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Theatre Arts 
 

This introductory course is designed for the student who wants to 
act in major plays, musicals, and competitive theater at the high 
school or career level or who simply wants an introduction to the 
theater. Emphasis is on acting, play analysis, and play directing. 
Make-up techniques, basic set and costume design, and a brief 
history of theater are included. 
 
Best Practices in theatre 

• Expose students to monologues, scene work, impromptu 
work, history of theatre. 

• Primary instructional emphasis on performance 
• Social, collaborative activities with much discussion and 

interaction. 
• Evaluation that focuses on various facets of performance 

 

Skills and Concepts 
Teaching acting as a process: 

• Use strategies to activate prior knowledge 
• Provide after performance application 

Student ownership and responsibility on creating characters and 
scenes 

• Guide students in pantomime 
• Teach students to review their own progress 
• Establish real purposes the scene at hand 

Making the classroom/stage a supportive setting for shared 
learning 
 
 
Standards: 
1.1: Reading Independently 
 
1.3: Reading, Analyzing and Interpreting Literature – Fiction and 
Non-Fiction 
 
1.6: Speaking and Listening 
1.7: Characteristics and Functions of the English Language 
 

English instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best practices.   We utilize a 
variety of strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st Century Skills are thoughtfully 
woven into our lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview of important concepts at each grade level 
and within each discipline. 
 



Theatre Arts Instruction in the West Shore School District 
 

	  

	  

 
Assessments 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student 
growth and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal 
formative assessments to make timely decision about whether a 
student understands the material and concepts being presented. 
We also utilize several summative assessments to determine if a 
student has mastered grade level skills and standards. However, 
Theatre Arts is a hands-on workshop based class where students 
will get immediate verbal feedback on their performance and 
growth. 
 
Item samples for PSSA/ Keystone 
 Click Here 
** After the page loads, scroll down, select “Reading, Writing, 
Speaking and Listening” in the first drop down menu and select 
grade 11 in the second drop down menu.** 
 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs.   

• Various monologues and scenes gathered from books 
and the Internet. 


