
 

 

WSSD ELA Learning Unit  
 

Title of Module Module 1: Foundations of Writing and 
Author’s Purpose 

Grade Level  7 

Curriculum Area English language arts Time Frame  Cycles 1, 2, 3, 4 

Developed By D. Lewis-Umphrey 

Desired Results  

Transfer Goal- 
 

Students will be able to: 

1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines. 

2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures. 
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and coherent 

message. 
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences. 

5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order to learn, 

reflect, and respond. 
6.  Build transferable vocabulary in order to access grade level complex texts. 

Key Learnings: 

Reading Informational Text 
Critical thinkers actively and skillfully interpret, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information.  
Reading Literature  
Effective readers use appropriate strategies to construct meaning.  
Writing/Grammar 
Audience and purpose influence a writer’s choice of organizational pattern, language, and literary techniques.   
Rules of grammar and language conventions support clarity of communications between writers/speakers and readers/listeners.  
Speaking and Listening 
Effective speakers and listeners express their ideas clearly as they engage in collaborative discussions.  

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

 Reading Informational Text Reading Literature Writing/Grammar Speaking & Listening  

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.7.K Determine or clarify 
the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 

Focus Standards: 
CC. 1.3.7.I Determine or clarify 
the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.7.F Demonstrate a 
grade- appropriate command of 
the conventions of standard 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.5.7.A Engage effectively in 
a range of collaborative 
discussions, on grade-level 



 

 

phrases based on grade-level 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibility from a range of 
strategies and tools. 

CC.1.2.7.L Read and 
comprehend literary nonfiction 
and informational text on grade 
level, reading independently and 
proficiently. 

Eligible Content: 

E07.B-V.4.1.1 Determine or 
clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph, a word’s 
position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel).  

c. Determine the meaning of 
technical words and 

phrases based on grade-level 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies and tools. 

CC.1.3.7.K Read and 
comprehend literary fiction on 
grade level, reading 

independently and proficiently. 

Eligible Content: 
E07.A-V.4.1.1. Determine or 
clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

d. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph; a word’s 
position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

e. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel).  

 
  
 
 

English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling. 

CC.1.4.7.T With some guidance 
and support from peers and 
adults, develop and strengthen 
writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, or 
trying a new approach, focusing 
on how well purpose and 
audience have been addressed. 

CC.1.4.7.U Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and 
link to and cite sources as well 
as to interact and collaborate 
with others, including linking to 
and citing sources. 

CC.1.4.7.X Write routinely over 
extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and 
revision) and shorter time 
frames (a single sitting or a day 
or two) for a range of discipline-
specific tasks, purposes, and 
audiences. 

Eligible Content:  
E07.D.1.1.1 Explain the 
function of phrases and clauses 
in general and their function in 
specific sentences. 

E07.D.1.1.2 Choose among 
simple, compound, complex, and 

topics, texts, and issues, building 
on others’ ideas and expressing 
their own clearly. 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 

phrases used in a text.  

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

compound-complex sentences to 
signal differing relationships 
among ideas. 

E07.D.1.1.7 Produce complete 
sentences, recognizing and 
correcting inappropriate 
fragments and run-on sentences. 

 
 
 
 
  
 

*Indicate eligible content standards by highlighting 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary (best practice) 

Reading Informational Text Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from informational text?  
How do readers determine the author’s purpose within an 
informational text?  
What strategies and resources does the reader use to understand 
unknown vocabulary? 

  
Reading Literature Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from literary text? 
How do readers determine the author’s style and tone?  
What strategies and resources does the reader use to understand 
unknown vocabulary? 

 
Writing/Grammar Unit Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
What makes clear and effective writing?  

Tier 2 
Analyze 
Evaluate 
Critical  
 
Tier 3 
Fiction 
Nonfiction 
Context clues  
Purpose  
Audience  
Style  
Tone 
Focus  
Content 
Organization  
Conventions 
Parts of the Essay (introduction, body, conclusion) 



 

 

How do grammar and the conventions of language influence spoken 
and written communication?  
 
Speaking and Listening Unit Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do effective speakers and listeners clearly express their ideas 
during discussion?  

Informational  
Argumentative 
Narrative 
Writing process 
Prewriting 
Writing/composing 
Revising 
Editing 
Publishing 
Eight parts of speech (noun, pronoun, verb, adjective, adverb, 
preposition, conjunction, interjection) 
Clauses (dependent/subordinate, independent)  
Sentence fragment 
Run-on sentence 
Sentence structures (simple, compound, complex, compound-
complex) 
  

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading Informational Text 
 Author’s Style and Tone 

CC.1.2.7.K Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-level reading 
and content, choosing flexibility from a range of strategies and tools. 

 Informational Text 

CC.1.2.7.L Read and comprehend literary nonfiction and 
informational text on grade level, reading independently and 
proficiently. 

Reading Literature 
 Author’s Style and Tone 

CC. 1.3.7.I Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade-level reading 

Reading Informational Text 
 I can identify the author’s style and tone of informational 

text through words and phrases. 
 I can identify the meaning of unfamiliar words and 

phrases of informational text through context clues.  
 I can read informational text independently and 

proficiently.  
 
  
 
 
 
Reading Literature 

 I can identify the author’s style and tone of literature 
through words and phrases. 

 I can identify the meaning of unfamiliar words and 
phrases of informational text through context clues. 



 

 

and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies and tools. 

 Literary Text 

CC.1.3.7.K Read and comprehend literary fiction on grade level, 

reading independently and proficiently. 

Writing/Grammar 
 Conventions 

CC.1.4.7.F Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling. 

 Writing Process 

CC.1.4.7.T With some guidance and support from peers and adults, 
develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, 
editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well 
purpose and audience have been addressed. 

CC.1.4.7.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

CC.1.4.7.X Write routinely over extended time frames (time for 
research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single 
sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, 
purposes, and audiences. 

Speaking and Listening 
 Collaborative Discussions 

CC.1.5.7.A Engage effectively in a range of collaborative 
discussions, on grade-level topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. 

 

 I can read literary text independently and proficiently.  
 
 
 
 
 
Writing/Grammar 

 I can identify and use the eight parts of speech. 
 I can write complete sentences. 
 I can recognize and correct sentence fragments and run-

on sentences.  

 I can identify, use, and explain the function of clauses in 
specific sentences.  

 I can identify and write simple, compound, complex, and 
compound-complex sentences to convey different ideas.  

 I can plan, write, revise, and edit original writing. 
 I can strengthen my focus on purpose and audience with 

guidance from my peers and teacher. 

 I can publish my writing using technology. 
 I can adapt to multiple tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking and Listening  

 I can ask and answer questions during a discussion to 
elaborate on the ideas of others and contribute to the 
discussion.  

 I can review ideas expressed and demonstrate 
understanding of multiple perspectives during the 
discussion.  

 



 

 

  
 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

Reading Informational Text 
Study Island 
Daily informal assessments 
Reader’s response journals 
Reading Literature 
Study Island 
Daily informal assessments 
Reader’s response journals  
Reading literature 
Writing/Grammar 
Study Island 
Student checklist 
Daily informal assessments  
Speaking and Listening  
Teacher observation 
Student checklist 
Socratic seminar 

Summative Assessment 

Reading Informational Text 
Unit test 
Reading Literature 
Unit test 
Writing/Grammar 
Rubrics  
Unit Test 
Speaking and Listening  
Rubrics  

Best Instructional Practices  

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 

     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading/Literacy Circles/Reader’s Workshop 



 

 

     Literacy Centers 
     Independent Reading 

     Word Study/Vocabulary 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 

     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 

     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 

    
Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21st Century Skills  
Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance 

 

Resources 

Reading Informational Text: 
Study Island 
readworks.org 
achievethecore.org 
newsela.com 
commonlit.org 
 
Reading Literature:  
Study Island 
readworks.org 
achievethecore.org 
newsela.com 
commonlit.org 
 
Writing/Grammar: 
Grammar for Writing Grade 7 Textbook and Workbook  
Study Island 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&


 

 

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 
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