
AP Biology Instruction in the West Shore School District 
 

Best Practices 
 
The process of evolution drives the 
diversity and unity of life. 
 
Biological systems utilize free energy and 
molecular building blocks to grow, 
reproduce, and maintain homeostasis. 
 
Living systems store, retrieve, transmit, 
and respond to information essential to life 
processes. 
 
Biological systems interact and these 
systems and their interaction possess 
complex properties. 
 

Skills and Concepts 
 
Science Practices (SP) for AP Biology 

1. The student can use representations and models to communicate scientific 
phenomena and solve scientific problems. 

2. The student can use mathematics properly. 
3. The student can engage in scientific questioning to extend thinking or to 

guide investigations within the context of the AP course. 
4. The student can plan and implement data collection strategies appropriate to 

a particular science. 
5. The student can perform data analysis and evaluation of evidence. 
6. The student can work with scientific explanations and theories. 
7. The student is able to connect and relate knowledge across various                  

scales, concepts and representations in and across domains. 
 
Standards: 
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2117.html 
 
Assessments 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student growth and achievement. 
Our teachers engage in daily informal formative assessments to make timely decision 
about whether a student understands the material and concepts being presented. We 
also utilize several summative assessments to determine if a student has mastered 
grade level skills and standards. 
  

 

Science instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best practices.   We utilize a variety of 
strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st Century Skills are thoughtfully woven into our 
lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview of important concepts at each grade level and within each 
discipline.  The Advanced Placement course in science follows all guidelines required by the College Board to ensure student success on the 
AP exam and to receive college credit. 

http://www.wssd.k12.pa.us/index.cfm
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2117.html


AP Biology Instruction in the West Shore School District 
 

 
 

Item samples for PSSA/ Keystone 
 http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2117.html 
 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs.   
  
  

http://www.wssd.k12.pa.us/index.cfm
http://apcentral.collegeboard.com/apc/public/courses/teachers_corner/2117.html

