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Title of Unit Module 6: Gathering Evidence and Speaking to 
Others 

Grade Level 4 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 4 cycles 

Developed By J. Behney,  T. Chapman, S. Viguers 

Desired Results  

Module Objectives 

At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 

 Integrate information from two texts on the same topic to demonstrate understanding 

 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts by providing reasons supported by facts and details, following an organizational structure 

 Use technology to produce and publish writing as well as interact and collaborate with others while reporting on a topic or text that uses facts and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main ideas of themes 

 

Key Learnings 
 

In this module, students read various informational pieces about a topic and gather evidence.  They form an understanding of the issues surrounding a topic and create an 
engaging product that explains the effect of the informational topic by adding visual displays, audio recordings, and other media formats.  Students have the opportunity to 
present their findings and speak in complete sentences in order to provide requested detail or clarification.  Academic vocabulary is filtered throughout the module where 
students are given multiple opportunities to engage in discussions. 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
 
Synthesize (NF) 

CC.1.2.4.I -  
Integrate information 
from two texts on the 
same topic to 
demonstrate 
understanding of that 
topic. 

 
 
Important Standards: 
Intentionally Blank 
 

 

 
 
 

Focus Standards: 
 
Opinion/Argumentative 

CC.1.4.4.G -  
Write opinion pieces on 
topics or texts. 

 
Idea Development 

CC.1.4.4.I -  
Provide reasons that are 
supported by facts and 
details. 

 
Organization 

CC.1.4.4.J -  
Create an organizational 
structure that includes 
related ideas grouped to 
support the writer’s 

Focus Standards: 
Presentation 
CC.1.5.4.D -  
Report on a topic or 
text, tell a story, or 
recount an experience in 
an organized manner, 
using appropriate facts 
and relevant, descriptive 
details to support main 
ideas or themes; 
speaking clearly with 
adequate volume, 
appropriate pacing, and 
clear pronunciation. 

 
 
Important Standards: 
Intentionally Blank 

 
 
 
 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159887
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160107
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160109
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160110
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160187
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purpose and linked in a 
logical order with a 
concluding statement or 
section related to the 
opinion. 

Produce and Publish 
CC.1.4.4.U -  
With some guidance and 
support, use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce and publish 
writing as well as to 
interact and collaborate 
with others; 
demonstrate sufficient 
command of 
keyboarding skills to 
type a minimum of one 
page in a single sitting. 

References 
CC.1.4.4.W -  
Recall relevant 
information from 
experiences or gather 
relevant information 
from print and digital 
sources; take notes and 
categorize information, 
and provide a list of 
sources. 

 
 
Important Standards: 
 

CC.1.4.4.X -  
Write routinely over 
extended time frames 
(time for research, 
reflection, and revision) 
and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of 
discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes and audiences. 

 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160121
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160123
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160124
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*Indicate eligible content standards by boldface print 

Misconceptions 
Students tend to think the teacher is the only person 
who will be reading their writing and is the audience for 
whom they write to. 
Following an organizational structure is boring and 
uncreative. 

Proper Conceptions 
Authentic writing experiences require students to be 
aware of many different audiences (teachers, 
classmates, the community, etc.). Writing is more 
exciting when it is shared. 
Following an organizational structure helps to form a 
writer's thoughts based on textual evidence while 
communicating intentions to an audience. 

 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
      

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

 
Collaborative Discussion 
 
Diverse Media 
 
Response to Literature 
 
Text Analysis 
 
Vocabulary Acquisition and Use 
 
 
 
 
 

Read Informational Text: 
I can combine (integrate) information from 
two texts on the same topic to 
demonstrate my understanding. CC1.2.4.I 
 
Write opinion Pieces: 
I can write an opinion piece.  CC.1.4.4.G 
I can write an opinion piece that supports a 
point of view, where I provide reasons that 
are supported by facts and details. CC. 
1.4.4.I 
I can write an opinion piece that supports a 
point of view, where I introduce a topic or 
name of a book, and state an opinion. 
CC.1.4.4.J 
I can write an opinion piece that supports a 
point of view, where I use linking words to 
create a logical order with a concluding 
statement or section. CC.1.4.4.J 
I can use digital tools to produce and 
publish my work. CC.1.4.4.U 
I can use provided sources to find 
information and take notes. CC.1.4.4.W 
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I can provide a list of sources used for a 
research project. CC.1.4.4.W 
 

  

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

Students will integrate information from various texts on the same topic to demonstrate understanding.   Students will then write an opinion pieces on topics by providing reasons 
supported by facts and details. Students will use technology to produce and publish writing as well as interact and collaborate with others.  Then report orally on a topic or text that 
visually uses facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas of the theme.   
Sample Questions Reflecting the PA Core Standards for Reading 
The purpose of these prompts is to provide teachers with sample questions that are similar in content to those asked on the reading portion of PSSA/Keystone Assessments. Rich 
discussions and writing tasks about what students read should be the focus of classroom instruction. The PA Core Standards in ELA provide an excellent framework from which to 
craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about what they read. Students who are engaged, critical readers and thinkers will be able to transfer 
those skills and be successful no matter the question format. (adapted from "Linking the Common Core for Reading, Classroom Instruction, and DCAS" Delaware Dept of Education) 
These question stems are aligned with module Focus Standards that can be utilized with various text pieces. 
Sample Questions Reflecting the Common Core State Standards for Reading 
The purpose of these prompts is to provide teachers with sample questions that are similar in content to those asked on the reading portion of PSSA/Keystone Assessments. Rich 
discussions and writing tasks about what students read should be the focus of classroom instruction. The PA Core Standards in ELA provide an excellent framework from which to 
craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about what they read. Students who are engaged, critical readers and thinkers will be able to transfer 
those skills and be successful no matter the question format. 
These question stems are aligned with module Focus Standards that can be utilized with various texxt pieces. 
Questions related to standard CC.1.2.4.I – Use information gained from illustrations (e.g., maps, photographs) and the words in two texts on the same topic to demonstrate 
understanding of the text (e.g., where, when, why, and how key events occur). 

  How does the map help the reader understand why the countries fought for control of the river? 

  How does the photograph help the reader understand why people were eager to visit the canyon? 

  How does the map help the reader understand where the battle occurred? 

  How does the photograph help the reader understand when the event occurred? 

  How does the map help the reader understand how the Mississippi River helped farmers get their crops to market? 
Questions related to standard CC. 1.4.4.U/W-  Interpret information presented visually, orally, or quantitatively (e.g., in charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, animations, or 
interactive elements on Web pages) and explain how the information contributes to an understanding of the text in which it appears.  

 How does the diagram help the reader understand how a person breathes? Use examples from the diagram and the text to support your answer. 

 Explain how the chart helps the reader understand how the popularity of certain toys changes from year to year. Use examples from the chart and the text in your 
answer. 

 How does the diagram help the reader understand the directions? Use examples from the diagram and the text in your answer. 

 How does the graph contribute to the reader’s understanding of crop yields? Use examples from the graph and the text in your answer. 

 How does the timeline contribute to the reader’s understanding of the development of chewing gum? Use examples from the timeline and the text in your answer 
Questions related to standard CC.1.5.4.D-  – Integrate information from two texts on the same topic in order to write or speak about the subject knowledgeably.  

 Given the information presented in two texts, explain why exercise is the key to good health. 

 Given the information presented in two texts, explain the causes of the American Revolution. 
Reference:  http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr4_2013.pdf 
 

Sample Performance Tasks - Literacy Design Collaborative Literacy Design Collaborative (LDC) template tasks are fill-in-the-blank “assessment shells” built off the Common Core 
standards. They allow teachers to insert the text to be read, writing to be produced, and content to be addressed. When filled in, template tasks create high-quality student 

http://www.doe.k12.de.us/aab/English_Language_Arts/ELA_docs_folder/Linking_Documents/Linking_Doc_Gr4_2013.pdf
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assignments that develop reading, writing, and thinking skills in the context of learning science, history, English, and other subjects. 

Grade 4 Elementary LDC Task Template – Informational/Explanatory LDC Elementary Task 7:                  [Insert optional question] After reading_______(literary or informational 
text/s), write a/n_____(product) in which you explain ___________(content).             Give ________(an, several, or #) examples from________(text/s) to support your discussion.     
              

Grade 4 Elementary LDC ELA Task Example Which is more devastating: tsunamis or hurricanes? After reading, which natural disaster is more devastating? Explain your reasons 

with reference to the author's use of informative text and text features. Give several examples from the book to support your opinion. 
Suggested Texts: Kingfisher Knowledge: Natural Disasters: Hurricanes, Tsunamis & Other Destructive Forces by Andrew Langley 
Reference: http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org 
 

 

Summative Assessment 

 
Summative Assessment Examples 
Grade 4 Task 2: Text based writing using the following standard 
CC.1.4.4.U - With some guidance and support, use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing as well as to interact and collaborate with others; 
demonstrate sufficient command of keyboarding skills to type a minimum of one page in a single sitting. 
CC.1.4.4.W - Recall relevant information from experiences or gather relevant information from print and digital sources; take notes and categorize information, and provide a list of 
sources. 
CC.1.5.4.D - Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas 
or themes; speaking clearly with adequate volume, appropriate pacing, and clear pronunciation.  

Grade 4 Task 2:  After reading several informational texts on natural disasters (hurricanes and tsunamis), create a visual display in which you interpret the information to develop 
an action plan that suggests ways to reduce the impact that natural disasters have on communities.  Give several examples from the texts to support your presentation. 
Suggested Texts: Kingfisher Knowledge: Natural Disasters: Hurricanes, Tsunamis & Other Destructive Forces by Andrew Langley and A True Book, The Superstorm Hurricane Sandy 
by Josh Gregory 
Rubric: 
PSSA Grades 3-5 Informative/Explanatory Scoring 

Guidelines http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526 
Reference:  
LCD:http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org 
Scholastic News:  http://sni.scholastic.com/SN4 
Time for Kids: http://www.timeforkids.com/ 

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 

http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assessment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_%28pssa%29/1190526
http://www.literacydesigncollaborative.org/
http://sni.scholastic.com/SN4
http://www.timeforkids.com/
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From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

 

 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 Trade books 

 Reading Works  

 Study Island (website) 

 Tweentribune (website) 

 Tumble Books (website) 

 We Give Books (website) 

 Scholastic for Kids (website) 
 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 

 Learnzillion (website) 

 The Comprehension Toolkit  
 

 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

