
 

 

 
WSSD ELA Learning Unit Template 

 

Title of Unit Module 2: Craft and Structure: How an Author 
Develops Ideas, Concepts, Characters, and 
Experiences, Part 1 

Grade Level Kindergarten 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 5 cycles (30 days) 

Developed By       

Desired Results  

Module Objectives 

At the end of this module, students will be able to independently use their learning to: 

 Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 

 Identify the parts of a book and parts of a text 

 Know that the details of a text can be used to support a main topic or idea 

 Understand that an author writes the story 

 Understand that different types of texts are used for different purposes 

 Understand that a storybook has character, setting, and actions associated with words and, most often, illustrations 

 Understand a poem consists of  words arranged in patterns of sound (e.g. rhyming words, alliteration) 

 Tell if a text is storybook or poem 

 Differentiate between real and make-believe 
 

Key Learnings 

This module focuses on developing an understanding of how an author develops ideas, concepts, characters, and experiences using texts across a 
range of types and disciplines.  Students produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience.  They research and gather 
evidence to create a clear and coherent message. 
 

 

 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 



 

 

Reading Writing Speaking & Listening Foundational Skills 

Focus Standards: 
 
Text Features 
CC.1.2.K.E -  
Identify parts of a book (title, 
author) and parts of a text 
(beginning, end, details). 
 
Genres  
CC.1.3.K.E -  
Recognize common types of 
text.  
 
 
 
Important Standards: 

Focus Standards: 
Main Idea 
CC.1.4.K.B -  
Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to focus on one 
specific topic. 
 
Details 
CC.1.4.K.E -  
With prompting and support, illustrate 
using details and dictate/write using 
descriptive words.  
 
Description 
CC.1.4.K.O -  
Describe experiences and events. 
 
Important Standards: 
 
Informative 
CC.1.4.K.A –  
Use a combination of drawing, 
dictating, and writing to compose 
informative/ explanatory texts. 
 
Conventions 
CC.1.4.K.F –  
Demonstrate a grade appropriate 
command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar and spelling. 
• Capitalize first word in 
sentence and pronoun I. 
• Recognize and use end 
punctuation. 
• Spell simple words 
phonetically. 
 
Conventions 
CC.1.4.K.R Demonstrate a grade 
appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
grammar and spelling. 
• Capitalize first word in 

Focus Standards: 
 
Important Standards: 
Collaboration 
CC.1.5.K.A -  
Participate in collaborative 
conversations with peers and 
adults in small and larger 
groups. 
 
Ask and Answer Questions 
CC.1.5.K.B -  
Ask and answer questions 
about key details in a text read 
aloud or information presented 
orally or through other media. 
 
Ask and Answer Questions 
CC.1.5.K.C -  
Ask and answer questions in 
order to seek help, get 
information, or clarify 
something that is not 
understood. 
 
Speaking Skills 
CC.1.5.K.E -  
Speak audibly and express 
thoughts, feelings, and ideas 
clearly. 
 
Speaking Skills 
CC.1.5.K.G -  
Demonstrate command of the 
conventions of standard English 
when speaking based on 
kindergarten level and content. 

Focus Standards: 
Phonological Awareness 
CC.1.1.K.C- Demonstrate understanding 
of spoken words, syllables, and sounds 
(phonemes). 
• Recognize and produce 
rhyming words. 
• Count, pronounce, blend, and 
segment syllables in spoken words. 
 
Important Standards: 
Book Handling 
CC.1.1.K.A - Utilize book handling skills. 
 
Concepts of Print 
CC.1.1.K.B - Demonstrate 
understanding of the organization and 
basic features of print. 
• Follow words left to right, top 
to bottom, and page by page. 
• Recognize that spoken words 
are represented in written language by 
specific sequences of letters. 
• Understand that words are 
separated by spaces in print. 
Phonics 
CC.1.1.K.D- Know and apply grade-level 
phonics and word analysis skills in 
decoding words. 
• Demonstrate basic know 
ledge of one-to-one letter-sound 
correspondence. 
• Read grade-level high-
frequency sight words with 
automaticity. 
 
Independent Reading 
CC.1.1.K.E- Read emergent- reader text 
with purpose and understanding 
 



 

 

sentence and pronoun I. 
• Recognize and use end 
punctuation. 
• Spell simple words 
phonetically. 
Narrative 
CC.1.4.K.M - Use a combination of 
drawing, dictating, and writing to 
compose narratives that describe real 
or imagined experiences or events. 
Narrative 
CC.1.4.K.N - Establish “who” and “what” 
the narrative will be about. 
Revising 
CC.1.4.K.T - With guidance and support 
from adults and peers, respond to 
questions and suggestions from peers, 
and add details to strengthen writing as 
needed. 
Stamina/Flexibility 
CC.1.4.K.X -  
Write routinely over short time frames. 

*Indicate eligible content standards by highlighting 

Essential Questions Vocabulary 

Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas)  

Reading Unit Essential Question 

 How can I identify parts of a book (title, author) and parts of  

 How can I recognize common types of text (stories and poems)?a text 
(beginning, end, details)? 

  
Writing Unit Essential Question 

 How can I write about one topic? 

 How can I make my drawings and writing more clear? 

 How can I express how I feel about an event? 
Speaking & Listening Unit Essential Question 

 
Foundational Skills Unit Essential Question 

 How can I recognize and produce rhyming words? 

 How can I count, say, blend, and segment syllables in words? 
 

Reading  
Non-fiction, Fiction, Title, Author, Illustrator, Text Features, Poem, Predict, Details, 
Main Ideas  

Writing  
 
 
 

Speaking & Listening 
 

Foundational Skills  
 
 



 

 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading 
Text Structure 
 
 
 
 

Writing 
Content for Writing 
Focus for Writing 
 
 

Speaking & Listening 

 
 

Foundational Skills 
Phonological Awareness 

 

Reading 

 I can identify parts of a book (title, author) and parts of a text (beginning, 
end, details). 

 I can recognize common types of text (stories and poems). 
 

Writing 

 I can write a story about one topic. 

 I can add details to my drawings and writing to make my writing more clear. 

 I can tell in my own words how I feel about an event. 
Speaking & Listening 

 
Foundational Skills 

 I can recognize and produce rhyming words. 

 I can count, say, blend, and segment syllables in words I say. 

 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

Reading 
Recognize Types of Text (CC.1.3.K.E) 
Teacher reads a rhyming poem such as My Neighbor’s Dog is Purple by Jack Prelutsky, a non-fiction story such as Bats by Lily Wood, and a fictional text such as Stellaluna byJanell 
Cannon.  Teacher explains the difference between each type of text.  Students would be able to use pictures of a text and a pocket chart to sort the different types of text. 
Writing 
Identify parts of a book/ Text (CC.1.2.K.E) 
Teacher reads a story with clear beginning, middle, and end such as The Three Little Pigs. Students will be able draw, dictate, or write the beginning, middle, and end using 
the Beginning, Middle, End Graphic Organizer. 
 
Writing (CC. 1.4.K. B, CC. 1.4.K.E, CC.1.4.O) 
Using a seasonal topic such as Fall, students will be able to draw, dictate, or write about one specific topic.  Teacher will assess as needed using a writing rubric. Retell Writing Rubric 
Speaking & Listening 
Foundational Skills 
Spoken Words, Syllables, and Sounds (CC.1.1.K.C)  
Teacher reads several nursery rhymes such as Humpty Dumpty or Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star and asks students to identify rhyming words. 
Teacher reads the  rhyming book such as Rhyming Dust Bunnies by Jan Thomas.  Teacher asks students to identify words that rhyme and do not rhyme. 
Teacher models phoneme segmenting by using Say and Slide.pdf 
from www.fcrr.org  and has students practice phoneme segmentation.  
Teacher models phoneme isolation by using Sound Quest.pdf 
from www.fcrr.org.  Students practice phoneme isolation.    
Teacher models syllables by showing picture cards, saying the word, and clapping out the syllables. Students can practice syllables by using Syllable Sort.pdf 

http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554291/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554293/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554296/file.aspx
http://www.fcrr.org/
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554290/file.aspx
http://www.fcrr.org/
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554294/file.aspx


 

 

 
and or Syllable Color.pdf 
 
Formative Assessments 
Formative assessments are incorporated in the design for coherent instrucion and can be used as needed by the teacher. 

Summative Assessment 

Reading 
Identify parts of a book/text (CC.1.2.K.E) Using the resource page, students will accurately label the parts of a book.  Grade K Mod 2 Parts of A Book.pdf 
Teacher reads a narrative text with a clear beginning, middle, and end such The Gingerbread Man illustrated by Karen Schmidt.  Students will draw or write using the beginning, 
middle, end graphic organizer. 
Recognize Common Types of Text (CC 1.3.K.1.3) Using three text (fiction, non-fiction, and poem) place them on the table and prompt the student to point to each type of text when 
asked by the teacher.  
Writing 
Writing- (CC.1.4.K.B, CC.1.4.K.E, CC. 1.4.O)  Teacher reads an informational text with one specific topic such as The Pumpkin Book by Gail Gibbons.  Students will draw, dictate, or 
write about pumpkins.  Students will be assessed using a rubric. Grade K Mod 2 Rubric for Retell .docx 
Students would write about their experience with pumpkins. Students will be assessed using a rubric. Grade K Mod 2 Rubric for Retell .docx 
Speaking and Listening 
Foundational Skills  
Spoken words, syllables, and sounds (CC.1.1.K.C) Using the Phonological Awareness Skills Test (PAST).pdf (PAST) assessment to assess rhyming, syllables, and phonemes.  

Best Instructional Practices  

Best Instructional Practices 

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading 
     Away from Teacher Activities 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
 Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance     

 

http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554297/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554291/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554293/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554293/file.aspx
http://websites.pdesas.org/sblythmb/2014/4/8/554305/file.aspx
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&


 

 

Resources 

Student Teacher 

 Leveled readers 

 StoryTown 

(Suggested Module/Unit) 

 The Café Book 

 Is That a Fact? 

 Nonfiction Mentor Texts 

 (See Above Best Instructional Practices) 
 

 

Learning Plan  

Where are your students headed?  Where have they been?  How 
will you make sure the students know where they are going? 

      

How will you hook students at the beginning of the unit?       

What events will help students experience and explore the big idea 
and questions in the unit?  How will you equip them with needed 
skills and knowledge? 

      

How will you cause students to reflect and rethink?  How will you 
guide them in rehearsing, revising, and refining their work? 

      

How will you help students to exhibit and self-evaluate their 
growing skills, knowledge, and understanding throughout the unit? 

      

How will you tailor and otherwise personalize the learning plan to 
optimize the engagement and effectiveness of ALL students, 
without compromising the goals of the unit? 

      

How will you organize and sequence the learning activities to 
optimize the engagement and achievement of ALL students? 

      

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 


