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Desired Results  

Module Objectives 

 
At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 

 Determine a theme of a text from details in the text, summarize the text, and explain major differences between poems, drama, and prose while referring to the structural elements 
of each when writing or speaking 

 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events by using dialogue and descriptions to develop or show the responses of characters to situations while using 
concrete words, phrases and sensory details to convey the experiences and events precisely 

  
 
 
 
 
 
In this module, students read various literary text pieces and further practice determining a theme from the details in the text. They are given opportunities to explain the differences between 
poems, drama, and prose and refer to the structural elements of each when writing or speaking about a narrative text.  Students expand their skills in determining meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in grade level text (including figurative language).  Using dialogue and descriptions to develop experiences and events in narrative writing is important in this 
module.  Academic vocabulary is filtered throughout the module where students are given multiple opportunities to engage in discussions. 
 
 

 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.3.4.A -  
Determine a theme of a text from 
details in the text; summarize the text. 

 
CC.1.3.4.E -  
Explain major differences between 
poems, drama and prose and refer to 
the structural elements of each when 
writing or speaking about a text. 

 
CC.1.3.4.F -  

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.4.M -  
Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events. 

 
CC.1.4.4.O -  
Use dialogue and descriptions to 
develop experiences and events or show 
the responses of characters to 
situations; use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely. 

Focus Standards: 
Intententionally blank 
 
Important Standards: 
 

*See Fontas and Pinnell & Words Their 
Way 

 
CC.1.1.4.E -  
Read with accuracy and fluency to support 
comprehension: 
• Read on-level text with purpose and 

understanding. 
• Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 

appropriate rate, and expression 
on successive readings. 

• Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and 

Key Learnings 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159961
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159963
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159964
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160113
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160115
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#159813


 

Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in grade level 
text, including figurative language. 

 
 
Important Standards: 
 
Intentionally blank 
 
 

 
 
Important Standards: 
 
 

CC.1.4.4.X -  
Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a 
single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes and 
audiences. 

 

understanding, rereading as 
necessary. 

 

*Indicate eligible content standards by boldface print 
 
 

Misconceptions 
In Readers Theater is only for small children or for those with extensive theatrical 
experience. Students must memorize their parts, scripts are difficult to find and adapt, and 
a great deal of time and preparation are required for this instructional technique.  
 
 

Proper Conceptions 
Readers Theater is for any age and reading ability. Possible scripts exist in any material 
used in the classroom, and that these scripts may quickly be adapted by the students and 
performed soon afterwards. Readers Theater is not limited to those students with a high 
level of speaking proficiency; instead, students of all levels can participate in this activity 
which can involve the entire class 
 

 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 
Reading 
 
Writing 
 
Speaking and Listening 
 
Foundational Skills 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/StandardsBrowser#160124


 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Analysis Across Texts 
 
Collaborative Discussion 
 
Main Idea 
 
Organization for Writing 
 
Technology and Publication 
 
Text Analysis 
 
Theme 
 
Writing Conventions 
 
Writing Style 
 

Reading Literature: 
I can determine the theme of a piece of literature.  CC.1.3.4.A 
I can summarize a piece of literature.  CC.1.3.4.A 
I can refer to structural elements to explain major differences among poems, drama and 
prose.CC.1.3.4.E 
I can determine the meaning of words and phrases based on how they are used in a 
text.CC.1.3.4.F 
I can determine the meaning of words and phrases found in figurative language.  CC.1.3.4.F 
 
Write Narratives: 
I can write a real or imagined narrative piece where I establish a situation, and introduce a 
narrator and/or characters.CC.1.4.4.M 
I can write a real or imagined narrative piece where I use dialogue and descriptions to 
develop events and characters. CC.1.4.4.O 
 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

Formative Assessment Examples 

Sample Questions Reflecting the Common Core State Standards for Reading The purpose of these prompts is to provide teachers with sample questions that are similar in content to those asked 
on the reading portion of PSSA/Keystone Assessments. Rich discussions and writing tasks about what students read should be the focus of classroom instruction. The PA Core Standards in ELA 
provide an excellent framework from which to craft probing questions to encourage students to think deeply and critically about what they read. Students who are engaged, critical readers and 
thinkers will be able to transfer those skills and be successful no matter the question format. 
Formative assessment questions offer examples of questions that relate to meeting the rigor of the standards. 
Questions related to standard CC.1.3.4.E- Explain major differences between poems, drama and prose and refer to the structural elements of each when writing or speaking about a text. 
• How is reading _____ (a drama) the same and different from viewing the drama? Use examples from each version to support your answer. 
• How does watching a play help a reader understand stage directions? 
• How is reading ____ (text title) the same and different from viewing a filmed version? Use examples from each version to support your answer. 
• How is reading _____ (text title) the same and different from hearing an oral presentation of it? Use examples from each version to support your answer. 
Questions related to standard CC.1.3.4.A - Determine a theme of a text from details in the text; summarize the text. 
• ______ (text title) and _____ (text title) have similar themes. How are the authors’ treatments of that theme alike and different? Which author is more effective in relaying this theme? Why? 

Use examples from both texts to support your answer. (Texts selected should be stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.) 
• ______ (text title) and _____ (text title) have similar topics. How are the authors’ treatments of that topic alike and different? Which text is more interesting? Why? Use examples from both 

texts to support your answer. (Texts selected should be stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.) 
• Both ______ (text title) and _____ (text title) are quest tales. How are the patterns of events alike and different? Which text is more interesting? Why? Use examples from both texts to 

support your answer. (Texts selected should be stories, myths, and traditional literature from different cultures.) 
 

Summative Assessment 

Summative Assessments  
Sample Performance Task:  Text based writing using the following standard 



 

Grade 4 Task 1: 
CC.1.3.4.A - Determine a theme of a text from details in the text; summarize the text. 
Grade 4 Task 2: 
CC.1.3.4.F - Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade level text, including figurative language. 
Grade 4 Task 3: 
CC.1.4.4.O - Use dialogue and descriptions to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations; use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely. 
The sample summative assessments ask students to identify main ideas and key details in both informational and literary texts.  They will also ask and answer questions about a text, providing 
text-based evidence.  They will also make connections between events and concepts. 
Summative Assessment Examples 
Grade 4 Task 1: 
After reading “A Narrow” and “I’m Nobody Who Are You”, determine the theme from the details in the texts.  
Grade 4 Task 2: 
After reading “Wind” and “The Arrow and the Song,” students will expand their skills in determining meaning of words and phrases using figurative language. 
Grade 4 Task 3: 
After reading Benjamin Franklin poem by Kristine, Readers Theater-The Inventor: Benjamin Franklin by Melissa Settle and text from Pennsylvania History book, students will include elements of 
each poem, prose, and drama in a narrative piece of writing. 
Reference:  
BF Reader's Theater.pdf 
http://betterlesson.com/unit/13173/poetry?from=tree 
Instant Poem- http://ettcweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/newpoem.htm 
The following is a text-based rubric from the released items, referrer to page 8 and 9. 
• Grade 4 - Sample Passage-Based Essay (PDF)  
 
 

 

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     

http://websites.pdesas.org/jennifer_smith/2013/11/14/531506/file.aspx
http://betterlesson.com/unit/13173/poetry?from=tree
http://ettcweb.lr.k12.nj.us/forms/newpoem.htm
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/http;/www.portal.state.pa.us;80/portal/server.pt/gateway/PTARGS_0_148494_1323986_0_0_18/PSSA%20PACC%20ELA%20GR04%20Sample%20Passage-Based%20Essay.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D


 

Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

 

 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 Trade books 

 TweenTribune (website) 

 Time for Kids (website) 

 Wonderopolis (website) 

 Study Island (website) 

 LearnZillion (website) 

 Front Row (website) 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 

 Read Write Think (website) 

 Read Works (website) 

 Writer’s Notebook 

 Ralph Fletcher’s Nonfiction Writing Lessons 

 6 Trait Writing (Ruth Culham) 
 

 
 

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

