
 

 

WSSD ELA Learning Unit  
 

Title of Module Module 3: Characterization, Point of View, 
and Theme  

Grade Level  7 

Curriculum Area English language arts Time Frame  Cycles 10, 11, 12, 13, 14  

Developed By D. Lewis-Umphrey 

Desired Results  

Transfer Goal- 
 

Students will be able to: 

1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines. 

2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures. 
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and coherent 

message. 
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences. 

5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order to learn, 

reflect, and respond. 
6.  Build transferable vocabulary in order to access grade level complex texts. 

Key Learnings: 

Reading Informational Text 
Critical thinkers actively and skillfully interpret, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information.  
Reading Literature  
Effective readers skillfully analyze text for literary elements.   
Writing/Grammar 
Skillful writers create narrative essays using narrative techniques.  
Rules of grammar and language conventions support clarity of communications between writers/speakers and readers/listeners.  
Speaking and Listening 
Effective speakers and listeners express their ideas clearly using standard English.  
 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

 Reading Informational Text Reading Literature Writing/Grammar Speaking & Listening  

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.7.C Analyze the 
interactions between individuals, 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.3.7.A Determine a theme 
or central idea of a text and 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.7.M Write narratives to 
develop real or imagined 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.5.7.G Demonstrate 
command of the conventions of 



 

 

events, and ideas in a text. 

CC.1.2.7.D Determine an 
author’s point of view or purpose 
in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others. 

Eligible Content: 

E07.B-K.1.1.3 Analyze the 
interactions between individuals, 
events, and ideas in a text (e.g., 
how ideas influence individuals 
or events, how individuals 
influence ideas or events). 

E07.B-C.2.1.1 Determine an 
author’s point of view or purpose 
in a text and analyze how the 
author distinguishes his or her 
position from that of others. 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

analyze its development over the 
course of the text; provide an 
objective summary of the text. 

CC.1.3.7.C Analyze how 
particular elements of a story or 
drama interact and how setting 
shapes the characters or plot. 

CC.1.3.7.D Analyze how an 
author develops and contrasts 
the points of view of different 
characters or narrators in a text. 

Eligible Content: 
 
E07.A-K.1.1.2 Determine a 
theme or central idea of a text 
and analyze its development 
over the course of the text; 
provide an objective summary of 
the text. 

E07.A-K.1.1.3 Analyze how 
particular elements of a story, 
drama, or poem interact (e.g., 
how the setting shapes the 
characters or plot). 

E07.A-C.2.1.1 Analyze how an 
author develops and contrasts 
the points of view of different 
characters or narrators in a text. 

 

experiences or events. 

CC.1.4.7.N Engage and orient 
the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters. 

CC.1.4.7.O Use narrative 
techniques such as dialogue, 
description, and pacing to 
develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters; use precise 
words and phrases, relevant 
descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action 
and convey experiences and 
events. 

CC.1.4.7.P Organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically, using a variety of 
transition words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and 
signal shifts from one time frame 
or setting to another; provide a 
conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated 
experiences and events. 

CC.1.4.7.Q Write with an 
awareness of the stylistic 
aspects of writing. 

expresses ideas precisely and 
concisely, recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness and 

standard English when speaking 
based on Grade 7 level and 
content. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

redundancy.  

lengths and complexities.  

  consistent voice.  

CC.1.4.7.R Demonstrate a 
grade- appropriate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling. 

Eligible Content:  
E07.C.1.3.1 Engage and orient 
the reader by establishing a 
context and point of view and 
introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event 
sequence that unfolds naturally 
and logically to support the 
writer’s purpose. 

E07.C.1.3.2 Use narrative 
techniques, such as dialogue, 
pacing, and description, to 
develop experiences, events, 
and/or characters. 

E07.C.1.3.3 Use a variety of 
transitional words, phrases, and 
clauses to convey sequence and 
to signal shifts from one time 
frame or setting to another. 



 

 

E07.C.1.3.4 Use precise words 
and phrases, relevant descriptive 
details, and sensory language to 
capture the action and convey 
experiences and events. 

E07.C.1.3.5 Provide a 
conclusion that follows from and 
reflects on the narrated 
experiences or events. 

E07.D.2.1.2 Vary sentence 
patterns for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and 
style. 

E07.D.2.1.3 Maintain 
consistency in style and tone. 

E07.D.1.1.4 Recognize and 
correct inappropriate shifts in 
pronoun number and person. 

E07.D.1.1.5 Recognize and 
correct vague pronouns (i.e., 
ones with unclear or ambiguous 
antecedents). 

E07.D.1.1.9 Ensure subject-
verb and pronoun-antecedent 
agreement.  

EO7.D.1.2.2 Spell correctly.  

 

*Indicate eligible content standards by highlighting 
 



 

 

Essential Questions Vocabulary (best practice) 

Reading Informational Text Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from informational text?  
How do readers determine an author’s point of view?  

 
Reading Literature Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from literary text? 
How do literary elements interact within a text? 
How does a reader determine the theme of a text?  
How does a reader write an objective summary of a text? 
How does a reader analyze how the setting of a story shapes its 
characters? 
How does a reader analyze the different points of view in a story?   

 
Writing/Grammar Unit Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
What makes clear and effective writing?  
How do writers develop a narrative essay? 
How do writers use narrative techniques? 
How do writers organize a narrative essay?  
How do grammar and the conventions of language influence spoken 
and written communication?  
 
Speaking and Listening Unit Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do speakers implement standard English?  

Tier 2  
Explain 
Convey 
Summary 
Infer 
Number (singular, plural) 
Person (grammatical reference)  
Ambiguous 
Vague 
 
Tier 3 
Narrative 
Character 
Characterization 
Protagonist 
Antagonist 
Dynamic character 
Static character 
Point of view 
First person point of view 
Second person point of view 
Third person point of view 
Third person limited point of view 
Third person objective point of view  
Third person omniscient point of view 
Theme 
Foreshadowing 
Flashback 
Irony 
Situational irony 
Verbal irony 
Dramatic irony 
Personal pronoun 
Indefinite pronoun 
Antecedent 
 



 

 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading Informational Text 
 Analyze Text 

CC.1.2.7.C Analyze the interactions between individuals, events, and 
ideas in a text. 

 Point of View  

CC.1.2.7.D Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text 
and analyze how the author distinguishes his or her position from 
that of others. 

Reading Literature 
 Theme 

CC.1.3.7.A Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze 
its development over the course of the text; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

 Characterization 

CC.1.3.7.C Analyze how particular elements of a story or drama 
interact and how setting shapes the characters or plot. 

 Point of View 

CC.1.3.7.D Analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 
points of view of different characters or narrators in a text. 

Writing/Grammar 
 Narrative Writing 

CC.1.4.7.M Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences 
or events. 

CC.1.4.7.N Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context 

Reading Informational Text 
 I can analyze the interactions among individuals, events, 

and ideas.  
 I can determine an author’s point of view.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Reading Literature 

 I can determine the theme of a text. 
 I can summarize a text.  
 I can analyze how story elements interact. 
 I can determine how a story’s setting shapes its 

characters.  
 I can analyze how an author develops and contrasts the 

points of view of different characters or narrators in a 
text.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing/Grammar 

 I can write a narrative essay. 
 I can establish point a view and introduce a narrator or 

characters.  

 I can use narrative techniques, including dialogue, 



 

 

and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters. 

CC.1.4.7.O Use narrative techniques such as dialogue, description, 
and pacing to develop experiences, events, and/or characters; use 
precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory 
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. 

CC.1.4.7.P Organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and 
logically, using a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to 
convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to 
another; provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the 
narrated experiences and events. 

CC.1.4.7.Q Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of 
writing. 

anguage that expresses ideas precisely and concisely, 
recognizing and eliminating wordiness and redundancy.  

 

consistent voice.  

 Conventions 

CC.1.4.7.R Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling. 

Speaking and Listening 
 Conventions of Standard English 

CC.1.5.7.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard 
English when speaking based on Grade 7 level and content. 

 
 

description, and pacing, in order to caption the action 
and show experiences and events. 

 I can organize a narrative using an event sequence. 
 I can use a variety of logical transition words, phrases, 

and clauses in order to show sequence or shifts between 
events and settings. 

 I can write a conclusion that follows the narrated 
experiences and events.  

 I can write using clear and precise language. 
 I can vary my sentence lengths and structures. 

 I can use consistent tone and style. 
 I can recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in 

pronoun number and person.  

 I can recognize and correct vague pronouns. 
 I can use correct pronoun-antecedent agreement.  
 I can spell words correctly.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Speaking and Listening  

 I can use correct English when I speak.  
 
 
 

Assessment Evidence 



 

 

Formative Assessment  

Reading Informational Text 
Study Island 
Daily informal assessments 
Reader’s response journals 
Reading Literature 
Study Island 
Daily informal assessments 
Reader’s response journals  
Reading literature 
Writing/Grammar 
Study Island 
Student checklist 
Daily informal assessments  
Speaking and Listening  
Teacher observation 
Student checklist 
Socratic seminar 

Summative Assessment 

Reading Informational Text 
Unit test 
Text-dependent analysis writings 
Reading Literature 
Unit test 
Text-dependent analysis writings 
Writing/Grammar 
Text-dependent analysis writings  
Narrative essay 
Rubrics  
Speaking and Listening  
Rubrics  
 
 

Best Instructional Practices  

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 

     Shared Reading 



 

 

     Guided Reading/Literacy Circles/Reader’s Workshop 
     Literacy Centers 
     Independent Reading 

     Word Study/Vocabulary 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 

     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 

     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 

    
Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21st Century Skills  
Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance 

 

Resources 

Reading Informational Text: 
“Dirk the Protector” by Gary Paulsen 
Study Island 
readworks.org 
achievethecore.org 
newsela.com 
commonlit.org 
 
Reading Literature:  
“The Three-Century Woman” by Richard Peck 
“Charles” by Shirley Jackson 
“Spring Harvest of Snow Peas” by Maxine Hong Kingston 
“Eating Alone” by Li-Young Lee 
“Two Ways to Count to Ten” by Frances Carpenter 
“The Race Between Toad and Donkey” by Roger D. Abrahams 
Study Island 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&


 

 

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

readworks.org 
achievethecore.org 
newsela.com 
commonlit.org 
 
Writing/Grammar: 
Grammar for Writing Grade 7 Textbook and Workbook  
Study Island 
 
Speaking and Listening 
  
 
 


