
 

 

WSSD ELA Learning Unit  
 

Title of Module Module 5: Evaluating Arguments and 
Research  

Grade Level  7 

Curriculum Area English language arts Time Frame  Cycles 18, 19, 20  

Developed By D. Lewis-Umphrey 

Desired Results  

Transfer Goal- 
 

Students will be able to: 

1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines. 

2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures. 
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and coherent 

message. 
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences. 

5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order to learn, 

reflect, and respond. 
6.  Build transferable vocabulary in order to access grade level complex texts. 

Key Learnings: 

Reading Informational Text 
Critical thinkers actively and skillfully interpret, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information.  
Reading Literature  
Writing/Grammar 
Skillful writers create argumentative essays using claims and supporting evidence.  
Rules of grammar and language conventions support clarity of communications between writers/speakers and readers/listeners.  
Speaking and Listening 
Effective speakers and listeners evaluate the ideas observed and present ideas through diverse forms of media.  

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

 Reading Informational Text Reading Literature Writing/Grammar Speaking & Listening  

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.2.7.F Determine the 
meaning of words and phrases 
as they are used in grade-level 
reading and content, including 

 
 

 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.4.7.G Write arguments to 
support claims. 

CC.1.4.7.H Introduce and state 

Focus Standards: 
CC.1.5.7.B Delineate a 
speaker’s argument and specific 
claims, evaluating the soundness 
of the reasoning and the 



 

 

interpretation of figurative, 
connotative, and technical 
meanings. 

CC.1.2.7.G Compare and 
contrast a text to an audio, 
video, or multimedia version of 
the text, analyzing each 
medium’s portrayal of the 
subject (e.g., how the delivery of 
a speech affects the impact of 
the words). 

CC.1.2.7.H Evaluate an author’s 
argument, reasoning, and 
specific claims for the soundness 
of the argument and the 
relevance of the evidence. 

CC.1.2.7.I Analyze how two or 
more authors present and 
interpret facts on the same 
topic. 

Eligible Content: 

E07.B-C.2.1.3 Determine how 
the author uses the meaning of 
words or phrases, including 
figurative, connotative, or 
technical meanings, in a text; 
analyze the impact of a specific 
word choice on meaning and 
tone. 

E07.B-C.3.1.1 Trace and 
evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 

an opinion on a topic. 

CC.1.4.7.I Acknowledge 
alternate or opposing claims and 
support claim with logical 
reasoning and relevant evidence, 
using accurate, credible sources 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the topic. 

CC.1.4.7.J Organize the 
claim(s) with clear reasons and 
evidence clearly; clarify 
relationships among claim(s) and 
reasons by using words, 
phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion; provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows 
from and supports the argument 
presented. 

CC.1.4.7.K Write with an 
awareness of the stylistic 
aspects of composition. 

  domain-specific vocabulary to 
inform about or explain the 
topic.  

lengths and complexities.  

consistent voice.  

Establish and maintain a 

relevance and sufficiency of the 
evidence. 

CC.1.5.7.D Present claims and 
findings, emphasizing salient 
points in a focused, coherent 
manner with pertinent 
descriptions, facts, details, and 
examples; use appropriate eye 
contact, adequate volume, and 
clear pronunciation. 

CC.1.5.7.F Include multimedia 
components and visual displays 
in presentations to clarify claims 
and findings and emphasize 
salient points. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 

assessing whether the reasoning 
is sound and the evidence is 
relevant and sufficient to support 
the claims. 

E07.B-C.3.1.2 Analyze how two 
or more authors writing about 
the same topic shape their 
presentations of key information 
by emphasizing different 
evidence or advancing different 
interpretations of facts. 

E07.B-V.4.1.1 Determine or 
clarify the meaning of unknown 
and multiple-meaning words and 
phrases based on grade 7 
reading and content, choosing 
flexibly from a range of 
strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 
paragraph, a word’s 
position or function in a 
sentence) as a clue to 
the meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

b. Use common, grade-
appropriate Greek or 
Latin affixes and roots as 
clues to the meaning of a 
word (e.g., belligerent, 
bellicose, rebel).  

c. Determine the meaning of 
technical words and 

formal style.  

CC.1.4.7.L Demonstrate a 
grade- appropriate command of 
the conventions of standard 
English grammar, usage, 
capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling. 

CC.1.4.7.U Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce and publish writing and 
link to and cite sources as well 
as to interact and collaborate 
with others, including linking to 
and citing sources. 

CC.1.4.7.V Conduct short 
research projects to answer a 
question, drawing on several 
sources and generating 
additional related, focused 
questions for further research 
and investigation. 

CC.1.4.7.W Gather relevant 
information from multiple print 
and digital sources, using search 
terms effectively; assess the 
credibility and accuracy of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase 
the data and conclusions of 
others while avoiding plagiarism 
and following a standard format 
for citation. 

Eligible Content:  
E07.C.1.1.1 Introduce claim(s) 



 

 

phrases used in a text.  

E07.B-V.4.1.2 Demonstrate 
understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, 
and nuances in word meanings. 

d. Interpret figures of speech 
(e.g., literary and 
mythological allusions) in 
context.  

e. Use the relationship between 
particular words (e.g., 
synonym/antonym, 
analogy) to better 
understand each of the 
words.  

f. Distinguish among the 
connotations 
(associations) of words 
with similar denotations 
(definitions) (e.g., 
refined, respectful, polite, 
diplomatic, 
condescending).  

 

 

 

 

 

for the intended audience, 
acknowledge alternate or 
opposing claims, and support the 
writer’s purpose by logically 
organizing the reasons and 
evidence. 

E07.C.1.1.2 Support claim(s) 
with logical reasoning and 
relevant evidence, using 
accurate, credible sources and 
demonstrating an understanding 
of the topic or text. 

E07.C.1.1.3 Use words, 
phrases, and clauses to create 
cohesion and clarify the 
relationships among claim(s), 
reasons, and evidence. 

E07.C.1.1.4 Establish and 
maintain a formal style. 

E07.C.1.1.5 Provide a 
concluding section that 
reinforces the claims and 
reasons presented. 

E07.D.1.1.3 Place phrases and 
clauses within a sentence, 
recognizing and correcting 
misplaced and dangling 
modifiers.  

E07.D.2.1.1 Choose language 
that expresses ideas precisely 
and concisely, recognizing and 
eliminating wordiness and 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

  
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

redundancy. 

E07.D.2.1.2 Vary sentence 
patterns for meaning, 
reader/listener interest, and 
style. 

E07.D.2.1.3 Maintain 
consistency in style and tone. 

E07.E.1.1.1 Introduce text(s) 
for the intended audience, state 
an opinion and/or topic, 
establish a situation, and create 
an organizational structure in 
which ideas are logically grouped 
to support the writer’s purpose. 

E07.E.1.1.2 Develop the 
analysis using relevant evidence 
from text(s) to support claims, 
opinions, ideas, and inferences 
and demonstrating an 
understanding of the text(s). 

E07.E.1.1.3 Use appropriate 
transitions to create cohesion 
and clarify the relationships 
among ideas and concepts. 

E07.E.1.1.4 Use precise 
language and domain-specific 
vocabulary to inform about or 
explain the topic and/or convey 
the experience and events. 

E07.E.1.1.5 Establish and 



 

 

maintain a formal style. 

E07.E.1.1.6 Provide a 
concluding section that follows 
from and supports the analysis 
presented. 

    

*Indicate eligible content standards by highlighting 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary (best practice) 

Reading Informational Text Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from argumentative text?  
How do readers determine an author’s claim?  
How do readers evaluate supporting details?  
How do readers evaluate information within opposing texts? 
How does vocabulary influence the meaning of a text?  

 
Reading Literature Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 

 
Writing/Grammar Unit Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
What makes clear and effective writing?  
How do writers develop an argumentative essay? 
How do writers choose, introduce, develop, and conclude a claim? 
How do writers research and choose relevant support? 
How do writers avoid plagiarism?  
How do grammar and the conventions of language influence spoken 
and written communication?  
 
Speaking and Listening Unit Essential Question 
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do speakers use diverse media formats and presentation skills 
to deliver their arguments?  
How do listeners evaluate arguments?  

Tier 2  
Research 
Sources (multiple print, digital, etc.) 
Evidence  
Opinion 
Stance 
Logical 
Reasoning 
Credibility 
Soundness 
Accuracy 
Relevance  
Clarify 
Opposing  
 
Tier 3 
Argument 
Claim 
Supporting details 
Thesis statement 
Citation  
Idiom  
Misplaced modifier 
Dangling modifier 
Paraphrase 
Plagiarism  



 

 

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading Informational Text 
 Vocabulary 

CC.1.2.7.F Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are 
used in grade-level reading and content, including interpretation of 
figurative, connotative, and technical meanings. 

 Analyzing Media 

CC.1.2.7.G Compare and contrast a text to an audio, video, or 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing each medium’s portrayal of 
the subject (e.g., how the delivery of a speech affects the impact of 
the words). 

 Evaluating Arguments 

CC.1.2.7.H Evaluate an author’s argument, reasoning, and specific 
claims for the soundness of the argument and the relevance of the 
evidence. 

CC.1.2.7.I Analyze how two or more authors present and interpret 
facts on the same topic. 

Reading Literature 
Writing/Grammar 

 Argumentative Writing 

CC.1.4.7.G Write arguments to support claims. 

CC.1.4.7.H Introduce and state an opinion on a topic. 

CC.1.4.7.I Acknowledge alternate or opposing claims and support 
claim with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, 
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic. 

CC.1.4.7.J Organize the claim(s) with clear reasons and evidence 

Reading Informational Text 
 I can determine the meaning of technical terms. 

 I can determine the meaning of idioms.  
 I can compare and contrast a text to a media version of 

the text. 

 I can evaluate the soundness and relevance of an 
author’s argument, reasoning, and specific claims. 

 I can analyze how two or more authors present and 
interpret facts on the same topic.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Writing/Grammar 

 I can write argument to support a claim. 
 I can choose a topic, write a thesis statement for a 

claim, and introduce this topic.   
 I acknowledge opposing claims. 

 I can organize my argumentative essay with clear 
reasons and evidence.  

 I can write a strong and supportive concluding 
statement to my argument.  

 I can write using a formal style. 



 

 

clearly; clarify relationships among claim(s) and reasons by using 
words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion; provide a concluding 
statement or section that follows from and supports the argument 
presented. 

CC.1.4.7.K Write with an awareness of the stylistic aspects of 
composition. 

precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform 
about or explain the topic.  

 

 

 

 Conventions 

CC.1.4.7.L Demonstrate a grade-appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling. 

 Research and Technology 

CC.1.4.7.U Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and 
publish writing and link to and cite sources as well as to interact and 
collaborate with others, including linking to and citing sources. 

CC.1.4.7.V Conduct short research projects to answer a question, 
drawing on several sources and generating additional related, 
focused questions for further research and investigation. 

CC.1.4.7.W Gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility 
and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and 
conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 

 I can write using consistent voice.  
 I can capitalize words and sentences correctly. 

 I can vary my sentence lengths and structures.  
 I can place phrases and clauses within a sentence and 

recognize and correct misplaced and dangling modifiers. 

 I can use technology to publish my essay. 
 I can link and cite sources using technology.  
 I can use several sources to conduct short research 

projects to answer a question. 

 I can produce related, focused questions for additional 
research and investigation. 

 I can gather relevant information from multiple print and 
digital sources.  

 I can determine the credibility and accuracy of multiple 
print and digital sources. 

 I can quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of 
others without plagiarizing. 

 I can use standard Modern Language Association (MLA) 
format for citation.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 Presenting Claims  

CC.1.5.7.B Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, 
evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and 
sufficiency of the evidence. 

CC.1.5.7.D Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points 
in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, 
details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate 
volume, and clear pronunciation. 

CC.1.5.7.F Include multimedia components and visual displays in 
presentations to clarify claims and findings and emphasize salient 
points. 

 

 
 
Speaking and Listening  

 I can explain and evaluate a speaker’s argument.  
 I can evaluate the reasoning and evidence of a speaker’s 

argument.  
 I can present claims and findings in a focused manner. 

 I can use appropriate presentation skills (eye contact, 
volume, pronunciation). 

 I can use media clips and visuals in presentations to 
clarify claims and findings and to emphasize important 
points.  

 
 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

Reading Informational Text 
Study Island 
Daily informal assessments 
Reader’s response journals 
Reading Literature 
Writing/Grammar 
Study Island 
Student checklist 
Daily informal assessments  
Determining argumentative topics  
Writing a claim 
Writing supporting reasons  
Speaking and Listening  
Teacher observation 
Student checklist 
Socratic seminar 

Summative Assessment 

Reading Informational Text 



 

 

Unit test 
Text-dependent analysis writings 
Reading Literature 
Writing/Grammar 
Text-dependent analysis writings  
Argumentative essay 
Rubrics  
Speaking and Listening  
Rubrics  
 

Best Instructional Practices  

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 

     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading/Literacy Circles/Reader’s Workshop 
     Literacy Centers 
     Independent Reading 

     Word Study/Vocabulary 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 

     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 

     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 

    
Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 
Integration of 21st Century Skills  
Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance 

 

Resources 

Reading Informational Text: 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&


 

 

 
 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  
ISBN # 0-87120-313-8 (ppk) 

“Why Work Out?” by Erica Cheng 
“The Promise” by Jane Goodall 
“Pro Athletes’ Salaries Aren’t Overly Exorbitant” by Mark Singletary  
“Do Professional Athletes Get Paid Too Much?” by by Justin Hjelm 
“Why We Shouldn’t Go to Mars” by Gregg Easterbrook 
“Remarks at the Dedication of the Aerospace Medical Health Center” by John F. Kennedy 
Study Island 
readworks.org 
achievethecore.org 
newsela.com 
commonlit.org 
 
Reading Literature:  
Writing/Grammar: 
Grammar for Writing Grade 7 Textbook and Workbook  
Study Island 
 
Speaking and Listening 
  
 
 


