
 English Language Arts Instruction in the West Shore School District 

 

English Language Arts instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best practices. English Language Arts 
includes the following literacy strands: Reading Foundations (Book Handling, Print Concepts, Phonological Awareness, Phonics and Fluency), Reading 
Informational Text, Reading Literature, Writing, Speaking and Listening. We utilize a variety of strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of 
all learners. Technology and 21st Century Skills are thoughtfully woven into our lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview 
of important concepts at each grade level and within each discipline. 

Fifth Grade Best Practices: 
 
 A Balanced literacy approach provides each student with rich experiences in 
reading, writing, listening, speaking, phonics, word study and grammar, with a 
large portion of the language arts block dedicated to guided reading and 
writing.  
1. Read aloud  
2. Guided reading and writing  
3. Shared reading and writing  
4. Independent reading and writing  
5. Word study  

Skills and Concepts: 
In fifth grade, students broaden and deepen their understanding of 
informational and literary text through comparing and contrasting. Students 
reflect on their skills and adjust their comprehension and vocabulary 
strategies to become better readers. They use textual evidence and quote 
accurately to support their analyses and interpretations. Using evidence from 
multiple texts, students discuss, reflect, and respond to a wide variety of 
literary genres and informational text. Students read for pleasure, choosing 
books based on personal preference, topic, genre, theme, or author. 
Students develop a strong personal voice in their writing beginning in fifth 
grade. This is demonstrated by the way they sometimes inject humor into 
their narratives and support their opinions with credible reasons. Students 
use precise, specialized vocabulary appropriately in content-area writing. 
Students develop their writing craft with an emphasis on pacing and an 
awareness of style. They experiment with sentence length and complex 
sentence structures and vary leads and endings. Students are able to 
summarize and synthesize important works to include in their compositions. 
(adapted Washington State’s Essential Academic Learning Requirements) 
 
Standards: 
PA Core Standards  
 
Assessments: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student growth and 
achievement. Our teachers make use of daily formative (informal) 
assessments to make timely decision about whether a student understands 
the material and concepts being presented. We also administer multiple 
summative assessments throughout the year to determine if a student has 
mastered grade level skills and standards. Some of the fifth grade 
assessments utilized are: 

● District designed writing prompts  
● Classroom Diagnostic Tools 
● Diagnostic Reading Assessment (DRA)  
● Reading Theme Tests 
● PSSA  
● Study Island  

http://static.pdesas.org/content/documents/PA%20Core%20Standards%20ELA%20PreK-5%20March%202014.pdf
https://pa.drcedirect.com/Documents/Unsecure/Doc.aspx?id=706e493c-d19a-4771-9eed-6566f11fe0e3
http://www.studyisland.com/
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Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs.  
 

 


