
Literature and Composition AP Instruction in the West Shore School District 

 

AP English Literature and Composition is an intensive study of literature where students will read works from several genres and periods and will 
examine the pieces in depth. The course follows the curricular requirements described in the AP English Course Description. Ultimately, we discuss 
and write about the "what" and "how" of their readings-- what is the author saying and how the author’s style and literary devices support the purpose 
did. Students will complete a variety of writings, including but not limited to journal responses, reaction papers, annotations, and analysis and 
interpretation papers. In short, we will be doing both creative and critical papers, formal and informal papers, as well as in class timed papers and 
out of class assignments. 

Best Practices in AP Literature and Composition: 
● Examination of the elements of literature: This is done through the 

examination of 16th-21st century literary works, including novels, 
poetry, short stories, and essays. 

● Examination of literary devices and analysis: The list of terminology is 
extensive; ultimately, students need to be able to identify how authors 
create meaning through the use of these devices and elements. 

● Writing: AP graders award both analysis and style. Practice includes 
many kinds of writing practice: individual in-class writing, longer take-
home assignments, partnered essays, multiple drafted essays, and 
focused rewrites of essays. We also examine samples provided by 
the College Board and evaluate the components of those samples. 

● Discussion: Students extrapolate and analyze verbally in partners, 
small groups, and large groups. 

 

Skills and Concepts: 
Students will learn to: 

● Improve their writing style and evaluate their own work. 
● Conduct deep readings of various pieces of literature. 
● Apply their skills to the nuances of the AP exam. 
● Write an extended literary analysis. 
● Write timed essays in response to literary excerpts and 

poetry that demonstrate substantive and apt support and 
analysis. 

● Discuss 
 
Standards: 
College Board – English Literature & Composition 
 
Assessments: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student growth 
and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal formative 
assessments to make timely decisions about whether a student 
understands the material and concepts being presented. We also 
utilize several summative assessments to determine if a student 
has mastered grade level skills and standards. 
Some of the assessment utilized are: 
AP practice exams, essay prompts, reading quizzes, and graded 
discussions. 
 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs. 
(Perrine's Literature: Sound and Style, Princeton Review: 
AP Lit. and Comp, Cliff's AP Lit. and Comp, various novels-- 
see teacher website's for a current list.) 
 
 

 


