
 

 

WSSD ELA Learning Unit  
 

Title of Module Analyzing Plot, Conflict, and Setting Grade Level 8 

Curriculum Area ELA Time Frame 3 cycles (5, 6, 7) 

Developed By J. Manderewicz 

Desired Results  

Transfer Goal- 

Students will be able to: 
 

1. Comprehend and evaluate complex texts across a range of types and disciplines. 

2. Be a critical consumer of text and other media to recognize, understand, and appreciate multiple perspectives and cultures. 
3. Produce writing to address task, purpose, perspective, and intended audience; research and gather evidence to create a clear and coherent 

message. 
4. Communicate effectively for varied purposes and audiences. 

5. Listen actively to engage in a range of conversations, to analyze and synthesize idea and positions, and to evaluate accuracy in order to learn, 
reflect, and respond. 

6. Build transferable vocabulary in order to access grade level complex texts. 

 
 

Key Learnings: 

Reading Informational Texts 
 Critical thinkers actively and skillfully interpret, analyze, evaluate, and synthesize information. 
Reading Literature 
 Effective readers use appropriate strategies to construct meaning. 
Writing/Grammar 
Audience and purpose influence a writer’s choice of organizational pattern, language, and literary techniques.  
Rules of grammar and language conventions support clarity of communications between writers/speakers and readers/listeners. 
Speaking and Listening 
 Effective speakers and listeners express their ideas clearly as they engage in collaborative discussions. 
 

Content Standards for Balanced Literacy 

 Reading Informational 
Texts 

Reading Literature Writing/Grammar Speaking & Listening  

Focus Standards: 
 

Focus Standards: 
 
 

Focus Standards: 
 

  

Focus Standards: 
 



 

 

CC.1.2.8.A 

Determine a central idea of a text 

and analyze its development over 
the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of 

the text. 
 

 CC.1.2.8.B 

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 

what the text says explicitly, as well 
as inferences, conclusions, and/or 

generalizations drawn from the text. 

CC.1.2.8.C 
 

Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and distinctions 

between individuals, ideas, or 
events. 

 

Eligible Content 
E08.B-K.1.1.2 

Determine the central idea of a text 
and analyze its development over 

the course of the text, including its 

relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of 

the text. 
 

E08.B-K.1.1.1 
Cite the textual evidence that most 

strongly supports an analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences, conclusions, and/or 

generalizations drawn from the text. 
 

E08.B-K.1.1.3 

Analyze how a text makes 
connections among and distinctions 

between individuals, ideas, or 

CC.1.3.8.B 

Cite the textual evidence that most 

strongly supports an analysis of 
what the text says explicitly, as well 

as inferences, conclusions, and/or 
generalizations drawn from the text. 

 
CC.1.3.8.C 

Analyze how particular lines of 

dialogue or incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, reveal 

aspects of a character, or provoke a 
decision. 

 

CC.1.3.8.E 
Compare and contrast the structure 

of two or more texts and analyze 
how the differing structure of each 

text contributes to its meaning and 
style. 

 

CC.1.3.8.F 
Analyze the influence of the words 

and phrases in a text including 
figurative and connotative meanings 

and how they shape meaning and 

tone. 
 

CC.1.3.8.J 
Acquire and use accurately grade-

appropriate general academic and 
domain-specific words and phrases; 

gather vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase 
important to comprehension or 

expression. 
 

Eligible Content 

E08.A-C.2.1.2 
Compare and contrast the structure 

of two or more texts, and analyze 

CC.1.4.8.F  

Demonstrate a grade- appropriate 

command of the conventions of 
standard English grammar, usage, 

capitalization, punctuation, and 
spelling. 

 
CC.1.4.8.S 

Draw evidence from literary or 

informational texts to support 
analysis, reflection, and research, 

applying grade-level reading 
standards for literature and literary 

nonfiction. 

 
Eligible Content 

E08.E.1.1.1  
Introduce text(s) for the intended 

audience, state an opinion and/or 
topic, establish a situation, and 

create an organizational structure in 

which ideas are logically grouped to 
support the writer’s purpose. 

 
E08.E.1.1.2  

Develop the analysis using relevant 

evidence from text(s) to support 
claims, opinions, ideas, and 

inferences and demonstrating an 
understanding of the text(s). 

 
E08.E.1.1.3  

Use appropriate and varied 

transitions to create cohesion and 
clarify the relationships among ideas 

and concepts. 
 

E08.E.1.1.4  

Use precise language and domain-
specific vocabulary to inform about 

or explain the topic and/or convey 

CC.1.5.8.G 

Demonstrate command of the 

conventions of standard English 
when speaking based on Grade 8 

level and content. 

  
 
 
 
 
  
 



 

 

events (e.g., through comparisons, 

analogies, categories). 

 

 
  
  
  
  
 
  
 

how the differing structure of each 

text contributes to its meaning and 

style. 
 

E08.A-C.2.1.3  
Determine how the author uses the 

meaning of words or phrases, 
including figurative and connotative 

meanings, in a text; analyze the 

impact of specific word choices on 
meaning and tone, including 

analogies or allusions to other texts. 
 

E08.A-K.1.1.1  

Cite the textual evidence that most 
strongly supports an analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well 
as inferences, conclusions, and/or 

generalizations drawn from the text. 
 

E08.A-K.1.1.3 

Analyze how particular lines of 
dialogue or incidents in a story, 

drama, or poem propel the action, 
reveal aspects of a character, or 

provoke a decision. 

 
E08.A-V.4.1.1  

Determine or clarify the meaning of 
unknown and multiple-meaning 

words or phrases based on grade 8 
reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of strategies. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall 
meaning of a sentence or 

paragraph, a word’s 
position or function in a 

sentence) as a clue to the 

meaning of a word or 
phrase.  

b. Use common, grade-appropriate 

the experience and events. 

 

E08.E.1.1.5  
Establish and maintain a formal 

style. 
 

E08.E.1.1.6 
Provide a concluding section that 

follows from and supports the 

analysis presented. 

 
E08.D.1.1.1 
Explain the function of verbals (i.e. 

gerunds, participles, and infinitives) 

in general and their function in 
particular sentences. 

 
E08.D.1.1.3 

Form and use verbs in the 

indicative, imperative, interrogative, 
conditional, and subjunctive mood. 

 
E08.D.1.1.8 

Recognize and correct inappropriate 
shifts in verb tense. 

 

E08.D.1.1.11 
Ensure subject-verb and pronoun-

antecedent agreement. 

 
  
 



 

 

Greek or Latin affixes and 

roots as clues to the 

meaning of a word (e.g., 
precede, recede, secede).  

 
E08.A-V.4.1.2 

Demonstrate understanding of 
figurative language, word 

relationships, and nuances in word 

meanings. 
a. Interpret figures of speech 

(e.g., verbal irony, puns) in 
context.  

b. Use the relationship 

between particular words to 
better understand each of 

the words.  
c. Distinguish among the 

connotations (associations) 
of words with similar 

denotations (definitions) 

(e.g., bullheaded, willful, 
firm, persistent, resolute).  

 

 

 

*Indicate eligible content standards by highlighting 
 

Essential Questions Vocabulary (best practice) 

Reading Informational Texts Essential Questions 
  
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from informational texts? 
How do readers determine the central idea of an informational text? 
How do readers choose strong textual evidence? 
What strategies and resources does a reader use to understand 
unknown vocabulary? 

Tier 2 
Cite  
Textual evidence 
Infer 
Generalization 
 
 
Tier 3 



 

 

  
  

Reading Literature Essential Questions 
  
Lesson Essential Questions 
How do critical readers create meaning from literary texts? 
How do readers cite textual evidence to support conclusions and 
generalizations? 
What strategies and resources does a reader use to understand 
unknown vocabulary? 
 

 
Writing/Grammar Essential Question 
  
Lesson Essential Questions 
What makes clear and effective writing? 
How do grammar and the conventions of language influence spoken and 
written communication? 
 
Speaking and Listening Essential Question 
 
Lesson Essential Question 
How do effective speakers and listeners clearly express their ideas 
during discussion? 
 
 

Plot 
Exposition 
Rising Action 
Conflict (central, internal, external) 
Complication 
Climax 
Falling Action 
Resolution 
Denouement 
Setting 
Imagery 
Mood 
Figurative Language (irony, pun, idiom) 
Connotation versus Denotation 
 
 
  
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
  



 

 

 
 
 
  

Concepts 
Students will know… 

Skills/Competencies (I Can…) 
Students will be able to… 

Reading Informational Texts 

 Central/Main Idea 
CC.1.2.8.A Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development 

over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 

 Textual Evidence 
 CC.1.2.8.B Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 

analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences, conclusions,  
and/or generalizations drawn from the text. 

 Analyze Texts 
CC.1.2.8.C Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions 

between individuals, ideas, or events. 

Reading Literature 

 Textual Evidence 
CC.1.3.8.B Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an 

analysis of what the text says explicitly, as well as inferences, conclusions, 
and/or generalizations drawn from the text. 

 Literary Elements 

CC.1.3.8.C Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story 
or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a 

decision. 

 Text Structure 

CC.1.3.8.E Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and 

analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning 
and style. 

 Vocabulary 

CC.1.3.8.F Analyze the influence of the words and phrases in a text 
including figurative and connotative meanings and how they shape meaning 

and tone. 
CC.1.3.8.J Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic 

and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 

Reading Informational Texts 

 I can determine the main idea of a text. 
 I can summarize a text. 
 I can cite pieces of textual evidence to support my 

conclusions and generalizations. 
 I can analyze the connections among individuals, ideas, 

or events in a text. 
 I can cite textual evidence that supports my analysis of 

a text. 
Reading Literature 

 I can analyze how story elements interact. 
 I can determine how dialogue and events in a story 

shapes a character. 

 I can analyze how a text structure contributes to its 
meaning. 

 I can interpret figurative and connotative meanings of 
words and phrases. 

 I can understand and use new vocabulary. 
Writing/Grammar 

 I can explain the function of verbals in a sentence. 
 I can form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, 

interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive mood. 

 I can recognize and use correct verb tense throughout 
my writing. 

 I can recognize and use correct subject-verb agreement 
throughout my writing. 

 I can recognize and use correct pronoun-antecedent 
agreement throughout my writing. 



 

 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Writing/Grammar 
 Conventions 

CC.1.4.8.F - Demonstrate a grade- appropriate command of the 
conventions of standard English grammar, usage, capitalization, 

punctuation, and spelling. 

 Literary Analysis 

CC.1.4.8.S - Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support 

analysis, reflection, and research, applying grade-level reading standards for 
literature and literary nonfiction. 

Speaking and Listening 

 Conventions of Standard English 
CC.1.5.8.G Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English 
when speaking based on Grade 8 level and content. 

 

 I can respond to literature using textual evidence. 
Speaking and Listening 

 I can use correct English when I speak. 
 

Assessment Evidence 

Formative Assessment  

 
Reading Informational Texts 
Study Island 
Daily Informal Assessments 
Reader’s Response Journals 
Reading Literature 
Study Island 
Daily Informal Assessments 
Reader’s Response Journals 
Socratic Seminar 
Writing/Grammar 
Study Island 
Daily Informal Assessments 
Student Checklist 
Speaking and Listening  
Teacher Observation 
Student Checklist 
Socratic Seminar 

Summative Assessment 



 

 

 
Reading Informational Text 
Unit Test 
Text Dependent Analysis Writings 
Reading Literature 
Unit Test 
Text Dependent Analysis Writings 
Writing/Grammar 
6 Traits of Writing Rubric 
PSSA Writing Rubric 
Text Dependent Analysis Rubric 
 
Speaking and Listening  
Rubrics 
 
 
 

Best Instructional Practices  

Reader’s Workshop 
     Read Aloud 

     Shared Reading 
     Guided Reading/Literacy Circles/Reader’s Workshop 
     Literacy Centers 
     Independent Reading 

     Word Study/Vocabulary 
      
Writer’s Workshop 
     Write every day for a variety of purposes 

     Use of Mentor Text to teach craft and organization 

     Use of Formative Assessment to inform instruction 

    
Activating Strategies 
Extended Thinking 
Summarizing 
Vocabulary in Context 
Advance Organizers 
Non-verbal Representation     
Integration of Webb’s Depth 

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FActivating%20Strategies&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FExtended%20Thinking&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FSummarizing&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Vocabulary/Marzano_Vocab.pdf
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FAdvanced%20Organizers&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FNon%2Dverbal%20Representation&View=%7B284F0921%2DA088%2D46A9%2D944D%2DAC9D37920AD6%7D
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FWebb%27s%20Depth&


 

 

Integration of 21st Century Skills  
Reading and writing across disciplines  
 Rigor and Relevance 

 

Suggested Resources 

Reading Informational Text: 
 Literature Grade 8 – McDougal Littell 

“My First Free Summer” by Julia Alvarez 
“Going Where I’m Coming From” by Naomi Shihab Nye 

Readworks.org 
Achievethecore.org 
Newsela.com 
Commonlit.org 
Study Island 
 
Reading Literature: 
Literature Grade 8 – McDougal Littell 

“Raymond’s Run” by Toni Cade Bambara 
“The Drummer Boy of Shiloh” by Ray Bradbury 
“Clean Sweep” by Joan Bauer 
“The Monkey’s Paw” by W.W. Jacobs 
“Paul Revere’s Ride” by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Readworks.org 
Commonlit.org 
Achievethecore.org 
Study Island 
 
Writing/Grammar: 
 Grammar for Writing Grade 8 – McDougal Littell 
Study Island 
 
Speaking and Listening: 
  
 
 

 
From:  Wiggins, Grant and J. Mc Tighe. (1998). Understanding by Design, Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development  

http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2F21st%20Century%20Skills&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FLiteracy%20Across%20Disciplines&
http://curriculum.wssd.k12.pa.us/Best%20Practices/Forms/AllItems.aspx?RootFolder=%2FBest%20Practices%2FRigor%20and%20Relevance&
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