
      Creative Writing Instruction in the West Shore School District 

 

English instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best practices. We utilize a variety of 
strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st Century Skills are thoughtfully woven into our 
lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview of important concepts at each grade level and within each discipline. 

Best Practices in Creative Writing: 
● These semester-long elective writing courses are designed to offer 

students interested in writing an artistic, creative outlet they might not 
get from their regular literature classes. The emphasis is on trying the 
students’ hands at a variety of creative writing projects, including (but 
not limited to) short story form, journaling, memoir, and a variety of 
poetic forms/styles. The end goal is to produce a student made 
literary magazine that features student writing created during the 
semester and to showcase the various skills and variety of the 
students in class. The students each take a copy of the magazine with 
them at the end of the semester as evidence of their 
accomplishments. 

● The classes are taught like art classes, with emphasis on              
creating something from nothing. A major portion of the first few 

             weeks of the course is spent on training the students how to just 
             start writing, without getting lost in thought or “writer’s block.” 
 
Major curricular units: 

● Intro to writing creatively 
● Creating Realism / Realistic Fiction Short Story 
● Exploration of different poetic forms 
● Writing from experience / Memoir 
● Exploration of different subgenres of fiction 
● Editing / Proofreading / Rewriting 
● Publication (Literary Magazine) 
● The Writing Process 

 
Use of Technology: 

● Students will make regular use of Google Drive, and online word 
processing and document sharing service provided by Google. The 
school district has assigned each student a username. Students will 
log on at school and/or from home to type up edited versions of the 
various creative writing assignments from the course.  

● This service also allows for students to submit a paperless copy of 
their final draft to the teacher for grading. Also, all documents are kept 
and can, at any time, be revisited by the teacher or student to make 
revisions. In a way, nothing is absolutely final. A student can continue  

 
 

Skills and Concepts: 
● Tips and techniques for sparking creativity 
● The writing process 
● Emphasis on improving editing/proofreading skills 
● The elements of fictional prose, nonfiction, and verse 
● Collaboration through the use of Google Drive 
● Acceptance of constructive criticism 

 
PA State Standards: 
1.1: Reading Independently 
1.3: Reading, Analyzing, and Interpreting Literature 
1.4.A: Types of Writing (poetry, short stories, narratives) 
 
Assessments: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student 
growth and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal 
assessments to determine whether a student understands the 
material and concepts being presented. That being said, the 
amount of testing done in the Creative Writing courses is limited 
(there are a couple short quizzes to check on learned material), 
as the focus is more on writing projects, some of which take 
multiple days to produce, edit, rewrite, and submit. Students are 
therefore graded based on their implementation of what we 
discussed in class prior to an assignment in their writing, and 
their ability and effort put toward editing and improving upon their 
writing from one assignment to the next. 
 
PSSA/Keystone Testing: 
While there is an application in the sense that anytime a student 
has practice analyzing the components of a text it is essentially 
practice for things a student might encounter on the Keystone 
exam, the type of writing the students will spend most of their 
time in this course is in no direct relation to the type of writing 
they might be expected to do on the Keystone or PSSA State 
examinations. 
 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs. 

● There is no formal textbook, but the teacher has 



 

 

to work on improving any project throughout the course of the 
semester. 

● Google Drive will also be used to collaborate on documents and edit 
those that are being considered for inclusion in the literary magazine 
that we hope to produce at the end of the semester. 

 

prepared photocopied handouts, some of which includes 
materials taken from teacher-owned books. 

● Students use school owned laptops or their own capable 
devices to access and use Google Drive through a 
school supplied account. This allows the student to type, 
edit, collaborate, and ultimately turn in final drafts of 
written assignments. 

● Students keep a writing journal in the class. We use the 
journal for writing exercises and to stockpile ideas for 
potential stories or poems. 

● Students are expected to bring a notebook (to keep and 
organize notes and handouts) and a pencil or pen to 
class each and every day. 

 

 

 


