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English language arts instruction in the West Shore School District is aligned to the PA Core Standards and identified best 
practices.   We utilize a variety of strategies and differentiate our instruction to meet the needs of all learners. Technology and 21st 
Century Skills are thoughtfully woven into our lessons and units of instruction. This document is meant to offer an overview of 
important concepts at each grade level and within each discipline. 
  

Best Practices in 8th Grade Language Arts 
 
Teachers provide explicit instruction, build word knowledge, 
and directly teach skills and strategies for word analysis 
and vocabulary.  
 
Teachers routinely monitor and assess the reading levels 
and progress of individual students.  This ongoing 
evaluation directs and informs instruction.   
    
Students have opportunities for sustained reading (oral 
and/or silent) every day to increase fluency and vocabulary.     
 
Students have broad reading and writing experiences 
(multiple genre and styles).  Reading to students at all 
grade levels is part of this broad experience.   
 
Students have opportunities to read at their instructional 
level every day.    
  
Students have extensive opportunities to read for a variety 
of purposes and to apply what is read every day.  
Discussion and writing are used by students to organize 
their thinking and they reflect on what they read for specific 
purposes.     
 

Skills and Concepts: 
 
Key Ideas and Details: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly 
supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/2/  
 
Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 
development over the course of the text, including its relationship to 
the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the 
text. 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/3/  
 
Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or 
drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a 
decision. 
Craft and Structure: 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/4/  
 
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 
text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the 
impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including 
analogies or allusions to other texts. 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/5/  
 
Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze 
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Students are taught and given opportunities to apply the 
following comprehension strategies for constructing 
meaning:  making and confirming predictions, visualizing, 
summarizing, drawing inferences, making connections, and 
self-monitoring.     
 
Students are taught and given opportunities to use 
cognitive strategies to synthesize, analyze, evaluate and 
make applications to authentic situations.     
 
Reading and writing are integrated and used as tools to 
support learning in all curricular content areas.     
Literacy rich environments display words and print 
everywhere, provide opportunities and tools that engage 
students in reading and writing activities, and celebrate 
students’ reading and writing efforts.   
 
Each classroom has an extensive collection of reading 
materials with a wide range of high-interest fiction and non-
fiction books at developmentally appropriate reading levels 
which motivates and supports reading and writing.  The 
room design supports whole group, small group and 
individual instruction.    
    
Families, communities, and schools collaborate to support 
literacy development of students at home and school. 

how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and 
style. 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/6/  
 
Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and 
the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic 
irony) create such effects as suspense or humor. 
 
Integration of Knowledge and Ideas:  
Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or 
drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating 
the choices made by the director or actors. 
   
Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of 
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious 
works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is 
rendered new. 
 
Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity: 
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RL/8/10/By the end of the 
year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and 
poems, at the high end of grades 6-8 text complexity band 
independently and proficiently. 
 
Standards: 
http://www.pdesas.org  
 
Assessments: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of assessments to monitor student growth 
and achievement. Our teachers engage in daily informal formative 
assessments to make timely decision about whether a student 
understands the material and concepts being presented. We also 
utilize several summative assessments to determine if a student has 
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mastered grade level skills and standards. 
 
Item samples for PSSA/ Keystone: 
http://www.portal.state.pa.us/portal/server.pt/community/state_assess
ment_system/20965/pennsylvania_system_of_school_assessment_(
pssa)/1190526 
 
Materials and Resources: 
WSSD utilizes a variety of resources to meet all learners’ needs.  
McDougal Little Literature and Grammar for Writing 
Various  Novels 
Various Websites 
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/section/2/10/ 
www.classzone.com  
http://www.annefrank.org/  
http://www.danielkeyesauthor.com/  
 
Parent Resources: 
http://www.nps.gov/gett/index.htm  for the Gettysburg trip 

	  


