
      British Literature Instruction in the West Shore School District 

 

The aims of English IV are to enrich vocabulary, to continue the study of literary analysis through reading and appreciation of English literature 
from the Anglo-Saxon period to the modern period. Emphasis in writing is placed upon expository, analytical, argumentative, and descriptive 
approaches. Within these frameworks, the structure, usage, dictation, style, and mechanics of linguistics and grammar are explored. Elements 
of research are also reinforced. 

Best Practices in 12th Grade British Literature: 
● Examination of the elements of literature. This is done through the 

examination of epic poetry, supernatural elements, literary conflict, 
poetry(verse) vs. prose, lyrical verse, satire, and Romanticism vs. 
Realism. 

● Examine of literary devices and analysis. This is done through the 
examination of figurative language, Kennings, Caesuras, simile vs. 
metaphor, sonnet form, rhyme scheme, rhythmic patterns, 
personification, irony, symbolism, characterization and point of view. 

● Emphasis on writing that demonstrates learned literary devices, and 
interprets and analyzes themes. Emphasis also on creating and 
supporting an argument. 

● Emphasis on grammar skills and self-editing. Emphasis on vocabulary 
and the identification of prefixes/suffixes, synonyms/antonyms and 
denotation/connotation. 

● Emphasis on research and media. Use research to find evidence to 
assist in literary analysis. Research historical evidence to create 
historical context as it pertains to literature from various time periods. 
 

 

Skills and Concepts: 
● Teaching reading as a process: 

○ Use strategies to activate prior knowledge 
○ Help students make and test predictions 
○ Structure help during reading 
○ Provide after reading application 

 
● Student ownership and responsibility on writing whole, 

original pieces 
○ Guide students in topic selection 
○ Teach students to review their own progress 
○ Establish real purposes for writing and students’ 

involvement in the task. 
○ Instruction in and support for all stages of the 

writing process 
 

● Making the classroom a supportive setting for shared 
             learning 
 
Standards: 
1.1: Reading Independently 
1.2: Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Text 
1.3: Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature – Fiction and 
Non-Fiction 
1.4: Types of Writing 
1.5: Quality of Writing 
1.6: Speaking and Listening 
1.7: Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 
1.8: Research 
1.9: Information, Communication, and Technology Literacy. 
 
Assessments: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student 
growth and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal 
formative assessments to make timely decisions about whether a 
student understands the material and concepts being presented. 
We also utilize several summative assessments to determine if a 
student has mastered grade level skills and standards. 
 



 

 

Materials and Resources: 
Textbook series (McDougal Littell, American Literature & 
Grammar) 
 
 
McDougal Littell test generating software 
Various Internet resources (Purdue Owl, Google Drive, Moodle, 
etc.) 
 
Parent Resources: 
Folger Shakespeare Library, Washington, DC 
www.folger.edu 
www.oxfordreference.com 
 

 

 

http://www.folger.edu/
http://www.oxfordreference.com/

