purposes and audiences. 

Focus Standards: 
 
Collaboration 
CC.1.5.4.A -  

Engage effectively in a range of 

collaborative discussions on grade 

level topics and texts, building on 

others’ ideas and expressing their 

own clearly. 
 
Important Standards: 
 
 

CC.1.5.4.C 

Identify the reasons and evidence a 

speaker provides to support particular 

points. 

 

 

CC.1.5.4.G 

Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 

when speaking, based on Grade 4 

level and content. 

Focus Standards: 
 
Phonics and Word Analysis 
CC.1.1.4.D –  

Know and apply grade level phonics and word 

analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Use combined knowledge of all letter-sound 

correspondences, syllabication patterns, and 

morphology to read accurately unfamiliar 

multisyllabic words. 
 
Important Standards: 
 

 

CC.1.1.4.E 

Read with accuracy and fluency to support 

comprehension. 

 Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding.  

 Read on-level text orally with 

accuracy, appropriate rate, and 

expression on successive readings. 

 Use context to confirm or self- correct 

word recognition and understanding, 

rereading as necessary. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159881
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159882
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159887
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159959
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160107
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160109
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160110
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160124
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160184
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159812


 

make inferences. 

 

Compare/Contrast 

(L) 
C.C.1.3.4.E – 

Explain major differences 

between poems, drama, 

and prose, and refer to the 

structural elements of 

each when writing or 

speaking about a text. 
      

     C.C.1.3.4.D 

    Compare and contrast an event 

or topic told from two different 

points of view.  

Important Standards: 

 
CC.1.4.4.H 
Introduce the topic and 
state an opinion on the 
topic. 
 
CC.1.4.4.K 
Choose words and 
phrases to convey ideas 
precisely. 
 
CC.1.4.4.L 
Demonstrate a grade- 
appropriate command of 
the conventions of 
standard English 
grammar, usage, 
capitalization, 
punctuation, and 
spelling. 
 

 

*Indicate eligible content standards by boldface print 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 
Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 

Reading 
 

Writing 
 

Speaking and Listening 

 
Foundational Skills 

 
 

 

 

Particular Points  (reasons) 

Structural elements 

Prose 

 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

 
Collaborative Discussion 

 

Conducting Research 

 

Content for Writing 

 

Evaluating Arguments 

 

Fluency 

 

Focus for Writing 

 

Phonics and Word Recognition 

 

Point of View 

 

Text Analysis 

 

Text Structure 

 

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 

Reading Informational Text: 
I can explain events, ideas, or procedures from an informational text and use the 

text to support my explanation. CC.1.2.4.C 

I can explain differences in focus and information provided between a first hand 

and second hand account of the same event. CC.1.2.4.D 

I can explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support his/her points. 

CC 1.2.4.H 

I can combine (integrate) information from two texts on the same topic to 

demonstrate my understanding. CC.1.2.4.I 

 

Reading Literature 
I can draw inferences from a text and refer to details and examples in the text 

when explaining my inferences.  CC1.3.4.B 

I can compare and contrast an event or topic told from two different points of 

view.  CC1.3.4.D  

I can refer to structural elements to explain major differences among poems, 

drama, and prose. CC.1.3.4.E 

 

Writing-Opinion 

I can write an opinion piece.  CC.1.4.4.G 

I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of view, where I provide 

reasons that are supported by facts and details. CC. 1.4.4.I 



 

 I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of view, where I introduce a 

topic or name of a book, and state an opinion. CC.1.4.4.J 

I can write an opinion piece that supports a point of view, where I use linking 

words to create a logical order with a concluding statement or section. CC.1.4.4.J 

 

Speaking and Listening: 
I can prepare for a class discussion and participate by responding to things others 

say. CC.1.5.4.A 

I can follow agreed upon rules for class discussions and carry out my assigned 

roles. CC.1.5.4.A 

 

Phonics/Word Analysis 

I can use my knowledge of letter-sound relationships, syllabication, roots and 

affixes to read words I don’t know.  CC1.1.4.D 

 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  
Sample Performance Tasks - Literacy Design Collaborative 

Literacy Design Collaborative Tasks (LDC) template tasks are fill-in-the-blank “assessment shells” built off the Common Core standards. They allow teachers to 

insert the text to be read, writing to be produced, and content to be addressed. When filled in, template tasks create high-quality student assignments that develop 

reading, writing, and thinking skills in the context of learning science, history, English, and other subjects.  

Grade 4 Elementary LDC Task Template: Opinion/Explain 

[Insert question] After reading_______ (literary or informational text/s), write a/n_____ (product) in which you answer the question and explain your reasons_____ 

(content). Give ________ (an, several, or #) examples from ____ (text/s) to support your opinion.  

Grade 4 Elementary LDC Task Example: 1 

How do the characters in the myths “Bridge of Fire” and “Fires of Pele” view nature?  Support your opinions with two examples from each text.  This task is based 

off of Lesson 1 of the resource Triumph Learning Common Core Coach: English Language Arts 4, 2013, which can be found at: 

Volcanoes Myths.pdf 

Reference: http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org 

Reference  

Although young children are not able to produce fully developed logical arguments, they develop a variety of methods to extend and elaborate their work by 

providing examples, offering reasons for their assertions, and explaining cause and effect. These kinds of expository structures are steps on the road to argument. In 

grades K–5, the term “opinion” is used to refer to this developing form of argument. 

writing.definitions.from.ccss.pdf 

 

Summative Assessment 
Summative Assessment Examples 

http://websites.pdesas.org/jennifer_smith/2013/10/31/528511/file.aspx
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/24/523117/file.aspx


 

Grade 4 Task: 2 

After reading Like Fire and Water, students will perform a Readers Theater.  Drawing on specific details from the text, they will demonstrate the structural elements of drama and 

practice fluency.  This task is based off of Lesson 1 of the resource Triumph Learning Common Core Coach: English Language Arts 4, 2013, which can be found at: 

Volcanoes Myths.pdf 

For authentic practice items the PDE website offers released item and scoring samples related to assessment anchors for grade 4. The Reading General Scoring Guidelines are also 

available following the link below. 

http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526  

 (Click on the PSSA link and access 2013-2014 Assessment Anchors for Grade 4)  

 

Strategies for Reading 
Questioning the Author (QtA) (Margaret McKeown, Isabel Beck, and Jo Worthy)  

Questioning the author is a strategy that uses a series of questions to actively engage students with a text. Rather than reading and taking information from a text, the QtA strategy 

encourages students to ask questions of the author and the text. This strategy is designed to encourage students to think beyond the words on the page and to consider the author's 

perspective, purpose for the selection and his or her success at communicating it. 

Questioning the Author is a questioning process that begins with students reading a selection of text (one or more paragraphs, but generally not as much as a whole page). Students 

then work to answer these questions: 

 What is the author trying to tell you? or What is the author’s message? 

 Why is the author telling you that? 

 Does the author explain it clearly? 

 How could the author have said things more clearly? 

 What would you say instead? 

  

Through forming their questions, students learn more about the text. By carefully examining the author's intent, craft, clarity, and organization, students can form an opinion 

regarding the author’s work and cite specific evidence from the text to support their stance. 

Graphic Organizers  

Organizers need to be carefully selected to meet the purpose of the lesson and need to be explicitly taught. The teacher first models how to use the organizer, then provides students 

with guided practice as they use the organizers, and finally provides multiple opportunities for students to use the organizer independently. The sequence of instruction is referred to 

as the Gradual Release of Responsibility model of learning. The following are examples of graphic organizers that support the focus of this unit: 

 Gathering Evidence from Informational Texts – While or after reading informational texts, have students record the key point or their opinion on the topic and supporting 

evidence. Gathering Evidence from Informational Texts.docx 

 Informational Compare/Contrast Matrix – While researching a topic from multiple sources, record important points, key details, and identify the source. From this organizer, 

write a summary of the most important information on the topic. Informational Compare Contrast Organizer.docx 

  

Opinion/Proof 

This strategy helps students learn to develop an opinion, and support it through evidence from a text. 

 Students read a text collaboratively or independently 

 As students read, they develop an opinion about a character from the text and write their opinion down in the left-hand column. 

 On the right-hand column, students write down supporting evidence from the text that supports their opinion (which has been recorded in the left-hand column). The 

evidence must be derived from the text along with the page number for reference. 

http://websites.pdesas.org/jennifer_smith/2013/10/31/528511/file.aspx
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523303/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523305/file.aspx


 

 The students share their opinion/proof notes with the class. Extension: The students may use their opinion/proof notes to develop an opinion piece about a specific text. 

Example of Graphic Organizer to Support Opinion/Proof Strategy.  

Opinion Evidence to Support 

Your Opinion 

Page # or Paragraph # 

      

      

      

  

Strategies for Opinion Writing 

Fourth graders are expected to write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons. Students are to introduce their topic, state an opinion and provide 

reasons to support the opinion. A significant shift at this grade level is that students are expected to create an organizational structure to list their reasons. Students use more 

sophisticated linking words (because, therefore, since, for example) and provide a concluding statement or section. Opinion formats may include book reviews, letters, blogs, and 

essays.   

The following instructional strategies are organized around the writing process, however, teachers should use professional judgment as when to engage students in long-term writing 

(which will utilize the writing process) and short-term, on demand writing which does not utilize the writing process. 

Planning  

Writers can use a graphic organizer, or planning map, to help plan and organize their opinion writing. Graphic organizers need to be carefully selected to meet the purpose of the 

lesson and need to be explicitly taught. An alternative to writing in graphic organizers is to use Sticky Notes to layout the structure of the opinion piece. The teacher should first 

model how to use the Opinion Writing Graphic Organizer, and then provide students with guided practice as they use the organizer, and finally provide multiple opportunities for 

students to use the organizer independently. The sequence of instruction is referred to as the Gradual Release of Responsibility model of learning. Opinion Writing Map Gr. 3-5.docx 

Drafting  

The following questions may help to guide students as they are drafting and revising their opinion writing piece (Owocki, 2013): 

 How does the author introduce the piece? Does the introduction begin to draw the reader toward the opinion? How? If not, what other ideas could the author try? 

 What key words and phrases are used to express the opinion? 

 What reasons are given or shown for the opinion? Are there other reasons or details the author could include? 

 How is the piece organized? What linking words are used? Could any linking words be added to help the reader? 

 How does the author close the piece? Does it move you? If not, what other ideas could the author try? 

These same questions can also be used to focus the teacher’s instruction and to evaluate mentor opinion texts. 

Publishing 

Opinion formats may include book reviews, letters, blogs, and essays. Informational writing can be published in a variety of formats such as summaries, reports, how-to pieces, all-

about pieces, articles, web-pages, PowerPoints, and wikispaces. The following is a list of digital-media tools to support the digital and online publication: 

o Glogster - Glogster's multimedia poster tool allows students to make posters that include text, images, audio, video, sound and data. Students can use this tool to 

individually or collaboratively develop pieces such as book reviews, advertisements, or informational presentations. Posters can be saved and shared as a 

presentation or made available through a link to a wiki, blog, or websites. http://edu.glogster.com/what-is-glogster-edu/ 

o Voicethread – Once students have composed an opinion piece of publishable quality, they can upload photos or a PowerPoint and compose a voiceover. 

Presentations can be saved or emailed  https://voicethread.org/ 

o Blabberize – Once students have composed an opinion piece of publishable quality, they can visit http://blabberize.com/ to create a voice over of themselves reading 

their piece. Students can upload a photo of themselves and the photo will become animated once the audio is uploaded. 

Formative Assessment Examples 

http://websites.pdesas.org/christine_carucci/2013/9/25/523318/file.aspx
http://edu.glogster.com/what-is-glogster-edu/
https://voicethread.org/
http://blabberize.com/


 

Sample Questions Reflecting the PA Core Standards for Reading 

The purpose of these prompts is to provide teachers with sample questions that are similar in content to those asked on the reading portion of PSSA/Keystone Assessments. Rich 

discussions and writing tasks about what students read should be the focus of classroom instruction. The PA Core Standards in ELA provide an excellent framework from which to 

craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about what they read. Students who are engaged, critical readers and thinkers will be able to transfer those 

skills and be successful no matter the question format. (adapted from "Linking the Common Core for Reading, Classroom Instruction, and DCAS" Delaware Dept. of Education) 

These question stems are aligned with module Focus Standards that can be utilized with various text pieces. 

Questions related to standard CC.1.3.4.A– Refer to details and examples in a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences from the text. 

(The following questions are sample "text" questions that can be used with any text.) 
 Who finished the race first? How do you know? Use details and/or examples from the story to support your answer. What is so special about Mario? How do you know? Use 

details and/or examples from the story to support your answer. 

 Where does the story take place? How do you know? Use details and/or examples from the story to support your answer. 

 Why did Tiesha try out for the play? How do you know? Use details and/or examples from the story to support your answer. 

 Why did Tyrone get an “A” on his test? How do you know? Use details and/or examples from the story to support your answer. 

 How is John different from Paul? Use details and/or examples from the story to support your answer. 

Questions related to standard CC.1.3.4.H– Compare and contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics (e.g., opposition of good and evil) and patterns of events (e.g., 

the quest) in stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures. 
 Both ______ (text title) and _____ (text title) have similar themes. How are the authors’ treatments of that theme alike and different? Which author is more effective in 

relaying this theme? Why? Use examples from both texts to support your answer. (Texts selected should be stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.) 

 Both ______ (text title) and _____ (text title) have similar topics. How are the authors’ treatments of that topic alike and different? Which text is more interesting? Why? 

Use examples from both texts to support your answer. (Texts selected should be stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.) 

 Both ______ (text title) and _____ (text title) are quest tales. How are the patterns of events alike and different? Which text is more interesting? Why? Use examples from 

both texts to support your answer. (Texts selected should be stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.) 

  

Questions related to standard CC.1.2.4.A – Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text. 
 What is the main idea of the article? Which key details in the article support this main idea? 

 What is the main idea of the article? Explain how the key details in each paragraph support this main idea. 

 Summarize the information in the article. 

 (resource: http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr3_2013.pdf)   

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr3_2013.pdf


 

     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21st Century Skills  
Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

 

 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 TweenTribune 

 Scholastic for Kids 

  

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 

 
 

 

 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  

ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

