
 

 

WSSD ELA Learning Module Template 
 

Title of Module Unit 5 Grade Level  6 

Curriculum Area  ELA Time Frame  5 weeks 

Desired Results  

Transfer Goals: 

Students will be able to: 
 

 Students will be able to independently use their learning to:  
1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines.  
2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures  
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and coherent message  
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences.  
5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order to learn, reflect, and respond.  
6.  Cultivate a lifetime habit of reading and writing enjoyment. 

 

Key Learnings: 

Reading 
  

 Effective readers use appropriate strategies to construct meaning.  
 

 Critical thinkers actively and skillfully interpret, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information.  
 

An expanded vocabulary enhances one’s ability to express ideas and information. 
 
Effective research requires the use of varied resources to gain or expand knowledge.  
 

 

 
Writing 
 Effective research requires the use of varied resources to gain or expand knowledge. 
 

Critical thinkers actively and skillfully interpret, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information.   
 
Audience and purpose influence a writer’s choice of organizational pattern, language, and literary techniques.  

Grammar 
  

 Rules of grammar and language conventions support clarity of communications between writers/speakers and readers/listeners.  

 
Word Work 
 
Effective readers and writers recognize and apply patterns and relationships among words. 
 
Speaking and Listening 
  



 

 

Active listeners make meaning from what they hear by questioning, reflecting, responding, and evaluating.  
 

Effective speakers prepare and communicate messages to address the audience and purpose.  
  

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

 Reading/Vocabulary Writing Word Work Speaking & Listening  

Focus Standards: 
 
CC.1.2.6.A 
CC.1.2.6.B 
CC.1.2.6.C 
CC.1.2.6.D 
CC.1.2.6.E 
CC.1.2.6.F 
CC.1.2.6.H 
CC.1.3.6.C 
CC.1.3.6.E 
CC.1.3.6.F 
CC.1.3.6.I 
CC.1.3.6.J 
 
Eligible Content 
 
E06.B-K.1.1.2 
E06.B-C.2.1.2 
E06.B-C.2.1.1 
E06.B-V.4.1.2a 
E06.B-C.2.1.3 
E06.A-C.2.1.1 
E06.B-K.1.1.3 
E06.A-K.1.1.3 
E06.B-K.1.1.1 
E06.A-V.4.1.1a 
E06.A-V.4.1.2 
 
 
  
  
  
 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.6.G 
CC.1.4.6.H 
CC.1.4.6.I 
CC.1.4.6.J 
CC.1.4.6.K 
CC.1.4.6.L 
CC.1.4.6.V 
CC.1.4.6.W 
 
Eligible Content  
E06.C.1.1.1, E06.E.1.1.1, E06.C.1.1.2, 
E06.E.1.1.2, E06.C.1.1.3, E06.C.1.1.5, 
E06.E.1.1.1, E06.E.1.1.3, E06.E.1.1.6, 
E06.C.1.1.4, E06.D.2.1.1, E06.D.2.1.2, 
E06.D.2.1.3, E06.D.2.1.4, E06.D.2.1.5, 
E06.E.1.1.4, E06.E.1.1.5 
 
Grammar 
CC.1.4.6.F, L, R 
 
Eligible Content 
E06.D.1.1.1, E06.D.1.1.2, E06.D.1.1.3, 
E06.D.1.1.4, 
E06.D.1.1.5, E06.D.1.1.6, 
E06.D.1.1.7, E06.D.1.1.8, E06.D.1.2.1, 
E06.D.1.2.2, E06.D.1.2.3 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.3.6.I 
CC.1.1.5.D 
  
 
 
 
Eligible Content 
 
E06.A-V.4.1.1 
 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.5.6.A 
CC.1.5.6.B 
CC.1.5.6.D 
CC.1.5.6.E 
CC.1.5.6.F 
 

  
 
 
 
Eligible Content  
  
N/A 

Ongoing Standards and Eligible Content 
CC.1.1.5.E 
CC.1.2.6.J-E06.B-V.4.1.1, E06.B-V.4.1.2 
CC.1.2.6.K-E06.B-V.4.1.1 
CC.1.2.6.L 
CC.1.3.6.I- E06.A-V.4.1.1 
CC.1.3.6.J- E06.A-V.4.1.1, E06.A-V.4.1.2 
CC.1.3.6.K 
CC.1.4.6.S-E06.E.1.1.1, E06.E.1.1.2, E06.E.1.1.3, E06.E.1.1.4, E06.E.1.1.5, E06.E.1.1.6 
CC.1.4.6.T 
CC.1.4.6.X 
CC.1.5.6.A 
CC.1.5.6.G 
 
 
 

 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary (best practice) 



 

 

Reading/Vocabulary Unit Essential Question 

• How do strategic readers create meaning from informational and literary text?  

• How does what readers read influence how they should read it?  

• How does a reader’s purpose influence how text should be read?  

• How do readers know what to believe in what they read, hear, and view?  

• How does interaction with text provoke thinking and response?  

• How does one organize and synthesize information from various sources?  
 

• What strategies and resources does the learner use to figure out unknown 
vocabulary? 

Writing Unit Essential Question 

• What makes clear and effective writing? 

• How does a writer locate reliable resources? 

• How does a writer organize and synthesize information from various sources? 

• How does a writer best present findings? 

• Why do writers write?  
 

Language/Grammar  Unit Essential Question 

• How do learners make decisions concerning formal and informal language in 
social and academic settings? 

• How do grammar and the conventions of language influence spoken and 
written communication? 

 
Word Work 

• What strategies can readers and writers use to decode and spell words 
accurately? 

• How can learners use relationships among words to spell and decode? 

• How does learning about “how words work” help readers and writers? 
Speaking and Listening Unit Essential Question 

• How do active listeners make meaning?    

• How do active listeners know what to believe in what they hear?  

• How do task, purpose, and audience influence how speakers craft and deliver a 
message?  

• How do speakers employ language and utilize resources to effectively 
communicate a message? 

Tier 2 
 
eventually 
jeopardy 
comprehension 
instinct 
vertical 
conditions 
confront  
occupy 
intently 
intention 
destination 
stimulus 
data 
literally 
interaction 
domestic 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  

Concepts 
Students will.. 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading 
 
Compare and Contrast (Characters) 
CC.1.3.6.C -Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes, as 
well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.  
Understanding Characters and Analyzing Character Motivation 
CC.1.3.6.C -Describe how a particular story or drama’s plot unfolds in a series of episodes, as 
well as how the characters respond or change as the plot moves toward a resolution.  
Point of View (First Person) 
CC.1.3.6.E -Analyze how the structure of a text contributes to the development of theme, 
setting, and plot.  
Make Conclusions and Generalizations Using Text Evidence 
CC.1.2.6.B -Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences and/or generalizations drawn from the text.  
Sequential Text Structure 
CC.1.2.6.E- Analyze the author’s structure through the use of paragraphs, chapters, or 
sections.  
Personification 
CC.1.2.6.F -Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level 
reading and content, including interpretation of figurative language in context.  
Cause and Effect Between Events in a Plot 
CC.1.3.6.E -Analyze how the structure of a text contributes to the development of theme, 
setting, and plot.  
CC.1.3.6.J - Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-
specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression.  
Determine the Use of Figurative Language in Context 
CC.1.3.6.F -Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level 
reading and content, including interpretation of figurative language in context.  
CC.1.3.6.I -Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies and tools.  
Determine Author’s Purpose 
CC.1.2.6.C -Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 
and elaborated in a text.  
CC.1.2.6.D -Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and explain how it is 
conveyed in the text.  

Reading 
 

 I can compare and contrast characters in a story using text evidence and inferred 
evidence. 

 I can analyze how characters react to different events to help me understand why 
characters behave the way they do. 

 I can identify first person point of view and describe how it effects the understanding 
of a text. 

 I can use evidence from a text to make conclusions or generalizations. 

 I can use the overall text structure of a selection to help me understand the author’s 
ideas. 

 I can determine the meaning of figurative language using the context. 

 I can determine the author’s purpose through textual evidence. 

 I can analyze the impact of word choice on the meaning of a text. 

 I can use anecdotes to help gain a deeper understanding of historical events. 

 I can use the sequence of events in a story to summarize what I have read. 

 I can use clues from the text and make inferences to determine the main idea. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Meaning of Variations of English 
CC.1.3.6.F -Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level 
reading and content, including interpretation of figurative language in context.  
Analyze Events 
CC.1.2.6.E -Analyze the author’s structure through the use of paragraphs, chapters, or 
sections.  
Sequence Events 
CC.1.2.6.A -Determine the central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.  
CC.1.2.6.C -Analyze in detail how a key individual, event, or idea is introduced, illustrated, 
and elaborated in a text.  
Main Idea and Details 
CC.1.2.6.A -Determine the central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular 
details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.  

 
Target Reading Strategies 
Ongoing Standards 
CC.1.2.6.K -Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of 
strategies and tools.  
CC.1.3.6.F -Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in grade-level 
reading and content, including interpretation of figurative language in context.  
CC.1.2.6.L -Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational text on grade level,  
CC.1.3.6.K -Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, reading independently and 
proficiently. reading independently and proficiently.  
 
Infer/Predict 
Monitor/Clarify 
Analyze/Evaluate 
Question 
Visualize 
 
 
 
Writing 
Argumentative Writing 
 
Opinion Writing 
 
Problem-Solution Essay 
 
Persuasive Letter 
 
Plan, Edit, Revise, and Publish an Argument 
 

 
Target Reading Strategies 

 I can ask and answer about a text to deepen my understanding. 

 I can use story details to make inferences and predictions about the text. 

 I can analyze an author’s words and determine multiple pieces of textual evidence 
needed to support and author’s claim.    

 I can monitor my comprehension and use text evidence to clarify my understanding. 

 I can summarize as I read to help me better understand the text. 

 I can create a mental picture to help me better comprehend events in a text. 
 
 
Writing  

 I can identify the parts of an opinion essay. 

 I can state an opinion and express strong reasons to support that opinion. 

 I can write a problem solution essay composed of a problem and one or more 
solutions. 

 I can develop problems and solutions with facts, definitions, examples, quotations, or 
other informative details. 

 I can identify the parts of a persuasive letter. 

 I can demonstrate different approaches to persuasion in writing. 

 I can plan, edit, revise and publish an argument. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Focus Traits 
 

 I can use voice to show thoughts, feeling and personalities of characters. 

 I can use precise words and phrases to convey meaning. 

 I can use transitional words, phrases and clauses to convey meaning. 

 I can write with an organized and clear beginning, middle and end. 
 
 Language/Grammar 
 

 I can identify and correctly use progressive forms of verbs. 

 I can identify and correctly punctuate quotations. 

 I can correctly use punctuation to set off nonrestrictive and parenthetical elements. 
 
 
 



 

 

CC.1.4.6.G -Write arguments to support claims.  
CC.1.4.6.H - Introduce and state an opinion on a topic.  
CC.1.4.6.I - Use clear reasons and relevant evidence to support claims, using credible sources 
and demonstrating an understanding of the topic.  
CC.1.4.6.J - Organize the claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence clearly; clarify 
relationships among claim(s) and reasons by using words, phrases, and clauses; provide a 
concluding statement or section that follows from the argument presented.  
CC.1.4.6.K -Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition; use precise 
language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic, use sentences 
of varying lengths and complexities, develop and maintain a consistent voice, 
establish and maintain a formal style.  
CC.1.4.6.L -Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
 
Focus Traits 
Ongoing 
CC.1.4.6.K -Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of composition;  use precise 
language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic, use sentences 
of varying lengths and complexities, develop and maintain a consistent voice,  
establish and maintain a formal style. 
Voice 
Word Choice 
Ideas 
 
Language/Grammar 
CC.1.4.6.F, L, R -Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the conventions of standard 
English grammar, usage, capitalization, punctuation, and spelling.  
 
Progressive Forms of Verbs 
 
Punctuation and Quotations to Set Off Parenthetical Expressions and Nonrestrictive 
Elements 
 
Contractions 
 
Making Comparisons Using Comparatives and Superlatives 
 
 
Word Work/Vocabulary 
Ongoing 
CC.1.3.6.I, CC.1.2.6.K -Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning 
words and phrases based on grade-level reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range 
of strategies and tools.  
 
Prefixes: per-, pre-, pro- 

 
 
 
Word Work/Vocabulary 
 

 I can accurately say and spell words with prefixes  per-, pre-, pro-. 

 I can use the relationship between words to understand the words. 

 I can accurately say and spell words with silent letters. 

 I can analyze the connotation of a passage through the author’s use of word choice. 

 I can accurately say and spell words with suffixes –ic, -ure, -our. 

 I can use the context as a clue to the meaning of unknown words. 

 I can accurately say and spell words with prefixes de- and trans-. 

 I can accurately say and spell words with prefixes con-, com-, pre-, and pro-. 

 I can accurately say and spell words that have common prefixes, base words/word 
roots and common suffixes. 

 I can accurately say and spell words with suffixes       –able and –ible. 

 I can identify and correctly use contractions. 

 I can identify and use comparative and superlative adjectives and adverbs. 
 
Speaking and Listening 

 I can prepare for a class or group discussion and participate by citing evidence during 
discussion. 

 I can form a question on a topic and consult sources and present a report about a 
topic. 

 I can present claims, findings, and details when making an oral argument. 

 I can gather information form print and digital sources to answer research questions. 

 I can use appropriate eye contact, speaking volume, and pronunciation in my 
presentation. 

 I will create a presentation using visuals and multimedia to enhance my presentation. 



 

 

Word relationships 
Connotation and Denotation 
Words with Silent Letters 
Using context clues 
Suffixes: -ic, -ure, -ous 
Prefixes: de-, trans- (con-, com-, pre-, pro-) 
Word Parts:  prefix, base word, word root, suffix (-able,         -ible) 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Speaking and Listening 
 Ongoing 
CC.1.5.6.A -Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions, on grade-level topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.  
CC.1.5.6.C -Interpret information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, 
quantitatively, orally) and explain how it contributes to a topic, text, or issue under study.  
CC.1.5.6.D -Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.  
CC.1.5.6.E -Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.  
CC.1.5.6.F -Include multimedia components and visual displays in presentations to clarify 
information.  
 
Collaborative Conversations (Comparing Stories/Literature Discussion) 
 
Present an Argument 
CC.1.5.6.B -Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims by identifying specific reasons 
and evidence and recognize arguments or claims not supported by factual evidence.  
 
Integrate Visuals and Text 
  
Give a Speech 
 



 

 

Create a Timeline 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

 
Reading 
Observation Checklist  
Daily Informal Assessments 
DRA 
Running Records/ Fluency checks 
Reader’s Response Journals 
Student self-assessment 
Study Island 
Teacher/student conferences 
 
Writing 
Observation of application of skills 
Student self-assessment 
Rubrics 
 
Word Study 
Observation of application of skills 
Student self-assessment 
 
Speaking and Listening  
Observation checklist  
Student self-assessment 
Teacher/student conferences 

Summative Assessment 

 
Reading 
Observation checklist 
 
Writing 
Assessment Tool: Narrative PSSA Rubric 
 
Word Study 
 
 
Speaking and Listening  
Rubrics 
 
 
 



 

 

Best Instructional Practices  

Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21

st
 Century Skills  

Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance 
 
Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 
     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading/Literacy Circles/Reader’s Workshop 
     Literacy Centers 
     Independent Reading 
     Word Study/Vocabulary 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 
     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 
     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 
    

Resources 

Reading: 
  
 
Writing 
 
Word Study: 
  
 
Speaking and Listening 
  

 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 
 

 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&


 

 

 


