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Long-Term Transfer Goals: 

 

 Students will apply notated articulations to their 
performance to better enhance the style of the piece.   

 Students will be able to use notated and implied 
markings to enhance the musicality level of their lesson 
and concert repertoire.       

 Students will learn to determine the key signature and all 
accidentals and then subsequently play the correct 
fingerings throughout the piece. 

 Students will learn how to accurately play rhythms in 
duple and compound meter, incorporating rests and 
subdivisions as small as a 16th note and triplets.   

 Students will grow on their ability to have successful 
concerts by adequately preparing in advance and 
reflecting on their performance post-concert.       

 Students will be able to use established techniques to 
systematically play music at first sight. 

 Students will be able to effectively and efficiently 
practice over the summer and be better prepared for 
instruction in the next school year.   

Skills and Concepts 
 

Responsibility 
Cooperation 
Focus 
Problem-solving 
Reading notation and rhythm 
Sight-reading 
Ear-training/audiation 
Tuning independence 
Tone production 
Ensemble performance 

Establishing practice strategies 
Error Analysis 
Musicality 
Performance Etiquette  
 
 
 
 

Orchestra instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Standards Aligned System of PA Academic Standards.  This 

document communicates an overview of the focus of orchestral instruction addressed in the PA Core Standards. The PA Music Academic 

Standards include: Production, Performance and Exhibition of Music, Historical and Cultural Context, Critical Response and Aesthetic 

Response.  We utilize a variety of strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st Century 

Skills are utilized to enhance instruction and to improve understanding.  Parents are encouraged to talk with the teacher to find out more about 

specific strategies, content examples, and resources used in their child’s classroom. 

 

Participation in orchestra is open to students, grades 6-12. Students may begin or continue learning an instrument in the Fall. Participation in 

ensembles is at the discretion of the director, based on the student’s level of achievement.  The main focus of instruction at this level is to 

continue to advance the student’s musical competency by performing more complex and challenging repertoire. Students will be able to play 

melodic, harmonic, and rhythmic passages, both alone and in ensemble settings. 

http://www.wssd.k12.pa.us/index.cfm
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Big Ideas: 

 Students need to be able to play articulations to their 
performance to create a characteristic performance. 

 Students need to be able play expressively to create 
and alter the style and mood of their concert and lesson 
repertoire. 

 In order to be a successful musician, a student needs to 
recognize how to play the correct notes, in tune, in 
various key signatures. 

 Students need to be able to play accurate rhythms, in 
metronomic time with everyone else, in order to function 
in an orchestra program.   

 The climax of any ensemble’s work is a cumulative 
concert.  Having successful concerts is an acquired skill 
learned over time through concert repetition. 

 Students can use specific sight-reading techniques to 
learn music quickly and accurately. 

 Students need to practice over the summer in order to 
maintain skills learned throughout the year.  

 
 
 

Standards: 
www.pdesas.org/standard/views 
(select Music as the subject area, do not select a grade) 

 
 
Assessments 
Some of the assessment utilized are: 

 Playing assessments per marking period 

 Occasional spot checks 

 Daily performance 

 Concert performance 
 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs.   

 Essential Elements (band and orchestra) 

 Band/orchestra repertoire 

 Tuners 

 Metronomes 

 YouTube videos 

 Rhythm flashcards 

 Rote instruction 

 Advanced solo repertoire 
 
Parent Resources: 
Harrisburg Symphony, Youth Orchestra and Junior Youth Orchestra 
York Symphony, Junior Symphony and Youth Symphony 
West Shore Youth Band 
Messiah College Recitals 
Hershey Festival Strings 
Central PA Suzuki Association  
Inspire Studios 
Local Music Stores for private instruction 
Individual teacher webpages 
Local, live music 

http://www.wssd.k12.pa.us/index.cfm
http://www.pdesas.org/standard/views
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