
 

 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 1: Key Ideas and Details: Understanding What 
the Text Says Explicitly, Part 1 

Grade Level Kindergarten 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 5 cycles (30 days) 

Developed By       

Desired Results  

Module Objectives  

 
At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 

 Utilize book handling skills 

 With prompting and support, demonstrate understanding of the organization and basic features of print 

 With prompting and support, identify the main idea and retell key details of informational text 

 With prompting and support, retell familiar stories including key details 

 With prompting and support, make a connection between two individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of information in a text 

 With prompting and support, identify characters, settings, and major events in a story 

 Compose informative/ explanatory texts using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing 

 Compose narratives that describe real or imagined experiences or events using a combination of drawing, dictating, and writing  
 

Key Learnings 

 
In this module, students demonstrate text comprehension through identification of the main idea and key details of informational text and demonstrate 
text comprehension of literature through story retelling to include character, setting, and major events.  Students use a combination of drawing and writing 
to compose informative and narrative writing focused on one topic.  Students engage in collaborative conversations 
 

  

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
 
Main Idea and Details 
CC.1.2.K.A - With prompting 
and support, identify the main 
idea and retell key details of 
text. 
 
Making Connections 

Focus Standards: 
 
Informative 
CC.1.4.K.A - Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose informative/ 
explanatory texts. 
 
Main Idea 
CC.1.4.K.B -  

Focus Standards: 
 
Ask and Answer Questions 
CC.1.5.K.B -  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text 
read aloud or information 
presented orally or through 
other media. 

Focus Standards: 
Book Handling  
CC.1.1.K.A - Utilize book handling 
skills. 

 Concepts of Print 

 CC.1.1.K.B - Demonstrate 
understanding of the organization 
and basic features of print. 

 Follow words left to right, top to 



 

 

CC.1.2.K.C -  
With prompting and support, 
make a connection between 
two individual, events, ideas, 
or pieces of information in a 
text. 
 
Retelling 
CC.1.3.K.A -  
With prompting and support, 
retell familiar stories including 
key details.  
 
Ask and Answer Questions 
CC.1.3.K.B -  
Answer questions about key 
details in a text.  
 
Story Elements 
CC.1.3.K.C - With prompting 
and support, identify 
characters, settings, and 
major events in a story. 
 
Important Standards: 
 
Vocabulary 
CC.1.2.K.K - Determine or 
clarify the meaning of 
unknown or multiple meaning 
words and phrases based 
upon grade level reading and 
content. 
 
Reading Engagement 
CC.1.2.K.L -  
Actively engage in group 
reading activities with 
purpose and understanding. 

Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to focus on one specific topic. 
 
Details 
CC.1.4.K.E - With prompting and support, 
illustrate using details and dictate/write using 
descriptive words. 
 
Narrative 
CC.1.4.K.M -  
Use a combination of drawing, dictating, and 
writing to compose narratives that describe real 
or imagined experiences or events. 
 
Description 
CC.1.4.K.O -  
Describe experiences and events. 
 
Important Standards:  
 
Focus 
CC.1.4.K.D -  
Make logical connections between drawing and 
dictation/writing.  
 
Conventions 
CC.1.4.K.F 
Demonstrate a grade appropriate command of 
the conventions of standard English grammar 
and spelling. 
•Capitalize first word in sentence and pronoun I. 
•Recognize and use end punctuation. 
•Spell simple words phonetically. 
Narrative 
CC.1.4.K.N -  
Establish “who” and “what” the narrative will be 
about. 
 
Conventions 
CC.1.4.K.R –  
Demonstrate a grade appropriate command of 
the conventions of standard English grammar 
and spelling. 
•Capitalize first word in sentence and pronoun I. 
• Recognize and use end punctuation. 

 
Important Standards: 
 
Intentionally Blank 

bottom, and page by page. 

 Recognize that spoken words are 
represented in written language 
by specific sequences of letters. 

 Understand that words are 
separated by spaces in print. 

 Recognize and name all upper and 
lower case letters of the alphabet. 

 Important Standards: 

 Phonological Awareness 

 CC.1.1.K.C Demonstrate 
understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 

 Recognize and produce rhyming 
words. 
 

 Phonics/Sight Words 

 CC.1.1.K.D Know and apply grade-
level phonics and word analysis 
skills in decoding words. 

 Demonstrate basic know ledge of 
one-to-one letter-sound 
correspondence. 

 Read grade-level high-frequency 
sight words with automaticity. 

 Independent Reading 
CC.1.1.K.E Read emergent-reader text 

with purpose and understanding. 



 

 

•Spell simple words phonetically. 
 
Revising 
CC.1.4.K.T - With guidance and support from 
adults and peers, respond to questions and 
suggestions from peers, and add details to 
strengthen writing as needed. 
 
Stamina/Flexibility 
CC.1.4.K.X -  
Write routinely over short time frames. 

*Indicate eligible content standards by bold print 
 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

Reading Unit Essential Question 

 How can I identify the main idea and key details of a text? 

 How can I make a connection between two concepts in a text? 

 How can I retell familiar stories including key details? 

 How can I answer questions about key details in a text? 

 How can I identify the characters, settings, and major events in a story? 
Writing Unit Essential Question 

 How can I draw, write and dictate to explain or inform about a topic?  

 How can I write about one topic? 

 How can I make my drawings and writing more clear? 

 How can I explain an event? 

 How can I express how I feel about an event? 
Speaking & Listening Unit Essential Question 

 How can I ask and answer questions about a text read aloud or presented orally to 
show I understand the text? 

 Foundational Skills Unit Essential Question 

 How can I identify the front and back cover of a book? 

 How can I follow words left to right, top to bottom, and page to 
page? 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Reading  
Main Idea, Events, Connection, Character, Setting, Retell, Story,  Sequence, Details 
 
 
 
 
 

Writing  
Picture, Topic 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking & Listening 
 
 
 

Foundational Skills  
 

 



 

 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading 
Text Analysis 
 
Main Idea 
 
Theme  
 
 
 
 
 

Writing 
Focus for Writing  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking & Listening 

 
 
 

Foundational Skills 
 

 

Reading 

 I can identify the main idea and retell key details of text. 

 I can make a connection between two concepts in a text. 

 I can retell familiar stories including key details. 

 I can answer questions about key details in a text. 

 I can identify the characters, settings, and major events in a story. 
 
 

Writing 

 I can draw, write and dictate to explain or inform about a topic. 

 I can write a story about one topic. 

 I can add details to my drawings and writing to make my writing more clear. 

 I can draw, tell, and write about events. 

 I can tell in my own words how I feel about an event. 
Speaking & Listening 

 I can ask and answer questions about details in a text read aloud or presented 
orally through other media. 

Foundational Skills 

 I can identify the front and back cover of a book. 

 I can follow words left to right, top to bottom, page to page. 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

Reading 
Informational Text (CC.1.2.K.A, CC1.2.K.B, CC1.2.K.C, CC.1.5.K.B) Teacher creates an anchor chart similar to the assessment graphic organizer to demonstrate 
main idea and details using a variety of text. 
Literary Text (CC.1.3.K.A, CC.1.3.K.B, CC.1.3.K.C, CC. 1.5.K.B) Teacher demonstrates how to use a retelling rope to teach the characters, setting, and major 
events in a story.  http://iss.schoolwires.com/cms/lib4/NC01000579/Centricity/Domain/53/Retelling%20a%20Story.pdf 
Informational Text (CC.1.2.K.A, CC.1.2.K.B, CC.1.2.K, CC. 1.5.K.B) Using the book It’s Fall or another seasonal text and the graphic organizer, assess students’ 
understanding of main idea and details. http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/vocabulary/pdf/sr_allgo.pdf, 
Literary Text (CC.1.3.K.A, CC.1.3.K.B, CC.1.3.K.C, CC. 1.5.K.B) Use a text such as Chrysanthemum and the graphic organizer to assess characters, setting, and 
events of a story.  http://iss.schoolwires.com/cms/lib4/NC01000579/Centricity/Domain/53/Retelling%20a%20Story.pdf 
 
Writing 
Writing (CC.1.4.K.A, CC.1.4.K.B, CC.1.4.K.M) 
A. After hearing an informational read aloud about the Five Senses ie. My Five Senses by Alkili discuss and write on chart paper what the boy observed with 
each of his senses. 
B. Brainstorm descriptive words to describe each of the things observed with his senses (ex. Sweet, flowers, bright moon, fluffy dog).   Model writing 

http://iss.schoolwires.com/cms/lib4/NC01000579/Centricity/Domain/53/Retelling%20a%20Story.pdf
http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/vocabulary/pdf/sr_allgo.pdf
http://iss.schoolwires.com/cms/lib4/NC01000579/Centricity/Domain/53/Retelling%20a%20Story.pdf


 

 

sentences using the senses and descriptive words.  (ex. I see the bright moon.  I touch the fluffy dog.  I smell the sweet flowers.) 
C. Have students choose an illustration from the book to dictate/write a sentence using a sense and descriptive word. 
Narrative Writing: Responding to Text (CC.1.4.K.M) After hearing a read aloud about school/kindergarten (e.g., Ms. Bindergarten Gets Ready for 
Kindergarten by Joseph State and Ashley Wolfe) students draw a picture and write a sentence or label two activities they did to get ready for kindergarten. 
Suggested Book Titles for Kindergarten Preparation 
The Night Before Kindergarten by Natasha Wing 
Countdown to Kindergarten by Alison McGhee 
Kindergarten Rocks! by Katie Davis 
First Day Jitters by Julie Danneberg 
Welcome to Kindergarten by Anne Rockwell 
Lookout Kindergarten, Here I Come by Nancy Carlson 
Writing (CC.1.4.K.A, - CC.1.4.K.B, - CC.1.4.K.M) Teacher uses the writing rubric to assess students writing over a six- week period.  
Speaking & Listening 
 
Foundational Skills 

Book Handling (CC.1.K.A, CC.1.1.K.B) Use any big book ot have students demonstrate the basic features of print (author, illustrator, title page, etc.). Use sticky notes to label or resource 
page: parts-of-a-book-worksheet.pdf 
Book Handling (CC.1.1.K.A, CC.1.1.K.) - reassess students’ knowledge of book handling skills using parts of a book. parts-of-a-book-worksheet.pdf 
 

Summative Assessment 

Reading 

Informational Text (CC.1.2.K.A, CC.1.2.K.B, CC.1.2.K, CC. 1.5.K.B) Teacher reads an informational text that has a clear main idea and supporting details such as My Five Senses by 
Aliki .  Students will use PDE ELA G-K Module 1 Story Film GO.pdf  to draw pictures and label at least three key details in the text. 
Using the selected informational text, students will be able to identify the main idea and supporting detail. 
http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/vocabulary/pdf/sr_allgo.pdf 
Literary Text (CC.1.3.K.A, CC.1.3.K.B, CC.1.3.K.C, CC. 1.5.K.B) Making Connections- Teacher reads comparable texts such as Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes and Catalina 
Magdalena Hoopensteiner Wallendiner Hogan Logan Bogan by Tedd Arnold to demonstrate how to make text to text connections.  Students use a graphic organizer: 
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-to-Text-Graphic-Organizer-1003182 
Teacher reads A Bear Snores On Karma Wilson.  This story represents a clear example of character, setting, and major events in a story.  Students are assessed by using a graphic 
organizer. http://thisreadingmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/new-story-map.pdf 
 
Writing 

Writing (CC.1.4.K.A, - CC.1.4.K.B, - CC.1.4.K.M) Teacher reads an informational animal story such as Mittens by Lola M. Schaefer to help students gain an understanding about 
what animals do.  Teacher asks students to draw/dictate and or write about a topic such as animals to compose an informative piece.  A writing rubric would be used to assess. 
Writing Rubric for Retell (3).docx 
http://www.mauryk12.org/literacy/web%20pdfs/CONCEPTS%20OF%20PRINT%20CHECKLIST.pdf 
Teacher reads an informational seasonal story such as It’s Fall by Linda Glaser to help students gain an understanding about what people can do in the fall.  Teacher asks 
students to draw, dictate, and/or write about a real or imaginary event related to fall. A writing rubric may be used.  Writing Rubric for Retell (3).docx 
 

Speaking and Listening 

Foundational Skills 
Book Handling (CC.1.1.K.A, CC.1.1.K.B) Use Concepts of Prints assessment to have students demonstrate book handling skills and an understanding of basic features of print. 

 

http://websites.pdesas.org/jmdyszel/2014/4/8/554255/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/jmdyszel/2014/4/8/554255/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2013/5/8/506083/file.aspx
http://teacher.scholastic.com/reading/bestpractices/vocabulary/pdf/sr_allgo.pdf
http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Text-to-Text-Graphic-Organizer-1003182
http://thisreadingmama.com/wp-content/uploads/2011/03/new-story-map.pdf
http://websites.pdesas.org/jmdyszel/2014/4/8/554242/file.aspx
http://www.mauryk12.org/literacy/web%20pdfs/CONCEPTS%20OF%20PRINT%20CHECKLIST.pdf
http://websites.pdesas.org/jmdyszel/2014/4/8/554242/file.aspx


 

 

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     
 

 

 

Resources 

Reading 
Leveled (Emergent) Readers, Informational and Literary Mentor Texts, StoryTown, Retelling Cards, RAZ-Kids, Content Area Text (Apples, Fall, Fire Safety, 
Columbus 
Writing 
Draw-and-Tell Journals, Story Web, Word Chart, Word Wall 
Listening & Speaking 
Foundational Skills 
Anchor Charts for Parts of a Book, Alphabet Chart, Letter/Sound Cards 

 

 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&

