
United States History Advanced Placement Instruction in the West Shore School District 

 

 

Social Studies instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best practices. We utilize a variety 
of strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st Century Skills are thoughtfully woven into our 
lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview of important concepts within U.S. History Pt. II  

Best Practices in Social Studies:  
● Emphasis on content and application in accordance with topics in 

U.S. History.  
● Emphasis on mastery of underlying concepts that relate to decision 

making and evaluation of issues, controversies, problems and 
developments related to U.S. History  

● Hands-on investigation and analysis of historical questions by guiding 
students in active individual and collaborative exercises.  

● Emphasis on understanding historical concepts through the use of 
technology.  

● Evaluation that focuses on critical examination of historical 
interpretations and employment of historical research skills through 
authentic tasks and attention to varied learning styles and needs.  

Skills and Concepts:  
● Analyzing continuity and change throughout U.S. history 
● Interpret conflict and cooperation among groups  
● Analyze and compare historical documents  
● Compare roles groups and individuals played in society 

 
Assessments:  
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student 
growth and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal 
formative assessments to make timely decisions about whether a 
student understands the material and concepts being presented. 
We also utilize several summative assessments to determine if a 
student has mastered grade level skills and standards. 
Some of the assessments utilized are: 

● Tests and quizzes 
● Classwork 
● Homework 
● Project  

 
Materials and Resources:  
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs.  
Textbook: America: A History of our Nation by Davidson  
Website: Pearson 
 
Parent Resources:  
Basic U.S. History Help and Info: US History 

 

 

http://www.pearsonsuccessnet.com/
http://www.ushistory.org/

