
      Journalism Instruction in the West Shore School District 

 

These semester-long elective writing courses are designed to offer students interested in writing for and producing the school newspaper and 
opportunity to survey the basics of journalistic writing. Emphasis is on learning the terminology of the journalistic trade, writing in various 
journalistic modes (inverted pyramid, news feature, editorial, etc.), and practicing these newly learned skills via production of our monthly student-
run newspaper. The Journalism I course is a prerequisite for the Journalism II course. It provides an overview of the history and ethics of 
journalism, as well as a “crash-course” in news writing/reporting. Students learn the basics of interviewing, photojournalism, and learn to use 
Adobe InDesign, a professional-grade software application used to produce our school newspaper. The Journalism II course is more about 
learning to be an editor and to assist the Journalism I students in producing the 
Newspaper. Journalism II students are expected to be the “go-to” authority when writing and editing pieces for the paper. These students will also 
serve on the committee (along with the teacher/newspaper advisor) to decide which articles/topics should be pursued and written for the next 
issue. 

Best Practices in Journalism: 
● History of Journalism in America 
● Photojournalism 
● Ethics of Journalism 
● Newspaper 
● Layout/Design 
● Interviewing 
● Newspaper 
● Production 
● News Feature Writing 
● Editorial Writing 

 
Use of Technology: 
     Students will make regular use of Google Drive, an online word processing 
and document sharing service provided by Google. The school district has 
assigned each student a username. Students will log on at school and/or from 
home to type up edited versions of the various creative writing assignments 
from the course. 
     This service also allows for students to submit a paperless copy of their 
final draft to the teacher for grading. Also, all documents are kept and can, at 
any time, be revisited by the teacher or student to make revisions. 
     Google Drive will also be used to collaborate on documents and edit those 
that are being considered for inclusion in the school newspaper that we hope 
to produce on a semi-monthly Basis. 
 
     Students will also learn the basics of two Adobe Creative Suite software 
applications, InDesign and PhotoShop. These are professional grade 
applications that are used everyday by professional newspaper and magazine 
producers to design layouts and to edit photos. While students will only have 
a limited chance to explore these software applications, it does offer them 
some insight into the use of real-world technology they might have to master if 
pursuing a career in journalism and/or photography. 
 

Skills and Concepts: 
● Terms and “lingo” pertinent to the Journalism trade 
● Editing / Proofreading / Rewriting 
● Basics of photography and photo-editing (PhotoShop) 
● Basics of layout and design for a tabloid (InDesign) 
● Importance of collaboration and meeting of specific 

deadlines 
● Organizational skills when overseeing multiple projects 

 
PA State Standards: 
1.1: Reading Independently 
1.2: Reading, Analyzing, and Interpreting Texts (Newspapers) 
1.4: Types of Writing (Journalistic) 
 
Assessments: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student 
growth and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal 
assessments to determine whether a student understands the 
material and concepts being presented. That being said, the 
amount of testing done in the Journalism courses is limited (there 
are a couple short quizzes to check on learned material, 
especially early on), as the focus is more on writing projects, 
some of which take multiple days to produce, edit, rewrite, and 
submit. Students are therefore graded based on their 
implementation of what we discussed in class prior to an 
assignment in their writing, and their ability and effort put toward 
editing and improving upon their writing from one assignment to 
the next and their focus on making sure they meet specific 
deadlines. 
 
PSSA/Keystone Testing: 
While there is an application in the sense that anytime a student 
has practice analyzing the components of a text it is essentially 



 

 

practice for things a student might encounter on the Keystone 
exams, the type of writing the students will spend most of their 
time in this course is in no direct relation to the type of writing 
they might be expected to do on the Keystone or PSSA State 
examinations. 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs. 

● Journalism Today (textbook). 
● Students use school owned laptops or their own capable 

devices to access and use Google Drive through a 
school supplied account. This allows the student to type, 
edit, collaborate, and ultimately turn in final drafts of 
written assignments. 

● Cameras (the school owns a couple professional-grade 
cameras that students can use for the purposes of the 
Journalism class and the production of the newspaper). 

● Students are expected to bring a notebook (to keep and 
organize notes and handouts) and a pencil or pen to 
class each and every day. 

 

 


