
 
 

 
 

WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module  1- Become a Close Reader and Writing to Learn Grade Level 5 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 9 weeks / cycle days 

Developed By Theresa Espenshade, Paula McGee, Kelly Slayton 

Desired Results  

Module Objectives 

 
At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 
• Determine two or more main ideas in a text and explain how they are supported by key details; summarize the main points of a text or information presented orally 
• Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, citing specific examples from the text to note important similarities and differences in the point of view, theme, character 

development, and events 
• Determine a theme of a text from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the 

text 
• Compare and contrast two or more characters, settings, events, and theme in literature (story, drama, poetry), drawing on specific details in the text 
• Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem 
Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, style and pacing to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations 
 
 
 
Through close reading, interpretation, and analysis of fiction and nonfiction texts, students synthesize their understanding of various themes as well as identify the narrator’s point of view.  As 
close reader, students support their answers with text-based evidence and restate answers in their own words.  They refer to specific details in the text when finding the similarities and 
differences between two or more characters, setting, or events.  Students tell how chapters, scenes, or stanzas in a series fit into the overall structure of a story, drama, or poem. 
Students write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events.  After researching informational texts on a specific content, students write narrative essays that describe how a 
character in the novel responds to the focus of the theme. 

 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.5.A -  
Determine two or more main ideas in a 
text and explain how they are 
supported by key details; summarize 
the text. 
CC.1.2.5.D -  
Analyze multiple accounts of the same 
event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.5.M -  
Write narratives to develop real or 
imagined experiences or events. 
CC.1.4.5.N -  
Orient the reader by establishing a 
situation and introducing a narrator 
and/or characters. 
CC.1.4.5.O -  
Use narrative techniques such as 

Important Standards: 
CC.1.4.5.X -  
Write routinely over extended time 
frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames 
(a single sitting or a day or two) for a 
range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes and audiences. 

See Fontas and Pinnell & Words Their 
Way 
Important Standards: 
CC.1.1.5.D 
•Know and apply grade level  phonics 
and word analysis skills in decoding 
words. 
•Use combined knowledge of all letter- 
sound correspondences, syllabication.     
  patterns, and morphology to   read 

Key Learnings 



 
 

 
 

WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

of view they represent. 
CC.1.3.5.A -  
Determine a theme of a text from 
details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama respond 
to challenges or how the speaker in a 
poem reflects upon a topic; summarize 
the text. 
CC.1.3.5.C -  
Compare and contrast two or more 
characters, settings or events in a story 
or drama, drawing on specific details in 
the text. 
CC.1.3.5.D -  
Analyze multiple accounts of the same 
event or topic, noting important 
similarities and differences in the point 
of view they represent. 
CC.1.3.5.E -  
Explain how a series of chapters, 
scenes or stanzas fits together to 
provide the overall structure of a 
particular story, drama, or poem. 
CC.1.3.5.F -  
Determine the meaning of words and 
phrases as they are used in grade level 
text, including interpretation of 
figurative language. 
 

dialogue, description, and pacing, to 
develop experiences and events or 
show the responses of characters to 
situations; use concrete words and 
phrases and sensory details to convey 
experiences and events precisely. 
CC.1.4.5.P -  
Organize an event sequence that 
unfolds naturally, using a variety of 
transitional words and phrases to 
manage the sequence of events; 
provide a conclusion that follows from 
the narrated experiences and events. 
 
 
 

accurately unfamiliar  
 multisyllabic words 
 
CC.1.1.5.E -  
Read with accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension: 
•Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
•Read on-level text orally with 
accuracy, appropriate rate, and 
expression on successive readings. 
•Use context to confirm or self-correct 
word recognition and understanding, 
rereading as necessary. 

 
 

 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

 
1. How do strategic readers create meaning from informational and literary text? 
2. How do I effectively summarize a text noting important details with support from the story, 

drama, or poem? 
3. How do readers look back in text for recalling and locating details?  
4. Why is it important to understand the characters motive and actions as it relates to the 

theme of a story or drama? 
5. How do readers use graphic organizers to show understanding of text? 

 
Main Idea 
Central Idea 
Summary 
Key Details 
Point of View 
Analyze 
Figurative Language 
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6. How do I use signal words to identify compare and contrast? 
7. How does comparing and contrasting elements of a story provide deeper understanding of 

the text? 
8. How writers use story structure to provide insight into plot development, sequence of events, 

and deeper meaning of the text? 
9. How do readers use poetic structure to convey meaning and tone of a poem? 
10. Why is it important to understand the literal and figurative meaning of words? 
11.  How can identifying the similarities and differences between different points of view help me 

to understand the same event or topic? 
 
 
 

Literal Meaning 
Theme 
Compare and Contrast 
Accounts 
Similarities 
Differences 
Interpret 
Dialogue 
Description 
 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Literary Elements 
 
Main Idea 
 
Point of View 
Text Structure 
 
Theme 
 
Vocabulary 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Analyze multiple accounts of the same event or topic, noting important similarities and 
differences in the point of view they represent.  
 
Determine a theme of a text from details in the text, including how characters in a story or 
drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; 
summarize the text. 
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade level text, 
including interpretation of figurative language.  
 
Determine two or more main ideas in a text and explain how they are supported by key 
details; summarizing the text. 
 
Informational: Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 
other information and examples related to the topic; include illustrations and multimedia 
when useful to aiding comprehension. Opinion: Provide reasons that are supported by 
facts and details; draw from credible sources. Narrative: Use narrative techniques such as 
dialogue, description, and pacing to develop experiences and events or show the 
responses of characters to situations.  
 
Informational: Identify and introduce the topic clearly. Opinion: Introduce the topic and 
state an opinion on the topic. Narrative: Orient the reader by establishing a situation and 
introducing a narrator and/or characters. 

Assessment Evidence 
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Formative Assessment  

 
DRA – key details summarize 
Writing Benchmark 
Daily Narrative lesson closure activities 
Individual Student samples 

Literacy Design Collaborative Task 
LDC template tasks are fill-in-the-blank “shells” built off the Common Core standards. They allow teachers to insert the text to be read, writing to be produced, and content to be addressed. When 
filled in, template tasks create high-quality student assignments that develop reading, writing, and thinking skills in the context of learning Science, History, English, and other subjects. 
Grade 5 Task Template Narrative/Description: 
After researching ________ (informational texts) on ________ (content), write a ________ (narrative or substitute) that describes________ (content). 
Use _______ (stylistic devices) to develop a narrative.  
Use _______ (techniques) to convey multiple storylines 

 

Summative Assessment 

 
Writing Benchmark 

 

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
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From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

 

 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 StoryTown 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 
 

 

Learning Plan  

Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How will you 
make sure the students know where they are going? 

      

How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit?       

What events will help students experience and explore the big idea and 
questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed skills and 
knowledge? 

      

How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you guide them 
in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work? 

      

How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their growing skills, 
knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit? 

      

How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to optimize 
the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, without compromising the 
goals of the unit? 

      

How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to optimize the 
engagement and achievement of ALL students? 

      

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

