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English/World Literature 
 
Prerequisite(s):   
 
Satisfactory completion of English courses and teacher 
recommendation. 
This course includes the study of works from famous and popular 
world authors currently not studied in the required English 
courses.  Reading selections include novels, short stories, poetry, 
and drama.  Independent (outside of the classroom) reading 
assignments will be required. This course meets the senior 
English requirement. 
 
Best Practices 

• Provide social and collaborative activities with much 
discussion and interaction 

• Expose students to a wide and rich range of literature 
• Allow student’s choice of their own reading materials 
• Teach skills in the context of whole and meaningful 

literature 
• Provide evaluation that focuses on holistic, higher-order 

thinking processes 

 
Skills and Concepts 
 
Units of Study include:  Storytelling, African Literature, Ancient Greece/Rome, 
Southwest and South Central Asia, East Asia and the Pacific, Early Europe, 
Modern Europe, Central and South America, and a Literary Analysis 
 
Standards: 
 
http://www.pdesas.org/Standard/Views1: Reading, Writing, Speaking, and 
Listening 
 
Assessments 
 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student growth and 
achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal formative assessments to 
make timely decision about whether a student understands the material and 
concepts being presented. We also utilize several summative assessments to 
determine if a student has mastered grade level skills and standards. 
 
Item samples for Keystone 
http://www.pdesas.org/module/Assessment/questions/search/ 
 

English instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best practices.   We utilize a variety of 
strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st Century Skills are thoughtfully woven into our 
lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview of important concepts at each grade level and within each 
discipline. 
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• Measure success of reading program by students’ reading 
habits, attitudes, and comprehension 

• Create a supportive classroom setting designed for shared 
learning though:  
• Actively engage and value students’ ideas  
• Collaborative small-group work  
• Conference and peer critiquing  
• Writing before and after reading 
• Silent reading followed by discussion 
• Student ownership and responsibility by:  
Ø Helping students choose their own topics and goals 

for improvement  
Ø Using brief teacher-student conferences  
Ø Teaching students to review their own progress 

 

** After the page loads, scroll down, select “Reading, Writing, Speaking 
and Listening” in the first drop down menu and select grade 12 in the 
second drop down menu.** 

Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs, including: 
Glencoe literature series textbook for World Literature and District-approved 
novel list for 12th grade, World Literature, including but not limited to:  The 
God of Small Things, Balzac and the Little Chinese Seamstress, The 
Metamorphosis, Like Water for Chocolate, Haroun and the Sea of Stories, 
Things Fall Apart, The Life of Pi and an independent novel choice for the 
literary analysis component. 
 
Parent Resources: 
 

http://www.pdesas.org This web site is all inclusive of skills, standards, 
materials, resources, and practice assessments. 

 http://quizlet.com This web site is a variety of resources for many subject 
areas and pieces of literature to use as study tools 

 


